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1 cannot let this opportunity pass with-
out thanking the Chairman of Commit-
tees (Mr. Hall), and the Deputy Chair-
men of Committees (Mr. Davies, Mr.
MacKinnon and Mr. Jones) for their co-
operation. Their assistance has helped to
make the work very pleasant during this
session.

I express my appreciation to the Clerk
of the Council (Mr. Roberts), for the
valuable assistance he gave me on very
many occasions in attending to the affairs
of this House. I wish to include in this
expression of thanks Mr. Ashley and Mr.
Hoft. It is with deep regret that I re-
cord the absence of the Usher of the Black
Rod (Mr. Browne). I know I amn
speaking on behalf of all members in
wishing him a speedy recovery and ex-
pressing the hope that in the not-too-
distant future we will see him again
amongst us. I would also like to thank
Mr. Carrick and Mr. Joyner for the ser-
vices which they have so readily rendered
not only to me but to all members.

To the secretary-stenographers (Miss
Watkin, Miss McCall, and Mrs. Coiling),
I extend the thanks of all members. To
the Chief Hansard Reporter (Mr. Chinery)
and the Deputy Chief Hansard Reporter
(Mr. Hale), and the Hansard staff, I ex-
press thanks for their loyal co-operation.

To Mr. and Mrs. Burton I extend special
gratitude. Their lot has been far from
easy in view of the work which is going
on around Parliament H-ouse. The. staff
working under Mr. Burton have had a try-
ing time. We appreciate the tolerance
which they have shown. 'No expression of
appreciation would be complete if I did
not include the switchboard operators
(Mrs. Abbott and Mrs. Long).

I add my thanks to the Public Works
Department building team which has been
engaged on the additions to Parliament
House. On many occasions we had to ask
them to discontinue their work because of
the disturbance created. No one likes to
be asked to leave one Job to go on to
another. On behalf of the House Commit-
tee I express appreciation for their co-
operation.

I wish all members, officers and staff,
and their wives dnd families, the compli-
ments of the season and good health in
the ensuing Year.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Minister for Mines): May I also extend
to members, the staff of Parliament, and
everyone associated with this House, and
to their families, the compliments of the
season. I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
to a date to be fixed by the President.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.37 a.m. (Thursday).
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hlearman) took the
chair at 11 a.ni., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

BUTTER SUBSTITUTES
Definition

I.Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Further to his replies given to

Question No. 2 on the 19th
October in which he stated that
there Is no definition of "butter
substitutes," what explanation
does he offer for the column so
headed in schedule D of the 26th
Annual Report of the W.A. fairy
Products Marketing Board?

Imports
(2) What products come under the

heading of "butter substitutes"
imported into Western Australia?

(3) What amounts of "butter substi-
tutes" were imported into West-
ern Australia in the years 1954-55
to 1960-61 inclusive?

(4) If these figures disclose an in-
crease in this product, is its ima-
portation in the best interests of
the dairying industry?

Chemical Analysis
(5) What is the chemical analysis of

"butter substitute"?
Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) As indicated in the earlier reply

there is no definition of "butter
substitutes" and there are no Am-
ports into Western Australia
under this description. The total
in schedule D of the 26th Annual
Report of the W.A. Dairy Products
Marketing Board refers to mar-
garine only; as is made clear by
reference to the section marga-
rinle, in which tt is stated that
importations In 1960-61 amounted
to 2,055 tons of which 1,262 tons
were table margarine and 793 tons
were for manufacturing purposes.
The total agrees with that of
82,180 half-cwt. boxes shown in
schedule D.

(2) There are no importations into
Western Australia under the
heading "butter substitutes."

(3) toD (5) Answered by Nos. (1) and
(2).

FIRE FIGHTING
Stand-pipes in Rural Areas

2. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

What is the policy of the depart-
mnent in connection with the pro-
vision of stand-pipes in rural
areas, installed specifically for the
suppression of fire outbreaks, and
controlled and used by the officers.
of Bush Fire Brigades?

Mr. WILD replied:
(a) The local authority makes appli-

cation to the department stating
location of requested standpipes.

(b) Upon check by the department re
sizes of mains, siting. etc., ap-
proval is granted subject to the
undermentioned .conditions.
(I) The local authority to meet

the entire cost of installation.
(ii) The local authority to be re-

sponsible for all subsequent
maintenance of the service.

(Wi) The stand-pipe to be kept
locked, and the key held by a
responsible person on behalf
of the local authority.

(iv) Water to be drawn from the
stand-pipe only for the pur-
pose erected, i.e., for emerg-
ency bush-fire fighting.

(v) The local authority to pay anl
annual charge of £3 in respect
of each stand-pipe.
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CAFE TULIP
Treatment and Eradication

3. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
Q ) What is the total departmental ex-

penditure in connection with
treatment of cape tulip infested
areas?

,.2) What amount of this outlay is re-
paid by persons on whose land
treatment has taken place?

Q3) What amount is expended in
treatment of Crown lands 'and
roadways?

(4) What is the considered opinion as
to the results achieved, and where
are the main areas of infection
where total success has been
obtained?

5) What~ degree of importance at-
taches to the eradication of cape
tulip-
(a) as a poisonous weed where

sheep are concerned:
(b) in the case of cattle?

46) Is there any particular stage in
the growth of cape tulip when it
is more dangerous than at other
times?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Total expenditure by the Agri-

* culture Protection Board an cape
* tulip during 1960-61 excluding

capital outlay on equipment was
£7,656.

;2) The total amount was repayable
by local authorities and farmers.

(3) Expenditure on Crown Land and
roadways during the same period
was £2,459.

(4) Cormn dormancy in particular
makes eradication difficult but
progress has been made where
control programmes have been
maintained. Many small areas
mainly in the lower south-west
have been eliminated.

(5) Besides reducing the carrying
capacity of pastures, cape tulip
has caused losses among sheep
and cattle. Hungry cattle intro-
duced from cape-tulip-free areas
are most likely to be affected.

(6) Cape tulip is regarded as poten-
tially toxic at all growth stages
including when dry.

WATER SUPPLIES IN RURAL AREAS
Development of Rock Catchments

4. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Has the Government developed a
firm policy for the development of
rock catchments for the conser-
vation and supply of water in the
many rural areas where suitable
granite outcrops would lend them-
selves to harnessing?

Mr. WILD replied:
No. Investigations to date inidi-
cate that rock catchments are not
satisfactory, but further investi-
gations are being carried out.

LAND SETTLEMENT
Civilian Scheme

5. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Lands:,
(1) Has the Government any inten-

tion of introducing a civilian land
settlement scheme designed to
follow the completion of war ser-
vice land settlement?

(2) If so, will he give details?
Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Crown land exceeding an area of

one million acres annually is being
selec ted for agricultural develop-
ment in the South-West Land
Division and Esperance district.
Any proposals for a civilian land
settlement scheme wvill be con-
sidered if and when the present
capacity land development sub-
sides.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

COMPREHENSIVE WATER SCHEME
Completion of Incomplete Sections

6. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What sections of the comprehen-

sive water scheme remain incom-
plete?

(2) When is it anticipated that the
final stage will be reached?

Extension of Mains
(3) Has the Government any definite

plans for the continuation and ex-
tension of rural water mains in
the area east of the existing com-
prehensive scheme boundaries?

(4) If so, would he outline future
plans?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Small sections of farmland reti-

culation in the South Doodlakine
and North Cunderdin areas are yet
to be completed in the modified
comprehensive scheme.

(2) January 1962.
(3) and (4) No.

BODDINOTON-NARROGIN RAILWAY
CLOSURE

Sale of Salvaged Materials

7. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Was the material from the closed

Boddington-Narrogin railway of-
fered for sale by tender on a lump
sum basis or by individual item?
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(2) Who was the successful tenderer?
(3) Was the price accepted strictly in

accordance with the terms of the
tender?

Mr. COURT replied:
<1) After providing for local require-

ments, material was offered in two
sections, Boddington to Dwarda
and Dwarda to Narrogin, each on
a "lump sum" basis with provision
for lifting and stacking at depot
of material required by the Rail-
ways Department. Alternatives
were provided for removal of rails,
points and crossings only or pur-
chase and removal of all assets
other than those listed as required
by the Railways Department.

(2) A tender by J. Erasnostein & Co.
Pty. Ltd. for rails and fastenings
and telephone line on the Bod-
dington-Dwarda section was ac-
cepted. No tender was accepted
on the Owarda-Narrogin section.

(3) No. No satisfactory tender was re-
ceived including removal of mate-
rial required by the Railways De-
partment. Tenders submitted by
various Parties were in sufficient
detail to allow comparisons on
materials offered for sale. The
successful tenderer submitted the
highest tender on a "lump sum"
basis but submitted an alterna-
tive tender for rails and fasten-
ings on a price per ton on rail-
way weights, which was con-
sidered as better than the "lump
sum" tendered, and the alterna-
tive tender was accepted.

INTERSTATE RAILWAY BOOKINGS
Control

8. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Is it proposed to relinquish control

of interstate railway bookings to
the Commonwealth Railways?

(2) If so, will this mean that tele-
printer machinery will have to be
installed?

S3) What advantages, if any, would
be derived from any proposed
changes?

Mr. COURT replied:
(11 No.
(2) and (3) Answered by No. (1).

CINEMATOGRAPH OPERATORS
Licensing

9. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Electricity:

Is it propbsed to alter the regula-
tions or abandon the system of
licensing cinematograph operators
as laid down under the Electricity
Act?

Mr. WATTS replied:
The opinions of all interested
parties are being obtained and
will be considered.

PARKING

Restrictions in Albany Highway.
Victoria Park

10. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Police:*
(1) Has any 'recent approach been

made for the restriction of park-
ing in Albany Highway, Victoria
Park?

(2) If so, with what result?
Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The matter is receiving considera-

tion.

LOW WATER PRESSURE

Position in Wilkins Street, Bellevue

11. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Is he aware of the low water pres-

sure at Wilkins Street, Bellevue?
(2) Is any provision being made to re-

new water mains In this area?
(3) As the low pressure has been

present for over twelve months.
can some early action be taken to
remedy the position?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The only complaints received

from Wilkins Street, Bellevue,
were from the west end. None
have been received from the east
end.

(2) The main has been renewed in
the west end of Wilkins Street
and in several streets north of the
railway, and also in Wildon Street
south of the railway.

(3) The main at the east end of
Wilkins Street, consists of 1 inch
and 1i inch tubing which will be
replaced as early as possible.

SCHOOL SEATS
Replacement with Tubular Seating

12. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is the Education Department re-

placing old school seats with
tubular seating?

(2) Are schools 4/5 and 2/3 being
given preference over No. 1
schools?

(3) As some No. 1 schools have been
open for approximately half a
century - e.g., Guildford - should
not such schools get a preference
ahead of 4/5 and 2/3 schools?

2808



[Wednesday, 15 November, 1961.] 2809

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) In general yes, but some Class 1

schools are being dealt with at the
same time.

(3) No, as some smaller schools have
also had the old furniture for as
long as, or longer than, some Class
1 schools.
Guildford has already had more
than 50 per cent. of its furniture
replaced. The rest will be replaced
within the next two or three years.

SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS

Commencement South of Fremantle

13. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

When can it be anticipated that
a start will be made on the new
sewage treatment works south of
Fremantle?

Mr. WILD replied:
It is anticipated that a commence-
ment will be made on this work in
the next financial Year, provided
funds are available.

HOSPITAL SOUTH OF THE RIVER

Site and Construction

14. Mr. JAIESON asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has a site for the south of the

river hospital yet been selected?
(2) If so, when can it be anticipated

that a start will be made on con-
struction of this hospital?

Mr. ROSS HUITCHINSON replied:
(1) No: but a survey of possible sites

has been made by the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner, the Deputy
Commissioner of Public Health,
and the Under-Secretary, Medical
Department, and a recommenda-
tion is now awaited from the Town
Planning Commissioner.

(2) The recommendations made by the
special committee appointed to
investigate metropolitan hospital
needs and now being examined as
to financial implications involved,
provide for completion of a hos-
pital south of the river by 1964-65.
A start will be made at the earliest
practicable date.

CHAMBERLAIN INDUSTRIES
Negotiations for Sale

15. Mr. JIAMvIESON asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(1) Have there been any recent de-

velopments in the negotiations for
the sale of Chamberlain Indus-
tries?

(2) If so, is it likely that finality will
be reached in these negotiations
before the end of 1961?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) and (2) There have been further

negotiations, but they have not
reached a point when it can be
stated whether finality will be
reached this year or in the future.
Thie desirability of transfer of the
industry to private ownership was
part of the recommendations of
the all-party committee. However.
any apparent delay in negotiating
and finalising a transfer has been
because of the Government's de-
sire to ensure the future of the
industry and its employees as well
as complete servicing of existing
users of Chamberlain products. No
sale will be contemplated which is
not calculated to meet these re-
quirements.

SWINE FEVER
Incidence, and Availability of Serumn

16. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has any incidence of swine fever

been reported to the department
in this State during the last 12
months?

(2) Has an effective serum been pro-
duced for inoculation of pigs
against this disease?

(3) If so. are ample supplies on hand
in case of an outbreak in this
State?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No case of swine fever has been

reported in Western Australia
since the outbreak of 1942-43.

(2) Should an outbreak of swine fever
occur in Western Australia the
disease would be eradicated by the
slaughter of all affected and in-
contact animals since, in the long
run, this provides the cheapest
and most effective means of com-
bating the disease. Vaccination is
the last resort and wvould be em-
ployed only if eradication by
slaughter should fail and the
disease should become endemic.

(3) No supplies of vaccine are main-
tained in Western Australia or
elsewhere in Australia but they
could readily be obtained should
the necessity arise.

SCHOOL AT WILSON
Site and Commencement of Building

17?. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has a school site been selected and

secured for the Wilson area?
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(2) If so, when carn it be anticipated
that a start will be made on build-
ing of this school?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) Negotiations are proceeding but

not finalised,
(2) Not during this financial year.

CARLISLE RATEPAYERS

Redress Against Industry /or injurious
Aff ection

18. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government:

What redress have ratepayers of
the City of Perth against injurious
affection suffered by them from
industrial establishments in the
Carlisle area, since the refusal of
the Minister to uphold objections
to certain specific lots being pro-
claimed industrial sites?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
The decision not to uphold objec-
tions by owners of adjoining
residential properties for indus-
trial zoning on certain lots in the
Carlisle area was. in accordance
with the recommendations of the
Perth City Council and the Town
Planning Board. To the extent
that the by-law is now operative.
residential objectors have no
further redress.
In so far as they may claim they
have suffered injurious affection
by zoning, it is open to them to
pursue claims against the Perth
City Council for compensation
under section 11 of the Town
Planning Development Act.
Beyond this, they may be able to
institute civil action to secure dis-
continuance of activity prejudicial
to their interests.

STATE INSURANCE OFFICE

Profit or Loss on Motor Vehicle
Insurance Policies

19. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Labour:
(1) what was the profit or loss experi-

enced by the State Government
Insurance Office in respect of
business transactions associated
with comprehensive insurance
policies on motor vehicles held by
persons who had vehicles under
hire purchase during the last
financial year?

(2) What was the profit or loss experi-
enced in connection with similar
policies held by persons under 24
years of age?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) and (2) A separate revenue ac-

count is not kept for vehicles
under hire purchase.
If the questions are relative to a
recent decision to amend 8.01I.0.
policy conditions I can add that
this decision was based on a
statistical analysis of claims. Por
example, in the case of drivers
aged under 24 years the analysis
provided the following result:-

Average Claim
Cost.

£
Under 24 years 51
24 years and over 33
All claims ... 37

Drivers under 24 years accounted
for 19 per cent, of claims by a
member, but 2'?.6 per cent, by
cost.

TOURIST PROMOTION

Sunshine Cruises along North Coast

20. Mf. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Tourists:

Would he, in the interest of tour-
ist promotion, give consideration
to sponsoring sunshine cruises
along the north-west coast during
winter months, similar to those
along the Queensland coast which
have proved successful for a num-
ber of years?

Mr. BRAND replied:
The State Shipping Service has
provided tourist trips of this
nature for many years.
But perhaps the honourable mem-
ber had something else in mind by
way of the question?

Mr. Jamieson: There is only limited
passenger accommodation.

Mr. BRAND: Further consideration
will be given to this matter, as
we are anxious to extend the ser-
vice for the tourists in connection
with cruises of this nature. it
must be realised that in the case
of Queensland it became very, un-
economical, and a lot of those ships
have gone off the service.

HOUSING IN WILSON AREA

Houses to be Built

21. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Hous-
ing:

How many houses is it anticipated
will be built in the Wilson area
this financial year?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
A total of 46 houses.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE ALBANY HARBOUR

ELECTIONS
Roe Constituency

1.Mr. HEAL asked the Premier:
(1) Has the Government yet given

consideration as to what date it
will hold the by-election for Roe,
or is it the Government's inten-
tion to leave the seat vacant until
the next State elections?

State Poll
(2) Has the Government given con-

sideration to the approximate date
for the State elections next year?

Mr. BRANDl replied:
(1) This matter will be considered by

Cabinet in the near future.
(2) No decision has yet been made.

RESERVES BILL DEBATE
Minister's Comments on Remarks by

Leader o1 the Oppjosition
2. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:
Has he yet studied the Hansard
proof of that portion of the de-
bate which took place in this
House early this morning dealing
with the question of taking an
"A"-class reserve away from the
Cockburn Shire Council for the
purpose of using it as a ship-
building site? If so. does he still
insist on his false allegation re-
garding remarks which I made? If
not, has he any explanation or
apology to make to the House?

Mr. COURT replied:
I have seen the transcript, because
it was sent down to me by the
Chief Hansard Reporter. All I
can say is that the Leader of the
Opposition, having regard to the
remarks reported to have been
said by me, was getting excited
over something which was of no
consequence at all.

Mr. Tonkin: Here is the usual!
Mr. COURT: Don't get excited! You

people over there are more touchy
than the Government. Perhaps
you have more reason to be touchy
than we have. However, in reply
to the Leader of the Opposition I
find, on reading the transcript,
that I did misinterpret his com-
ments. I promised yesterday that
if I found I had misinterpreted
the emphasis placed by the Leader
of the Opposition, I would let him
know. I am letting him know, and
I am sorry that I misinterpreted
his comments. However, I still
did not tell a lie.

Mr. Hawke: Much!

Third Berth

3. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:

Has the Government given any re-
consideration to the commence-
ment of a third berth at Albany?

Mr. WILD replied:.
In reply to the member for Albany,
emphatically no.

COMMONWEALTH RAILWAYS
Effect of Competition front Air-Dune

4. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Is the Minister aware that an

arrangement between the Federal
Government and Ansett-A.N.A.
has been made whereby Ansett
has altered its fares 36s, below
second-class fares on the Com-
monwealth Government Railways?

(2) Does he know that all berths on
the Commonwealth Railways were
fully booked up for some months
ahead?

(3) Has he been informed that as a
result of the reduced fares by An-
sett-A.N.A., many bookings on the
railway have been cancelled: and
that the Railways Department is
now feverishly endeavouring to
contact intending passengers who
had been unable to obtain book-
ings before the adjustment of
fares by Ansett-A.N.A.?
I regret not being able to inform
the Minister in advance of my
question.

Mr. COURT replied:
Surely the honourable member
would not expect me to answer
a question like that off the cuff!
I happen to be the Minister and
not the booking clerk. However,
if he would like me to investigate
the matter. I will gladly do so.

Mr. Hawke: You would do a lot bet-
ter as a booking clerk.

Mr. May: Will the Minister advise me
of the result of his investigations?

Mr. Court: Certainly!

RESERVES BILL

Council's Message
Message from the Council received

read notifying that it insisted on
amendment.

and
its

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Roberts) in the Chair: Mr. Court (Minis-
ter for Industrial Development) in charge
of the Bill.
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The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
mnade by the Council to which the Ass-
embly had disagreed, and on which the
Council insists, is as follows:-

Page 9, Clause 22-Delete the clause.
Mr. COURT: I move-

That the Assembly continues to dis-
agree to the amendment insisted on
by the Council.

I1 am quite certain the Council has not
fully grasped the import of the decision
it has made. It is desired to have the
matter further considered by that Chamn-
ber. For that reason the Government
wishes the Committee to continue to dis-
agree with this amendment. I understand
that if a conference of managers is neces-
sary a motion to that effect will be moved
at a later stage of this sitting.

Mr. TON'KIN: I am amused that the
Minister should say that it is his opinion
that the Council does not correctly grasp
the implications of what it is doing. It
seems to me that the reason it is insisting
upon its amendment is that it has a com-
plete grasp of the situation.

We were not told that the Position
appears to be very much as the member
for Collie says it was; that the reason why
this shipbuilding yard has to be estab-
lished here is to enable one vessel only to
be built, which will compete with those
already on the run. I was informed this
morning that those returned soldiers who
have been running a number of small boats
to the island are very much concerned
that they will now all be put out of busi-
ness. This boat is to be built for the
tourist run to Rottniest, which is already
well catered for by four existing vessels
run by returned soldiers. I understand
there are no plans for additional ship-
building from these yards at present, and
that the intention is to build one boat
only.

In those circumstances, if they be true
-and I have no way of checking them and
na only repeating what I was told in con-
nection with the matter-it does not
appear to be any justification for Perma-
nently alienating portion of an "A'-cILSS
reserve which was set aside for recreation.
I understand there is a very limited stretch
of beach available for recreation between
P'remantle and flockingham.

This is not a question of shipbuilding
versus go-karts. This is a question of pre-
serving a reasonable amount of ocean
front for recreational purposes as against
alienating portion for one particular pro-
ject. so I think another place has a very
real grasp of the situation, and one can
readily understand why its members refuse
to be bulldozed into acquiescing in a course
of conduct upon which the Government
has decided to embark and without any
reference to the local authority. That is
the part that sticks in my neck. Over the
years it. has been the invariable practice.

when it is Proposed to close roads or alie-
nate parts of "A"-class, reserves, to con-
tact the local authority.

I can well remember one occasion when
the late Victor Doney stood up in this
House and asked for at least a week's
notice in order that local authorities in
country districts could be consulted to see
what their reaction was likely to be to pro-
posals of the Government. Yet here we
have a situation in which the local auth-
ority is completely ignored and a Hill is
brought in for the purpose of interfering
with a vesting order, and with a course
of conduct which the local authority was
entitled to pursue.

I take strong exception to the way in
which this matter was reported this morn-
ing in the local paper; because it high-
lighted the statements of Ministers that
the sporting club had illegally done cer-
tain things. I pointed out that it had not
done anything illegal, and that is the true
position. But anybody reading the report
this morning would come to the conclusion
that the situation was as the ministers
have stated, and that these people had
illegally erected structures and illegally
entered into a lease. I say deliberately
that they have not illegally done anything,
and the Ministers know that that is so.

Mr. Court: There is no lease until the
Minister approves of it.

Mr. TONKIN: of course there is not.
Then how can their actions be illegal?

Mr. Court: They have put fixtures on
the area.

Mr. TONKINh: That is not illegal at all.
Is the Minister saying that is illegal?

Mr. court: I should say It is very wrong.
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister says that!

That is the technique.
Mr. Hawke: A real booking clerk dodge.
Mr. TONKIN: Does any member on the

Government side say It is illegal?
Mr. Court: It is very wrong.
Mr. TONKIN: Of course not one mem-

ber does! But they said it last night; and
anybody reading that report this morning
would come to the conclusion that this
group of persons, with the connivance of
the shire council, acted illegally. They did
nothing of the sort; as a matter of fact,
they acted quite properly. They took a
risk, it is true, but a risk anybody in the
circumstances would take when the local
authority had vested in it land for recrea-
tional purposes with power to lease, know-
ing full well that the lease could not be-
come effective until approved by the Min-
ister, and having no reason to believe that
there would be any obstacle to approval.

That is the situation: and to get up and
talk about illegality in the circumstances
is most unreasonable and unfair. But that
is the general impression which has been
created. I repeat what I said last night:
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This sort of thing could not happen in a
local authority area represented by a Min-
ister in the Government. I could not
imagine such a thing happening in the con-
stituency of the Attorney-General for
example. If it did, somebody would be
dancing a tune pretty quickly; and so he
should. I say: "Don't attempt it in my dis-
trict!" So the situation is that another
Place has a proper and complete grasp of
the Position, and that is the trouble.

Mr. Hawke: Trouble for the Govern-
ment.

Mr. TONKIN: Therefore I am opposed to
the motion that we continue to disagree
with the amendment. I think it is most
reasonable and Proper in the circum-
stances.

Mr. O'NEIL: I wish to support the
motion to insist upon disagreeing with the
amendment made by the Legislative Coun-
ci).

Mr. Heal: Why?
Mr. O NEIL: I am about to come to that.

Most of us who know this particular area
of Cockburn Sound recognise that It is
an attractive fishing spot, and I spend a
number of week-ends there during the re-
cess. We have also heard it stated that
surely along the coastline of Western Aus-
tralia there is a site which is equally suit-
able for a shipbuilding industry as the
one that has been selected. As a matter
of fact, we have about 4,500 miles of coast-
line; but if members look at the map they
will find there is perhaps only about six
miles of the coastline where there is a
railway line within, I think. 200 yards of
the shore at some points.

It will be necessary, at some future date,
to divert that railway line; but if we are
to develop a shipbuilding industry, even
of a minor sort, then consideration must be
given to railway facilities near the site.

Mr. Tomns: Where are they going to
rail the boats?

Mr. O'NEIL: It is not so Much a mat-
ter of railing the boats as bringing the
shipbuilding materials to the site. The
member for South Fremantle mentioned
that some consideration could be given
to the Woodman's Point site where there
is a Navy victualling yard and jetty. But
I think many of us realise that the Com-
monwealth jealously guards whatever land
it owns along our foreshore.

Mr. Heal: So should we.
Mr. ONEIh: It would be a pious hope to

think we would be able to negotiate with
the Commonwealth for this purpose.

Mr. Toms: Why?
Mr. 0'NEIL: Some negotiations were

entered into with the Commonwealth in
regard to a reserve in the Bicton area,
but without a great deal of success. I feel
that this has resolved itself into an argu-
ment between a go-kart club and a major
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industry. Whilst not agreeing to the pro-
position that perhaps the members of this
club have illegally erected improvements
in that area approximating £5,000 in value,
we still have to remember that those on
the Opposition side of the Chamber may
have taken a risk. I have beard it said
recently that the Tiger Go-Kart Club is
rather happy about the debate on the
issue that has taken place in this Chamn-
ber because its members feel they are now
in a Position where they could be placed
in a somewhat similar category to the
South of Perth Yacht Club.

Members will recall that the South of
Perth Yacht Club was originally situated
on Coma beach on a site that was eventuz-
ally developed for the construction of the
Freeway; and, in fact, its members were
squatters on the Como foreshore. Foliow-
ing the development of the Freeway, the
Government-not only this Government
but the previous Government-in its wis-
dom and generosity, provided that club
with the best site for a Yacht club on the
river on the Applecross foreshore, and
something in the vicinity of £36,000 was
spent on the development of that site.

I have heard that the members of the
Tiger Go-Kart Club are happy with what
has, happened here because they feel that
if the Government is going to take their
land from them they will not be the losers
in the long run.

Mr. Hawke: Is the honourable member
authorized to say this on behalf of the
club?

Mr. O'NEIL: No. I say that there are
some members of the Tiger Go-Kart Club
who hold that opinion.

Mr. Tonkin: They are in for a rude
awakening.

Mr. 0 NEIL: I said perhaps not all hold
that opinion, and perhaps they are not the
published views of the club's executive.
Nevertheless, I consider that in the event
of this site being resumed for the purpose
of establishing a shipbuilding industry,
every consideration will be given to this
club; firstly, because the site cannot be
fully developed as a shipbuilding site on
account of the proximity of the railway
line to the coast, and therefore we have
the understanding that the company desir-
ing to build ships will build its establish-
ment parallel to the coastline instead of
at right angles to it. Then, when a devia-
tion of the railway line takes place there
will be more than one site for a shipbuild-
ing industry.
*Perhaps that will be the commencement

and will be a lead to those shipbuilding
companies which are at present situated in
North Fremantle, which will, ultimately,
become a residential area. Merely to
oppose the establishment of this shipbuild-
ing industry on the technicality of whether
the local authority did not advise the
Government of its proposed action, and
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so on, is beyond the point. The simple fact
is: Where on the coastline is there an
area suitable for this developing shipbuild-
ing industry? To my way of thinking, it
must be situated fairly close to the met-
ropolitan area; and, of course, the site
must be enhanced by the existence of a
railway service in the vicinity of the site.

Mr. GRAHIAM: The principal reason for
MY rising to my feet is the report
that appeared in this morning's issue
of The West Australian. From the
report published in that newspaper the
uninformed reader could well draw the
conclusion that an attitude of irresponsi-
bility had been shown by a great many
members of both Houses of this Parliament
by their taking the view that those mem-
bers preferred a go-kart track to the estab-
lishment of a shipbuilding industry. That,
of course, has nothing to do with the
question.

The protest is being made by members
of both Houses that portion of a public
recreational reserve, which is an "A"-class
reserve, is to be handed over to a com-
pany for industrial purposes. On previous
occasions I have protested at the attitude
shown, particularly by this Government,
in believing that public estate is something
to be preyed upon; something which can,
willy-nilly, be handed over to private enter-
prise or business concerns. As I have said
on several occasions, it is a shocking thing
that many miles of beautiful beach-front
have been handed over to the oil refinery
and to B.ILP. Ltd. at Swinana. Further,
there was an extension of that development
to embrace the activities of the alumina
industry.

Unfortunately, a further stretch of the
coastline has been taken UP-perhaps un-
avoidably in certain instances--with the
erection of the South Fremantle power
station, the meatworks, and the fell-
mongering industry, with the result that
the coastline is being gradually filched away
from use by the public. So it can be said
the position is rapidly developing that
between Fremantle and Rockingham there
will be only isolated areas of the foreshore
and the beach which will be available to
the public, or which will not be spoiled
to some extent because of the incursion of
industrial activity.

I have always felt that these industrial
concerns could have been moved perhaps
half a, mile or more from the coast. In
regard to the establishment of the oil
refinery-if you will permit me to mention
this. Mr. Chairman-in my view, instead
of the best Part of two miles of beautiful
beach frontage being resumed for the
establishment of the refinery, a strip of
land, perhaps a chain or two wide,
could have been provided to allow the
refinery access to the jetty, and to provide
a reserve for the pipes, and the refinery
itself could have been situated a consider-
able distance back from the water-front.

1 consider it is too easy for a Govern-
ment-which, in my view, Is abrogating
some of the principal Purposes of govern-
ment-to feel that the only thing that
matters is the establishment of industry,
irrespective of the cost and sacrifice. This,
incidentally, is a comparitively new de-
velopment in Western Australia. A Gov-
ernment's main concentration used to be
on schools, hospitals, water supplies, power
stations, sewerage, irrigation, and so on.
Now it appears that everything is second-
ary to the establishment of industry, irres-
pective of the extent of damage that is
done against the best interests of the
State, -and the interests of the People of
the State.

We have the illustration I have men-
tioned , in addition to which action was
taken to cancel portion of an "A"-class
reserve at Bunbury for the erection of a
luxury hotel. Further, portion of the
Governor's domain was taken for the erec-
tion of another hotel, and certain public
reserves are to be handed over for the
establishment of the Key West project. If
this trend continues-and we have another
instance of it which we are debating this
morning-the centre of King's Park could
be set aside for the establishment of an
industry. Because the Government may be
prepared to induce the investment of some
millions of pounds in Western Australia it
may regard that as being the most satis-
factory site. Going aL little further, per-
haps the Perth Oval could be used for the
establishment of other industrial concerns,
and so on.

The point the Goverrnent overlooks--
although it keeps talking about Western
Australia being on the verge of the grea test
boom and the greatest era of prosperity
the State has ever seen; it is always just
around the corner-whether its dreams
come true or not, is that, in the course
of time, there will be a large population
in Western Australia: and perhaps, un-
fortunately, the great preponderance of
it will be in the metropolitan area.
Accordingly recreation spaces should be
provided for the future.

Once a decision such as this is made,
then for all time that portion of the re-
creation reserve available to the public is
gone; no action will be possible to retrieve
the situation. The Government's policy
is exceedingly short-sighted. We would
have no criticism if the Government were
to use public moneys to subsidise and en-
courage the establishment of a boatbuild-
ing or shipbuilding industry at Albany or
somewhere else, But it is shocking
for the Government to gradually erode A
public reserves.

It is not a question of go-kart racing
versus a boatbuilding industry. This is a
public reserve; and whether it is used for
camping or as a caravan park, or for a
sports ground for go-karts, or for anything
else, it is something that belongs to the
people. it is a reservation close to the
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heart of the City of Perth, and the
and plan of Professor Stephenson
ages the greatest development and
sion of industry and housing south
river-broadly between Welshpool,
nana, and Rockingham.

report
envis-
exten-
of the

Kwl-

It is criminal that there should be these
inroads into our remaining reserves, par-
ticularly when we consider that we have
a mediterranean-type of climate, as a re-
sult of which people enjoy surfing, bath-
ing, picnicking, and so on. The Govern-
ment would be well advised to have an-
other look at this. Surely the desecra-
tion of a Class "A" reserve does not war-
rant a stand-up fight between this House
and the Legislative Council, perhaps even
eventuating in a conference! The Govern-
ment would not lose face or dignity if it
reviewed the position. This is not the only
part of Western Australia which would be
suitable for a boatbuilding industry. The
Government should keep its hands off
public estates and look elsewhere for a
suitable site.

Mr. OLDFIELO: I1 find it hard to be-
lieve that this is the only suitable site for
the project the Government has in mind.*There must be other sites that could be
made available for the establishment of a
shipbuilding yard. It has been acknow-
ledged that this project is for the purpose of
building one shIp-a 140 ft. pleasure cruiser
-to serve Rotinest, and possibly Garden
Island. It is possible that further ships
will be built at this yard, but no doubt
they would be smaller than this 140 ft.
vessel. I daresay some will be built for
crayfishing and for fishing generally; but
this "A" class reserve should not be made
available for that purpose.

There is a real principle at stake. An
examination of the seashore fronting
Cockburn Sound from South Mole to Point
Percn will show that in post-war Years
the large stretch of beach available to the
public has been rapidly decreasing; not-
withstanding the fact that our population
has increased by some 50 per cent.

In recent Years we have seen that the
caravan parks at Naval Base have been
pushed from one area to another: they
have been cramped up. Now we are to see
the holiday homesteads at Lillian Beach
having to make way for an aluminiumn in-
dustry. It would seem that the moment
people settle down in a spot and provide
holiday facilities for themselves by using
the natural conditions available, the Gov-
ernment moves them on to make way for
industry, despite the fact that a short dis-
tance away there might be a similar type
of land available for such industry.

I refer now particularly to the alu-
minium industry in relation to Lillian
Beach. That industry could have been
shifted half a mile away without disturb-
ing the holiday facilities at Lillian Beach.
I wonder what the position would have

been had the managing director of Run-
ning Bros. had a week-end mansion at
that spot? The Government seems to
direct its policy so that it will hit the little
people-the people with caravans and little
boats: those who have perhaps built them-
selves a modest holiday home. in this
instance we have the activities of a sport-
ing body being disrupted for the construc-
tion of just one vessel.

The Government should frame a policy
which would make land available defi-
nitely both for industry and for holiday-
makers. With the population and the
popularity of the State rising, more people
have the requisite cash to provide week-
end holiday homes. But if this trend of
the Government continues there will be
no suitable blocks available. Those that
are available will probably cost £3,000 or
£4,000; and they will be hemmed in by
aluminium refineries and oil refineries,
and perhaps obsolete and deserted ship-
Yards. In other words, the whole of the
Cockburn Sound area will be given over
to industry; or at least all of it except
that which is under Commonwealth con-
trol; and the people of Western Austra-
lia will be denied their natural heritage.

The Government's policy in this regard
is not confined to this one case; there is
another and similar case which I propose
to bring forward a little later, and which
is another example of how this Govern-
ment is prepared to ride rough-shod over
the rights of the individual and the little
people, in order to please the hierarchy
which controls the Government.

The Government has a responsibility to
Posterity to Jay down a plan for the devel-
opment of the area, by deciding where in-
dustry is to be established and where the
People will be able to enjoy themselves in
their leisure hours.

Mr. COURT: In answer to the points
that have been raised, firstly there ap-
pears to be a change of emphasis. Yester-
day the emphasis was on go-karts, but to-
day it is on beaches. Perhaps on the ques-
tion of beaches, if I were to read the com-
ments of the Town Planning Commissioner,
they would have more effect than if I at-
tempted to explain the position myself.
These were the comments of the Town
Planning Commissioner on the 3rd Octo-
ber, 1961-

Numerous applications have recently
been received for shipyard sites on
Cockburn Sound. and it Is felt that the
industry should be centralised and
controlled. Apart from the natural ex-
pansion of shipwright activities there
is also a pronounced demand for
waterfront land following certain re-
sumptions that have recently taken
place at Fremiantle for railway devia-
tion and proposed harbour extensions
upstream. As there is no land avail-
able on the river foreshore, the logical
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place for such shipyards is in the IKwi-
nana area. The Inter-Departmental
Committee for the Development of
Cockburn Sound recognised that ulti-
mately the waterfront south of Wood-
man's Paint would have to be largely
given over to industry, so that there is
nothing in conflict with general policy
in establishing a marine centre in the
vicinity of the South Coogee Groyne.
The beach thereabouts is very rocky
and unsuitable for swimming, but the
relatively deep water and level hinter-
land are Ideal for small slipways.

The foreshore between the Groyne
and the adjacent breakwater is about
30 chains in length. If the area is
given over to a small craft industry the
land would be best subdivided into two
chain frontage lots which would be
available for lease only.

The general manager of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust has also expressed himself
as being in agreement with this proposal,
and has suggested that the area be devel-
oped in sufficient depth so as to allow the
ships to be built end-on to the sea, instead
of side-on. lIf this particular ship is built
side-on to the sea it will need less depth
of ground from the water; but, of course,
that method will create problems. It does
not make for the best economic use of the
ground, nor is it the best way to build ships.
However, the company is prepared to build
the ship side-on, if by so doing it will not
for some years interfere with the Go-icart
Club.

The trend this morning seems to be
on the beach aspect, rather than on the
competition of the Go-Icart Club against a
very important industry which we desire
to encourage. A lot of emphasis has been
placed on the alleged building of one boat
by the industry. This aspect was raised
by the member for Collie. Of course the
company is not establishing an Industry
there to build only one boat.'

Every industry has to make a start
somewhere, and we as the Government
have been very anxious to explore all ways
and means to develop a small shipbuilding
industry-expressed in other words, an in-
dustry to build small ships in the class of
tugs and slightly bigger vessels. Further-
more, these small shipbuilding industries
command a much wider market than the
big shipbuilding industries which construct
vessels of, say, 3,000 tons upwards.

Mr. Graham: I give the Government
full marks for that. But why establish
the industry in this particular spot?

Mr. COURT: I have tried to convince
the Committee that the report of the Town
Planning Commissioner was not arrived
at lightly. The members of this inter-
departmental committee are very senior
officers. it would be as well if I were to
deviate and refer to the comments of the
member for Mt. Lawley regarding a plan

for the area. Such a plan has been pre-
pared and is in process of being considered
by Cabinet. It will shortly be announced.

Mr. Oldfleld: Will it have effect in 1980?
Mr. COURT: No; very soon. It will then

become apparent that the whole of this
area, as stated by the Town Planning
Commissioner will be part of a tremen-
dously large industrial development in this
State. We cannot have it both ways.

Mr. Tonkin: Why was it that as late as
1956 it was decided to vest this land in the
local authority for recreational purposes?

Mr. COURT: A tremendous lot has hap-
pened since 1956. We have negotiated for
the establishment of industry at a faster
rate than we anticipated, and more indus-
tries are to come. It was very necessary-
in fact, urgently necessary-for this senior
interdepartmental committee to confer and
prepare a plan so that we would know
where we were going. When we negotiated
for the establishment of the alumina in-
dustry we were careful to give it only a
small access area to the foreshore. The
greater part of the frontage to the sea is
not on the actual foreshore itself.

Mr. Graham: How far back?
Mr. COURT: I do not remember exactly,

but it is the distance recommended by the
Town Planning Commissioner. Access to
the beach by the public has been retained.
Let us not fool ourselves. If every time
an industry were established we allowed
access to the beach, it would not be long
before there was such a huge number of
industries established and such a build-up
at the port, with bigger and more ships
coming in, that fewer and fewer people
wrould want to swim along that foreshore.
Let us be realistic about that.

The Town Planning Commissioner, in
planning the development of the metro-
politan region in particular, has provided
sumfcient amenity beaches both north and
south of Fremantle. When we get down
to Rockingham, all the amenity beaches
will be protected, because I know of no
plan for the establishment of industries
there.

Mr. Oldfleld: The beaches north of Fre-
mantle are not suitable for children to
swim in. They are surfing beaches.

Mr. COURT: It is important to separate
the industrial development use from the
amenity use, because there will always be
a conflict. Therefore, we seek to develop
this in a logical way. Let us accept the
fact that the Cockburn Sound area will
become one of the great harbours and great
industrial centres of Australia within the
lifetime of most of us.

Mr. Graham: It should be the greatest
playground also.

Mr. COURT: We cannot have it both
ways. We cannot have opportunities for
our children and careers for the young
people, in an increasing population, unless
there are basic industries.
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Mr. Graham: Your Government would
give away King's Park for that purpose.

Mr. COURT: I am convinced that neither
the honourable member nor I will ever be
able to get a Bill through this Parliament
for that purpose. On a couple of occasions
we did try to establish an Olympic pool
there but were not successful.

Mr. Graham: The way this Government
is going, its days of office are numbered.

Mr. Brand: The honourable member is
talking nonsense.

Mr. COURT: The one-vessel stigma
which has hung on this industry is very
untrue and unfair. We have to have at
least one ship to start off the industry.
We have to demonstrate that we have the
technique for the building of such vessels.
It will then be only a matter of time before
we succeed in attracting other orders. 0ev-
talnl~r this type of vessel cannot be built in
the backyards in the suburbs, as has been
the Position with the construction of vessels
up to '10 ft.

This industry for the building of small
craft will do what similar industries have
done elsewhere. Tt will build ships of van'-
ous sizes, from the work boat up to the
larger fishing vessels. It must be realised
that our fishing fleet is becoming more
modem, bigger, and more elaborately
equipped. It will be only a matter of time
before there is a pressing need for the
shipbuilding industry to be located along
the coast, so that the larger type of these
small craft will not have to be transported
by road to the sea when they are com-
pleted.

Mr. Graham: Why not establish the in-
dustry in Albany?

Mr. COURT: I am all for the establish-
ment of such an industry in Albany. We
have to be realistic as to where the industry
can be established. The authorities have
recommended that this industry could best
be located in this Particular area.

Mr. Graham: You are forgetting that
Parliament is the custodian of the rights
of the people.

Mr. Tonkin: is this contrary to the
Stephenson Plan?

Mr. COURT: No, not for the develop-
ment of the Cockburn-Kwinana area. The
Stephenson Plan envisages this to be a
great industrial centre with adjacent resi-
dential areas protected by green belts,
such as Medina, Calista, Rockingham, and
Safety Bay.

Mr. Tonkin: Provision was made for
recreation on the coastal front.

Mr. COURT: There are still some
beaches there, but we cannot have indus-
try without giving it access to the beach
front.

Mr. Tonkin: When H.H.P. established
there, a lot of consideration was given to
the industrial requirements in that area.
Big reservations were made and resump-
tions took place.

Mr. COURT: I am Pleased to report they
will not be big enough in the next 15
to 20 years: and that is something about
which we should all be highly delighted.

The CHAIRMANq (Mr. Roberts): The
Minister's time has expired.

Mr. OLDFIELD: There is one thing the
Minister is overlooking when he compares
the beaches north of Fremantle with
beaches south. The beaches north of Fre-
mantle are surfing beaches, but those
south are swimming beaches. Therefore,
there is a great distinction. I might be
inclined to agree that pollution from Cock-
burn Sound will possibly detract from the
area's attractiveness to the people. Only
last week I sat down to enjoy some cockles
obtained from a sand-bank at Naval Base.
At one time these cockles were a delight
to eat, but now one is able to taste kero-
sene and oil because of the pollution of
the water from the Swinana oil refinery.
The cockles are edible, but the kerosene
taste is present.

There is one thing I think should be
placed on record regarding this matter
before the Committee. There seems to be
a nigger in the woodpile somewhere. It

-is rather suspicious that we had the spec-
tacle of the Hill being introduced by the
Minister for Lands-who is the rightful
Minister-but it is now taken out of his
hands.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
I cannot allow the honourable member to
proceed on those lines.

Mr. Court: He is away on omfcial minis-
terial business.

Mr. OLDflELD: The Minister for Lands
was in this Chamber this morning. He
was in the Chamber while this Bill was
being debated.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
honourable member must return to the
motion.

Mr. OLDFIELD: That has something to
do with the motion, which I oppose.

Mr. O'NEIL: The reserve totals 110
acres and the provision in the Bill is to
allow the Governor to excise portion of it
for this industry, that portion being 13
acres.

Mr. Graham: For the moment!
Mr. O'NEIL: It is a small portion of the

total reserve; and the part being excised
for the industry is between a breakwater
which is on the southern extremity of
Crown land and a groyne which is about
560 yards from that point.

The file on the matter contains a plan
of the improvements that have been made
to the site by the Go-Kart Club on the
area; and the area proposed under the
lease presented by the Cockburn Shire
Council starts at a point about 39 ft. west-
wards of the existing railway line going
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westwards for a distance of approximately
3J chains. Therefore, the area occupied
by the Tiger Go-KarL Club is confined by
virtue of an escarpment-a rather steep,
limestone cliff-where quarrying activities
have been conducted for some time in the
Past.

I know this particular area; and I sug-
gest to members who are opposed to the
proposition that they have a look at it
themselves to see whether the area is, in
fact, a beach suitable for people of the dis-
trict. It is not. Furthermore, the top of
the litho I have here shows a future rail-
way reserve passing straight through the
area it is intended to lease to the Tiger
Go-Kart Club. So its tenure of occupa-
tion of this site is limited indeed.

I would like to go further and say that
at the moment on the Cockburn Sound
foreshore there are only three principal
swimming beaches-Coogee: a beach ad-
jacent to the Naval Base Hotel; and,
further south, Rocklngham proper.

South Beach-I think the member for
South Fremantle will agree with me-is,
by virtue of storms and so on, gradually
being completely destroyed and thus not
usable by the people- That is a pity, but-
it is something that is probably beyond our
control. We have to recognise that when
ultimate port development in Fremantle
reaches its limit there will be a good case
for the development of our port facilities
to seaward with land-backed wharves in
Cockburn Sound. The site is ideally pro-
tected because of the existence of Garden
Island, Carnac Island, and so on; and it
will not be very long in the future before
we will find port development along this;
Particular area.

Whilst I would not say there is not
another site available for shipbuilding,
surely the most suitable site is in the area
where we anticipate port development will
take place: and, as I mentioned before,
where there are existing rail facilities, not
to take boats away from the shipbuilding
yards, but to bring materials to those yards
for the purpose of building ships.

Mr. FLETCHER: As I said the other
evening. I take exception to the encroach-
ment on our beaches. I would also add
that I know this particular area just as
well as the member for Canning does. He
made reference to the member for South
]Fremantle; and I would say that that
honourable member's thoughts on this
matter are identical with mine. He also
takes exception to the encroachment on
our swimming beaches.

The honourable member who has just
resumed his seat says it is proposed to re-
sume only 13 acres from 110 acres. However
I point out that it is proposed to take the
best 13 of that 110 acres. I know
the portion of the beach at which they
launch small craft from trailers. These
craft are taken to the site on trailers by

motorcars; and these people will have
difficulty in getting on to the beach in
any other portion.

From that point south there is an es-
carpment-as was mentioned by the mem-
ber for Canning-which extends for ap-
proximately three and a half miles, which
means that the people of whom I have
been speaking will have to go to an alter-
native site three and a half miles further
south; that is, if that site has not already
been resumed for the purpose of the alu-
mina industry.

I would like to emphasise this point:
Our objection is not necessarily in relation
to how this proposal will affect the go-
karts only-it is in relation to the en-.
croachment on the beaches. Some might
say that go-karts are frivolous. That was
what was stated in The West Australian.
The view was expressed that we were
frivolous for preferring go-karts to a small
shipbuilding project. That is not so at all.
Alternative sites do exist.

This provision in the Bill should never
have been included, because it is designed
to take away a portion of the beach from
those who at present use it for swimming
and for launching their small craft.

The railway line proceeds south: and
therefore, as it is suggested that this will
be used by the company, it would be quite
possible to find an alternative site further
south. An arrangement could be made
with the alumina company for a small area
of its grounds to be made available to this
shipbuilding company inside the confines
of the fences. In this way no more beach
would be dented the public.

Another alternative site would be under
the lee of Woodman's Point because it is
sheltered from the prevailing storms from
the north-west. Consequently, it would be
an ideal site for the company's ramp. A
fence could easily be constructed to make
it quite safe for craft to be built in that
area. I hope the Government will give
consideration to the two alternative sites
I have suggested.

M r. GRAYDEN: I would like to say
firstly that one of the main points at issue
is that the area. was set aside for "A'-class
reserves before the policy was decided to
observe the whole area as industrial. I
think we have to accept the fact that this
whole area will be industrialised.

Mr. Tonkin: That is not right.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Why is it not?
Mr. Tonkin: Because this was vested in

the hoard in 1956.
Mr. ORAYDEN: But even then it was

the policy to guard it as an industrial area.
However, now the policy is to guard it as
an industrial area entirely. We have to
accept the fact that the whole area will
be industrialised and, as such, will be com-
pletely useless for recreational purposes.
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The argument has been put forward by
some members Of the opposition that by
taking over this section of the beach within
this reserve, we are spoiling our beaches.
In actual fact the reverse is the case; be-
cause, by concentrating industry in this
small section of our coastline, we are going
to Preserve the remaining beaches.

Mr. Oldfleld: You would give away all
the beaches to industry.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am saying that by
concentrating industry in one small sec-
tion we would preserve the remaining
beaches. That is elementary. The second
thing is that I am surprised the member
for East Perth should discount the im-
portance of industry. When the session
opened some members of the Opposition
had a good deal to say about unemploy-
ment. In the last few weeks the situation
has changed drastically as a result of the
efforts of the Federal Government and this
Government.

Mr. Graham: It is miles worse than it
was this time last year.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The situation has
greatly improved within the last few
weeks, and consequently members of the
Opposition have dropped the subject of
unemployment. However, strangely enough,
they now discount the importance of
industry.

Mr. Graham: The Legislative Council
determined this.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is a fair indication
of how the unemployment position has
improved.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts):
cannot allow the honourable member
continue on unemployment.

I
to

Mr. Graham: NO; sit down. That would
be the best contribution you could make.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is a case of go-karts
or industry.

Mr. Graham. Muck-raker!
Mr. GRAYDEN: The members of the

Opposition clearly put go-karts before in-
dustry.

Mr. Oldfield: Do you think you will get
another front page out of this?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It has been said that
the people who have go-karts will be de-
prived of the use of this site, but we all
know that the oval at Clontarf has been
used by go-kart enthusiasts, and that there
are ovals and areas all over the place
suitable for that purpose. On the other
hand, there are only a few acres of laud
which would be suitable for a shipbuilding
industry. In those circumstances it would
be foolish to deprive this industry of a
particular site in order to favour go-kart
racing; because, as I pointed out, suitable
areas can be found anywhere for that
purpose.

Simply to make political capital out of
this issue, members of the Opposition have
shown they are prepared to cut right across
the policy of concentrating industry in this
one section of our coastline.

Mr. Olidneld: So has the Upper House.
Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for May-

lands-
Mr. Rowberry: The future member for

Maylands.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I am sorry. The mem-

ber for Mt. Lawley-I should have said-
has already indicated that the waters at
Cockburn Sound are tainted with kerosene.
We know further encroachment of industry
will occur in the area. We also are aware
of the fact that the beaches such as those
in the vicinity of Robb Jetty have long
been spoilt, and that the beaches at Coogiee,
are fast losing their popularity because of
the encroachment of industry. The Posi-
tion in that entire area is going to become
immeasurably worse; and in the circumn-
stances the Government has adopted the
only attitude it could adopt, thus ensur-
ing that the remaining beaches of the
Western Australian coastline will be pre-
served for recreational purposes.

Mr. TONIN: Since the member for
Canning spoke a short while ago I have
become increasingly concerned at one of
his utterances, and I feel impelled to make
it clear that there are very little grounds
for a supposition which he suggested. I
would hate anybody to believe that there
are any grounds whatever for believing
there is a possibility for compensation to
those people who have expended money
on this reserve. There is no parallel
whatever between what has occurred on
this reserve and what occurred with regard
to the South Perth Yacht Club. It Is true
that because the South Perth Yacht Club
had to be shifted to make way for the
Freeway, it was considered that as that
was being done for the public generally
it was quite unfair to uproot those people
without giving them an alternative place
to establish themselves.

This Government has followed what was
done by the previous Government in assist-
ing the club to become re-established in
that way. The Government, by utterances
made through its own Ministers, has stated
outright that what has been done there
has been done illegally. That, of course,
has now been debunked. It indicates the
attitude of the Government, that it feels
these people should receive no considera-
tion.

It is perfectly clear that these people
cannot expect a pennyworth of compensa-
tion from the existing Government in
connection with their being displaced f rom
this reserve. I think it would be wrong
that they should be encouraged to think
their position is being strengthened by
what has developed in connection with this
matter. I say quite clearly that they have
not a million to one chance of obtaining
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compensation for the expenditure which
they have incurred on this reserve, and
they might as well realise that situation.
They are to be dispossessed, because the
Government holds the view that they
had no right to do what they had already
done. They should have got the lease first
before they spent any money.

Perhaps that is correct. But it has to
be realised that any local authority can
Permit any sporting body to erect build-
ings on "A' -class reserves without being
in possession of any lease: but on the clear
understanding that if they have not got a
lease they have no claim to continued
occupancy or to any compensation. It is
so all over the place. Sporting bodies put
up buildings on "A"-class reserves with the
approval of the local authority, and quite
often without any lease or hope of getting
any lease. They are not concerned with
leases. I would hate anybody to believe that
there is a prospect of any compensation
being paid for expenditure already incur-
red in connection with this recreation
ground.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment sought to strengthen his case
by saying that Mr. Tydeman was in favour
of this proposal to establish shipbuilding
on the ocean-front. But that does not
carry much force. Mr. Tydenian, who is
a very excellent engineer, is more con-
cerned with harbours and ships than with
recreation grounds. I would point out that
if Mr. Tydeman had his way he would build
berths for ships along the Swan River
ad lib. So the fact that Mr. Tydeman is
in favour of it does not help US. He would
go to Point Brown tomorrow, if he were
allowed, and erect wharves to take vessels
up the Swan River, because he is con-
cerned with harbour development. That
does not strengthen the position at all.

I am more impressed by the attitude of
town planners, whose job it is to ensure
that adequate pieces of land are available
for recreational purposes, and to ensure
that there is a proper balance. From my
recollection of the original planning of this
area it was definitely intended that there
should be some beaches in the locality. I
am wondering why the groyne was put
there. Surely it was to build up a beach!
Somebody must have incurred expenditure
on the groyne.

My memory does not serve me well
enough to say when it was built or how
much it cost; but it seems to me that the
groyne was deliberately built in order to
provide a beach. If that is going to be
given over to shipbuilding, somebody has
slipped somewhere. It seems to me to be
a factor which ought to be taken into con-
sideration. However, my opposition to the
motion still remains.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am glad the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition took that point in
relation to the establishment of a groyre-
Since I spoke last I have telephoned the

Cockburn Shire Council. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was not able to
say when the groyne was built. The shire
clerk told me that it was erected many
years ago, probably at the time of the
naval base project during the First World
War.

Mr. Brand: What was it built for?
Mr. O'Neil: The naval base project.
Mr. FLETCHER: I just mentioned that.

The Ministers on the front bench think
they have made a point, but they ignore
any reply which is made to that
point. I say that irrespective of who built
the groyne, as a consequence of the groyne
being built nature provided the beach.
Nature provided the beach and the Gov-
ernment is taking it away from the pub-
lic. The important point is not so much
that the groyne was built, but the fact that
the groyne having been built, the beach
developed as a result of the groyne. There
are alternative sites where a small ship-
yard could be established.

Mr. Court: Where?
Mr. FLETCHER: If there is only one

boat to be built-
Mr. Court: Not one boat; it is an in.

dustry.
Mi'. FLETCHER: An industry, then.

While the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment was out I suggested that since
Woodman's Point creates a convenient lee
from the prevailing north-west winds and
storms, this project could be established
under the lee of Woodman's Point. Admit-
tedly it is a quarantine station; but a
fence could be erected. There is a con-
veniently existing railway, and I consider
it is a conveniently alternative site.

Mr. O'Neil: It is Commonwealth land.

Mr. FLETCHER: irrespective of its be-
ing Commonwealth land, surely an ar-
rangement could be made by this Gov-
ernment which would be beneficial to the
people I have mentioned.

Mr. O'Neil: This site is at the southern
extremity of Commonwealth land.

Mr. FLETCHER: I know where it is:
I studied the area yesterday. I hope I
will not be considered to be transgressi ng
if I mention the mole at the South Fre-
mantle power station in order to illus-
trate my point. A mole was built in the
vicinity of the South Fremantle power
station for the purpose of stopping the
north-west winds interfering with the in-
take to the power house. On the northern
side of that mole the beach now extends
out to the full extremity of the mole, which
demonstrates the fact that the drift with
the prevailing north-west wind is to the
south. There is a natural opening be-
tween Penguin Island and the mainland
where the rush of sea carries out the
natural beach sand. This groyne was built,
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according to the shire clerk, probably dur-
ing the First World War. Nature has
created a beach, and the Government is in
process of taking it away from the public,
although there are alternative sites.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mt. Grayden
Mr. Hearman
Dr. Kenn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr, Lewis

Mr. Blickerton
Mr. Davies
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Heal
Mr. .1. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson

Ayes.
Mr. Mann
Mr. Burt
Mr. Boveil
Mr. Guthie
Mr. Wild

Ayes-D.
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Boss MeLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Owen
Mr. Watts
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Noes-1D.

Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfieid
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tom&
Mr. Tronkcin
Mr. May

(Teller.)
P.irs.

Noes.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Curran
Mr. Ntien
Mr. Brady

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
voting being equal, I give my casting vote
with the Ayes.

Question thus passed.
RePort

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

Assembly's Request for Conference

Mr. COURT: I move-
That the Council be requested to

grant a, conference on the amendment
insisted on by the Council, and that
the managers for the Assembly be Mr.
Bove]] (Minister for Lands), Mr. Heal,
and the mover.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
Council's Amendments

Schedule of two amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Rob-erts) in the Chair; Mr. Watts (Minister
for Education) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Amendment No. 1
made by the Council is as follows:-

No. 1,
Clause 6, page 4-Delete this clause.

Mr. WATTS: Clause 6 was the one which
provided that the cost of subdivisional
roads should be shared by subdividers on
both sides of the road to set UP a trust
fund through which the local authority
could have funds to maintain the road.
No difficulty of a serious character was
raised in this Chamber: but I understand
that members of the Legislative Council
who were opposed to it claimed that the
provision which also requires an original
subdivider to pay half the cost of the sub-
divisional road to the local authority for
the purpose of the fund to which I referred
is unsatisfactory and, in fact, in the opin-
ion of some of them, too harsh.

It seems to me that we should not per-
mit this amendment to be made without
at least having an opportunity further to
discuss the matter with the Legislative
Council. The situation as I see it is that
for many years arrangements have been
made under which subdividers have been
compelled to build certain roads, and that
there is considerable risk, if this clause is
not at least carried in some form, that
propositions of that nature will become
more arguable than they have been in the
past.

It has always struck me that the clause
was reasonably fair and sensible. I do
not think anybody could reasonably argue,
particularly in the case of large sub-
divisions, that it is proper for anybody but
the subdivider to provide a road of access.
Flor those reasons, and mainly because I
think the matter should be further dis-
cussed with the Legislative Council, and
as the position is one of some importance,
I move-

That amendment No. I made by the
Council be not agreed to.

Mr. MOIR: When the Attorney-General
said no serious opposition was raised to
this clause he was partly right; because
if he thinks back he will recall that I com-
mented on it.

Mr. Watts: That is so, and that is why I
used the word "serious."

Mr. MOIR: I said it should be looked at
carefully because injustice could be done
and hardship could be caused. I think
I instanced the case of where an old family
estate had to be disposed of and sub-
divided. We can easily visualise a death
in a family necessitating a division of the
property. A subdivision could take place,
and there might not be much money avail-
able; but the Provision in the Bill which
states that half the cost of a previous sub-
division would have to he paid immedi-
ately could react very harshly on a sub-
divider. I also raised the Point in regard
to a person getting access to that road
when the property was not being sub-
divided and where the subdividers would
be paid, but would not be obliged to pay
anything more than the local authority
rates.
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We have to study closely the question
of subdividers paying for roads: because
after all is said and done, once a property
is subdivided its value is enhanced and
the people who buy the blocks are Paying
rates and taxes to the local authorities;
and, among other things, those local
authorities are paid to provide roads. The
person who carries out the subdivision cer-
tainly gets more for his property than if
it were sold for farming: but it must be
borne in mind that when the land is sub-
divided it is more valuable to the local
authority than it was prior to the sub-
division because more rates are obtained
from the same Piece of land.

At the time I raised this question pre-
viously, the Attorney-General treated my
remarks lightly, and said he could not
understand what I was driving at. Prob-
ably the language I used was not clear,
but that was what I had in mind at the
time. Obviously, members of another
place have had a good look at the clause
and have considered that injustice could
be done to some People.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Amend-
ment No. 2 made by the Council is as
follows:-

No. 2.
Clause 9, page 8-flelete this clause.

Mr. WATTS: This clause is the one
which allows a responsible authority to
provide land for public or local authority
purposes when such land is within a
scheme area. I have discussed this matter
with the Minister for Local Government
who, of course, is in charge of this mea-
sure, and he has requested mne to accept
the amendment. Therefore, I move-

That amendment No. 2 made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question' put and Passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report, etc.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of Mr. W. A.
Manning, Mr. Mofr, and the Minister for
Education (Mr. Watts) drew UP reasons for
not agreeing to amendment No. 1 made by
the Council.

Reasons adopted, and a message "accrd-
ingly returned to the Council.

COMPANIES BILL
Council's Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Rob-

erts) in the Chair; Mr. Watts (Attorney-
General) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
made by the Council is as follows-

Clause 354, page 368, line 25--Add
alter subclause (8) a new subelause
to stand as subclause (9) as fol-
low:-

(9) In this section and in sec-
tions three hundred and fifty-five
to three hundred and sixty, any
reference to shares shall, with ne-
cessary adaptations, be construed
as including a reference to deben-
tures, unsecured notes, and un-
secured deposit notes and any ref-
erence to a member shall likewise
be construed as including a refer-
ence to a debenture-holder, a note-
bolder or a depositor.

Mr. WATTS: This is an amendment to
clause 354. which deals with branch regis-
ters of foreign companies.

Mr. Oldfleld called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Mr. WATTS: As I was saying, clause

354 of the Bill makes provision for branch
registers of foreign companies, and pro-
vides only for the keeping of registers of
shareholders at such branch register. In
this clause and the related clauses men-
tioned in the amendment, the Legislative
Council proposes to provide that any refer-
ence to shares shall be construed as in-
eluding a reference to debentures, un-
secured notes, and unsecured deposit notes,
and any reference to a member shall like-
wise be construed as including a reference
to a debenture-holder, a note-bolder, or
a depositor.

I have discussed this at length with the
Registrar of Companies. It does not alter
any of the Principles of the Bill, and is
regared as an amendment which can be
accepted. It is the only amendment that

has been made; and it is thought by the
registrar that it may be a desirable pro-
vision. It is not a sufficient departure
from the question of uniformity, both he
and I consider, to warrant any concern,
and therefore I move-

That the amendment made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted.

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.
Sitting suspended from 12.56 to 2.15 p.m.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1961-1962
In Committee of Supply

Resumed from the 8th No1'ember, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. Roberts) in
the Chair.

Vote: Chief Secretary, £145,175-
MR. ROSS HUJTCHINSON (Cottesloe-

Chief Secretary, Minister for Health, and
Minister for Fisheries) [2.15 p.m.] : I pro-
pose to give a brief account of some of the
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items which are connected with the Chief
Secretary's Department, the Public Health
Department, and the Fisheries Department.

The activities of the -Chief Secretary's
Department involve the supervision of
charitable collections, film censorship and
the like, prisons, Correspondence Despatch
office. the Registrar-General's Office and
the Observatory.

The administration, supervision of ad-
vertising, registration of film distributors
and exhibitors, concerned with the Censor-
ship of Films Act, 1947, has been con-
tinued. A constant watch is kept to see
that the Film Censor's classification of
films is advertised by theatres. The onus
is on parents to see that children do not
attend films classified as unsuitable for
children.

As members are Probably aware, State
legislation exists in the various States, but
in order to maintain uniformity of censor-
ship, the States have delegated their power
of censorship to the Commonwealth Film
Censor. He classifies the various films and
the responsibility rests 'with the States to
supervise the advertising, etc. in respect Of
such classifications. As I have already in-
dicated, this places the onus on parents
to see that children do not attend films
classified as unsuitable for children. Re-
lated to that matter is television censor-
ship. This is not subject to any State
law and is under the jurisdiction of the
Australian Broadcasting Control Board.

In regard to street appeals in the year
ended the 30th June, 1961. 50 organisa-
tions participated in 35 appeal days. The
gross collection by all organisations was
£52,597. This is approximately £9.307 less
than was collected last year. Supervision
of these appeals has been continued by
the department and all necessary financial
statements and reports have been received.

The Registrar-General's Office is con-
cerned with the administration of the
Marriage Act, the Registration of Births,
Deaths and Marriages Act, and relevant
sections of the Adoption of Children,
Legitimation, and Cremation Acts.

Legislation was passed this session to
consolidate and amend the Registration
of Births, Deaths and Marriages Act,
1894-1956, and so provide an Act modern
in outlook and application. The new Act
will be proclaimed to operate coincident-
ally with the Commonwealth Marriage Act,
probably early in the niew year. While the
Commonwealth Marriage Act will provide
the law on marriage and on legitimation,
administration of these matters will still
remain with the Registrar-General; and, in
consequence, the normal departmental
provision will be required.

In regard to prisons, an increased muster
of prisoners, associated with the ever-
present cost of maintaining old buildings

and an increase in security staff, has been
responsible for rising costs. Mainly owing
to the increased numbers of young native
women held, additional staff were appointed
in the female prison at Fremantle.

A parole officer was appointed to work
in conjunction with the Indeterminate Sen-
tences Board. I think this appointment
was well merited and iq already proving its
worth.

Country gaols, most of which were built
in the last century, are now inadequate.
Consideration has been given to the estab-
lishment of common gaols at Albany and
Bunbury, and land is being set aside for
Prison purposes at Albany.

The total number of prisoners in custody
throughout the State on the 30th June,
1961, was 656. Good work within the pri-
sons is being done through group therapy
classes. I refer to the work of the prison
school and the work of alcoholics groups.
At Barton's Mill a pine plantation has been
established.

Pardelup Prison Farm is doing useful
work as a reformatory institution for in-
mates who can be trusted under a mini-
mum. standard of supervision. Land has
been cleared and the existing pastures have
been well maintained. Both sheep and
cattle herds have increased. Early in the
new year, it will interest members to know,
a farm manager will be appointed to Par-
delup Prison Farm.

Fremantle Prison is still carrying too
many prisoners for the work available,
making the task of administration much
more difficult. There is little room within
the walls to extend our present facilities
or to provide new facilities. Recently, six
or seven members of the Opposition re-
quested my permission to look over the
prison and this I gladly gave to them. As
a result, I think they appreciate the fact
that there are too many prisoners at the
gaol and too few amenities available.

A step forward has been made in de-
centrallsation by the securing of land in
the Karnet Brook area-which is in the
Serpentine region-for a prison rehabili-
tation centre. Formerly forest land, the
area comprises 540 acres, of which 400
acres is considered to be amable. Plans
are being drawn, and already prelimin-
ary ground work has commenced. The de-
centralisation of prisons, too, will be fol-
lowed in country centres where money can
be secured to commence those projects.
However, Karnet will serve a dual purpose.
One section will house prisoners consid-
ered capable of reform; and the other
section will house alcoholics who will be
committed there direct from the courts.

Provision has been made on the Loan
Estimates to replace some of the old
weatherboard buildings at Pardelup Prison



2824 [ASSEMBLY.]

Farm. They have been condemned as not caused a spiral in a field which is of so
repairable. A new kitchen and ablution
block have been erected at Broome gaol.

The Observatory comes under the juris-
diction of the portfolio of Chief Secretary,
and some interesting developments have
taken place. The preilminary survey of
Potential observatory sites being conducted
in Western Australia has been completed.
A more detailed examination of astronomi-
cal observing conditions has just com-
menced at three locations previously
tested. These are near Nungarin, Cool-
gardie, and Ningham, Station (Mt. Single-
ton). Should these tests prove favourable.
Western Australia would have claims-if
firm proposals are finalised-for the estab-
lishment of a major astronomical observa-
tory, which observatory is to be built some-
where in the southern hemisphere. It is
hoped Australia will be chosen as the
place; and, more particularly, that West-
ern Australia will be eventually selected.

As has happened in regard to observa-
tories elsewhere, the rapid expansion and
development of the city necessitates a re-
appraisal of the position of the Perth
Observatory. Under the metropolitan
region planning scheme, the present site
of the Observatory will eventually be re-
quired for other purposes. At the same
time, conditions for astronomical observa-
tions are gradually deteriorating, due to
city development. A move to a more suit-
able site is being considered, and prelimin-
an' studies are being undertaken in this
direction.

The value of the Perth Observatory to
the scientific world has been underlined
recently by the grant of 17,000 dollars from
the National Science Foundation of
America, to assist with its work in posi-
tional astronomy; and by the establish-
ment at the observatory of two new seismo-
logical instruments on loan from Lamont
Observatory, to make the observatory a
fully-equipped station in a world-wide
network.

Vote: Medical, £5,318,169-

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I now pro-
pose to deal with the estimates for the
Medical Department. The estimates for
the departments dealing with the health
and hospital services of the State provide
for substantial increases under the vari-
ous headings. Hospital services alone ex-
pect an expenditure this year of £5,714,500,
which represents an increase of £605,464
over expenditure for the last financial
year.

As in other States of the Commonwealth
and overseas, this State has felt the im-
pact of rising costs in the hospital ser-
vices, and much of this has to do with
salaries and wages, and prices generally.
Scientific needs and specialist services have

much importance to the general well-
being of the Community. Approximately
£133,000 of the increase for hospital ser-
vices is concerned with increases in the
basic wage and some increases in margins,

Native cases in 1961-62 are expected to
cost an additional £130,000. This amount
will be the subject of rebate from the
Native Welfare Vote, flue to an expected
increase in bed average of non-tubercu-
losis cases hospitalised at the Perth Chest
Hospital, additional expenditure of £85,000
is expected. Interest and sinking fund will
cost an additional £78,000 this year.

The operating costs of the Home of
Peace. Perth Dental Hospital, Fremantle
Hospital. and King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital are expected to increase by £70,000,
due Principally to extensive additions or
the opening of new hospital buildings. The
new Albany Regional Hospital and addi-
tions to the Narrogin Hospital will open
this financial year, and the additional
operating costs are expected to be £20,000.

Increases anticipated in costs and prices
generally account for the balance of the
increase of £39,000. Our hospital system
is a vast and complex enterprise, and the
more I am associated with it the more I
am impressed with the variety of its prob-
lems.

Mr. Nulsen: What would be the overall
deficit of hospitalisation?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINqSON: I am unable
to give that figure offhand. A pressing
problem with which I am continually con-
fronted is that in respect of providing an
adequate and efficient nursing service in
country hospitals, particularly those which
are in isolated areas of the State-and
particularly at certain times of the year,
such as the festive season, and so on. The
policy of bonus payments to trained nurs-
ing staff has, I have no doubt, been a
factor contributing to improving the staff-
ing situation in country hospitals.

I pay tribute to the matrons and staff
of our country hospitals, many of whom,
I have had the pleasure of meeting since
I have been Minister for Health. I have
visited something over 60 hospitals in the
last two and a half Years, and many of
them more than once. The need for new
hospitals and loan funds to build them is
a subject always before the department.

Last year the expenditure from loan
funds was in the vicinity of E1,600,000
which represented an increase of £300,000
over the preceding Year. This year the
estimate is just over £2,000,000. During
the Year 1960-61 the linear accelerator
commenced operations, and a new nursing
post was completed at Jerramoungup at a
cost of £20,000. It is already doing very
fine work.
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The following works,
spent during the year
against each hospital,
pletlon:

with the amounts
1960-61 indicated

are nearing corn-

Albany Regional Hospital
Harvey Hospital-additio
Kalgoorlie Hosptal-mat

nity accommodation
Kalgoorlie Hospital-nurs

quarters ... ..
King Edward Memorial Hc

pital-additions
Fremantle Hospital - adi

tions .. .
Narrogin Hospital-additic
Osborne Park-new hospi
Carnarvon Hospital-adi

tions ... I.. ..
Work continues satisfactorily

lowing projects at the estbnat
dicated:

Port Hedland-new bospl
Shenton Park Annexe

nurses' quarters -
Perth Dental Hospital

Good progress was made on oti
projects in the country, inc
north-west.

In this financial year coni
been let for the following works

Kalgoorlie Hospital-infeci
Boyup Brook Hospital-ad

renovations.
Wagin Hospital-additions.
Morawa Hospital-altera

additions.
Williams Hospital-nurses'

In this financial year work s:
mence on the following:-

Swan Hospital-new generi
Preliminary work should comint
very soon.

York-new hospital.
Armadale-new hospital.
Manjimup, Hospital-additi
Kalgoorlie Hospital-X-raY
Onslow-new hospital.

Mr. Sewell: What about Get

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:
Geraldton and Hunbury Regi
tais I would have liked to ha~
called for those hospitals befoi
tions. However, I am not going
to say that they will be. Fror
information at my disposal, ita
the earliest that contracts cou
would be about June.

Mr. Hawke: That doesn't sou
for Northam.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON:
scheduled for a regional hospit
commencement of those other

Ins

er-

E
550.000
76,000

66,000

Mr. Hawke: How much later on?
Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: It is hoped

that it will not be more than a year or
two after.

Mr. Hawke: It will be earlier than that.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Is that a pre-

election promise?
Mr. Hawke: No, just an estimate.

.. 29,000 Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Sketch Plans
09- for new regional hospitals at Geraldton

.. 600,000 and Hunbury have been completed and
di- working drawings and specifications are

1i. 3000Progressing satisfactorily.
350.000 With regard to public health, in addition

ns 250,000 to maintaining its Purely Public health
tal 164.000 functions, the State laboratory service in
di- the last two years has made significant

.- 69,000 strides in implementing proposals for pro-
on the fol- viding the country medical practitioner and

ed costs in- his patients with a laboratory diagnostic
service, not significantly lower than that

E enjoyed by residents in the metropolitan
tal 285,000) area. It is an excellent innovation which

has been made in regard to the establish-
ment of a diagnostic service in country

175.000 regional hospitals. This has been made
155,000 possible by a division of laboratory inves-

her hospital tigations and the establishment of satel-
luding the lite laboratories in country areas.

Such laboratories have been completed
tracts have and are now functioning at Derby, Gerald-

a:- ton, Northam, Albany, and Wooroloo.
bious block.' Similar laboratories are in the course of

ditinsand completion at Narrogin, Manjimup, and
ditonsand the Claremont Mental Hospital.

Urgent blood examinations, chemical in-
vestigation, and antibiotic tests can now

tions and be carried out on the spot, thus saving
valuable time in the diagnosis and investi-

quarters. gation of a patient's condition. Very fre-
hould com- quently in past Years the specimens had

to be sent to Perth to be analysed and the
al wing. diagnosis sent back.

nceI hpe, The Health Department Virus Labora-~nce I hpetory is now operating and providing diag-
nostic services. The virus laboratory was
successful in isolating, by culture, the virus
causing trachoma. Important research

ions, work on tuberculosis has been carried out,
block. involving the examination of strains resis-
block. tant to anti-biotics.

The third chest X-ray survey of residents
aldton? in the metropolitan area began last May.

Regarding Over 200,000 persons of the age of 21 years
,nal Hospi- and over will be examined. The surveys
te contracts have disclosed a significant drop in the
re the ee- number of cases of tuberculosis discovered.~t tempt In the first survey there were 260; in the

the atespt second sur-vey 130: and, as a result of the
nppeaesht examinations carried out so far in the
Id ealleda present survey, it is estimated that theId b caled number of cases of tuberculosis which will

be disclosed will be approximately 80.
nd too good The Poliomyelitis imnmunisation cam-

paign was interrupted for a period of three
Northanm is months owing to lack of supplies of Salk
tal after the vaccine. Despite this, considerable pro-

two. gress was made during the Year in the
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continuing vaccination of adults and of
new infants entering the community.
Immunisation has been facilitated by the
distribution of vaccine to private medical
practitioners in the metropolitan area,
while mobile clinics conducted by the de-
partment continued to operate regularly
in the country.

The infant health section of the depart-
ment continues to expand. A pilot scheme
in pre-school health, carried out in three
metropolitan infant health centres, is to
be extended. There are now seven Ngal-a
graduates on the infant health staff. The
first infant health clinic to be established
in the north-west was opened last year in
Eroome. The Government has made sub-
stantial contributions towards the cost of
construction of infant health clinic build-
ings in the metropolitan and country
areas.

The expenditure involved in transport-
ing patients from the north-west and Kim-
berleys who require specialist treatment in
Perth now totals approximately £12,000 per
annum. During the last 12 months
arrangements were made by the depart-
ment to send medical specialists to the
north-west and Kimberleys to give atten-
tion to people who, for domestic and other
reasons, found it impracticable to come to
Perth for treatment. It is hoped to con-
tinue this service.

Mr. Bickerton: It is a very good service.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It is indeed.
It is not as regular as we would like it to
be, but from time to time specialists will
be going north. I think the next one to
go north will be an ear, nose, and throat
specialist.

There has been substantial progress in
the field of occupational health. Within
the last few months an ear, nose, and
throat consultant and an occupational
health nurse have been appointed to assist
in the control of noise, which is probably
the most common industrial hazard, and
occupational dermatitis, which causes
more lost time than any other occupa-
tional disease.

An intensive fly eradication campaign is
shortly to be carried out by local health
authorities in the metropolitan area. It
has virtually begun. This campaign is to
be directed by the Public Health Depart-
ment, with the very great assistance of
the Health Education Council. Auxiliary
staff will be trained by the department
and then engaged by the local health
authorities for the coming summer Season.'Comprehensive regulations designed to
safeguard food from contamination have
been promulgated by the department.
These regulations apply particularly to
places where food is manufactured or sold.

Mr. Hawke: Do you know which is the
main fly-breeding period?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think it is
in the weeks just after the commencement
of spring, and leading up to about this
time.

Mr. 'Hawke, This compaign should start
earlier in the future, in that case.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: A lot of the
preliminary work was commenced earlier,
and negotiations were in hand to have uni-
versity students trained with a view to
utilising them during their holiday periods.
Of course, any fly campaign must virtu-
ally be a continuing one, and go on from
year to year. For it to be successful it is
imperative that the co-operation of all in-
dividuals-all householders--and children
be secured. Steps are being taken in that
direction.

In. connection with mental health ser-
vices, the report of the special committee
appointed to inquire into the needs of our
mental health services was received dur-
ing the last financial year, and progressive
steps are being taken to implement the
recommendations.

Preliminary detail has been prepared in
respect of a new mental defectives colony
at Guildford. Concerned with this pro-
posal will be the removal of all child-
ren from the Claremont Mental Hos-
pital to new and modern surroundings.
The original planning has had to be com-
pletely revised. The needs have received
considerable investigation not only in re-
spect of the children at the Claremont
Hospital, but also others who will require
outpatient treatment, and those associated
with voluntary agencies.

Opportunity has been taken to discuss
our plan with Dr. W. S. Maclay, the prin-
cipal Medical Officer, Board of Control,
Ministry of Health, England, who visited
this State recently. I have arranged with
him for the submission of a plan of a simi-
lar project now under way in the United
Kingdom. Dr. Maclay has undertaken to
write for these plans immediately, and as
soon as they are received they will be
submitted to the Principal Architect so
that our plans may proceed as quickly as
possible. It is expected this work will
commence next financial year.

As members will know, there has been
some delay in the planning of the Guild-
ford project; but there has been a need for
caution, as attitudes towards the care and
treatment of the mentally ill, alongside
medical practice, have undergone a com-
plete change in the last decade, and more
so in the past few years. This has a lot
to do with the findings of the Royal Com-
mission in the United Kingdom. Originally
the plan for the Guildford colony was to
house approximately 900 patients; and
when this Government assumed office
plans were being prepared for that figure.
It was then realised that this would re-
quire a colossal expenditure which could
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not be justified in view of the new trends
in mental health which, unless real con-
sideration is given to them, cannot easily
be appreciated.

Ina any case, the plan for 900 beds was
first reduced to a plan for some 600 beds,
and this has been still further reduced to
about 300. 1 took the opportunity of talk-
Ing to Dr. Maclay on this very point, and I
said I could possibly be accused of delay-
ing the introduction of what is the build-
ing of an excellent mental health pro-
ject. He informed me-and he might 'just
have been trying to be kind to mne- "It
is far far better for you to make sure of
what should be done than to proceed too
hastily with work that is not in keeping
with modern trends in the treatment of
the mentally ill."

Apparently the whole idea is to break
up the large institutions which in the past
have catered for the mentally ill, and to
have hostels, day hospitals, and clinics
scattered around the metropolitan area
so that there can be day-to-day treat-
ment rather than institutional treatment.
Apparently it is better to have this type of
treatment than institutions in which cus-
todial care is given, and that the com-
munity should to a great extent house its
own mentally disordered people. The more
the public realises. that, the more likely is
the scheme to succeed. There is a goad
deal of evidence in our community, and
actually throughout all countries of the
world which have fairly enlightened views
on this matter, that there is a trend to-
wards public appreciation of the need to
get away from the old methods of treat-
menit.

Mr. TOwS: I do not think the public
fully realise the position at Claremont
where people are mixed up in categories in
which they should not be.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: To some
extent that is so; and that is one of the
reasons why it is hoped to get the children
away from there, and .also the old people
who are only in a stage of senility and
do not really require certification.

Mr. Toms: I had the experience of seeing
a lad there and he was put in a section with
mongols. it is not very helpful to them.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: We have
endeavoured to make improvements there,
and a good deal of money has been spent.
As a matter of fact, in the notes I have
there is shown the amount that has been
expended at Claremont, and endeavours
are being made to bring it up to a better
standard. Difficulties are experienced be-
cause of the necessity to house those
people who have been institutionalised over
the years; but considerable progress has
been made.

Questions might be asked subsequently
about the amount of money that is avail-
able from the Commonwealth to expend

on capital works for mental health pro-
jects. A sum of £120,000 was originally
allocated for this State about the year
1955, and the expenditure was on the basis
that the State must spend £2 for every £1
of that money; and it was to be spread
over a 10-year period. A aumn of £500,000
remains to be spent, and the period has
been extended beyond 1965 to allow the
money to be used. Originally the idea was
that if the money was not spent within
that 10-year period it had to revert to
the Commonwealth; but, as I said, the
10-year period has been extended.

The new approach to mental disorder
has been assisted by the introduction of
new therapies and new drugs. It is con-
sidered that no longer is there a need for
such large institutions as have teen built
previously. We are hopeful that in years
to come our population permanently in
the chronic hospitals will be reduced con-
siderably, despite the State's increased
population. As a matter of fact, it is
hoped that the peak has now been reached.

New mental health legislation has been
introduced, and it is intended that it
should lie over until next year. In the in-
tervening Period it is hoped that all in-
terested people and organizations will make
every endeavour to research this legisla-
tion, to try to prove its imperfections and
to improve it f or introdu6tion in a subse-
quent year.

Plans are being prepared for a new day
hospital at Shenton Park and a tender
has been let for the construction of a new
sheltered workshop at Graylands. A new
social therapy block is in course of con-
struction at Hecathcote Hospital, and this
should be ready for occupation early in
the New Year. Continuous repair and
renovation work is being carried out at our
various mental hospitals. Loan funds have
been provided and planning is proceeding
on a number of important projects, among
which are-

New laundry block at Claremont Men-
tal Hospital.

Remodelling of kitehen and boiler-
house at Lemnos Hospital.

A 240-bed dormitory at Whitby Falls.
Remodelling of the Irrabeena centre

at West Perth for the Slow Learn-
ing Children's group.

Vote: Fisheries, £96,455-

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would now
like to make some reference to items relat-
ing to the Fisheries Department. It is
estimated that the number of fishermen
engaged full time in the fishing industry is
1,923. There are 1,053 fishing boats, and
the value of the boats is approximately
£2,750,000, the value of the gear being
approximately £750,000. The figures of
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commercial production for fish, crayfish,
prawns, and crabs for the years 1959-60-
61 are as follows:

12 mths. Total Approx.
ended lb. value

30-6-59 27,846,000 £2,993,000
30-6-60 30,220,400 £3,663,500
30-6-61 27,838,000 £3,660 ,400

The figures for the export of crayfish
tails and whole cooked crayfish for those
three Years are as follows:-

Year
1958-59
1959-60
1960-61

lb.
6,264,000
6,472.000
6,359,500

Valued at
Dollars
6,790,000
7,760,000
8,000.000

There are 57 crayfish processing factories
comprising 19 shore plants and 38 freezer
boats. The shore plants are located at
Robb Jetty, Fremantle, Perth, Ledge Point,
Lancelin, Jurien Bay, Dongara, and Ger-
aldton. The operations of the freezer boats
extend from Fremnantle waters north to
Shark Bay.

The approximate value of whaling to
the end of September was as follows:-

Year

1959
1960
1961

The value of pearling for
as follows:-

Approximate
Value

£893,000
£.. 730,000

.... .... -.. £816,000
those Years was

1959 .... .... £ 287,000
1960 .... £ . 270,000
1961 .... ... £-150,000

The value of pearls for 1959 was £7,000;
for 1960 the value was £7,210; and for
1961 it was £8,000.

I would now like to say a word about
research. The department has two prin-
cipal research activities proceeding at the
present time; namely, crayfish and ex-
ploratory fishing. The crayfish research
is a continuing process necessary for the
conversion and wise usage of the fishery.
The present emphasis is on the growth
rate of the animal once it has adopted a
bottom-living existence. By this means
Information on the age structure of the
population and age to first maturity can
be obtained. In addition to this work, catch
effort and length frequency data are being
accumulated to provide essential informa-
tion on fishing intensity and its effect on
the population structure.

The fishing potential of the northern
waters is practically unknown, and the ex-
ploratory fishing programme is aimed at
gathering data on the occurrence and
abundance of commercial species. Em-
phasis has been placed on bottom-living
fish: and as a result, a small prawn fish-
ery has been established at Shark Bay. An
additional research officer has been ap-
pointed and given the task of analysing
the results of the exploratory fishing to-
gether with prosecuting biological re-
search on the main species of prawns being

(4) to appoint sub-committees,
working groups as required.

or

Members of the committee are the Director
of Fisheries, chairman; representatives of
the W.A. University and Museum, Division
of Fisheries and Oceanography, C.S.I.R.O.,
and the Division of Fisheries, Department
of Primary Industry.

caught. Biological work will also be under-
taken on the commercial scallop which
occurs in Shark Bay.

I would now like to say a few words on
fauna conservation. AS the State is de-
veloped agriculturally and industrially the
need for practical measures to protect and
conserve our fauna becomes more pressing.
The department's programme for habitat
reservation has resulted in the reservation
of 108 sanctuaries comprising a total of
approximately 2,500,000 acres. A further
20 acres are at present under considera-
tion. Plans for scientific control and
management of these sanctuaries are
being developed.

In recent months the department has
been concerned in a special effort to save
from extinction the short-necked tortoise,
one of the world's rarest animals. The
Government allocated £1,000 towards the
cost of tesuming and fencing the swamps
on which it is known to occur. A Public
appeal has been launched for funds to
enable research to be undertaken into the
creature's needs.

At a conference of Commonwealth and
State Fisheries Ministers held at Canberra
on the 1st September, 1961, it was de-
cided to form an Australian Fisheries
Council and a Standing Committee of
Fisheries on a similar basis to the Austra-
lian Agricultural Council. Members of the
council are the Minister for Primary In-
dustry, as chairman, and all State Fish-
eries Ministers. The Standing Committee.
whose duties include advising the council
on matters relating to the welfare and de-
velopment of fishing industries, comprises
the Director of Fisheries, Department of
Primary Industry; Chief of the Division of
Fisheries and Oceanography of the
C.S.I.ftfl.: and the permanent heads of
all State Fisheries Departments.

A committee known as the Western
Fisheries Research Committee was recently
set up to advise in relation to fisheries re-
search and to direct activities in Western
Australia. Its functions are-

(1) to guide and review all research
programmes, and to determine
priorities in relation to manpower
and equipment;

(2) to accept responsibility for re-
commending the introduction or
modification of conservational
measures;

(3) to receive reports from all research
officers engaged in fisheries studies
in Western Australia;
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MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) [3.1 P.M.]:
The Chief Secretary in introducing his
estimates made reference to one or two
points which are of vital importance to
my area. I would like to bring them to
his notice with a view to something being
done about them. He mentioned a new
gaol at Albany and also repairs and addi-
tions at the Fremantle gaol. I heartily
agree with the opinion of the private
members who visited the Fremantle gaol
recently, as that institution is a disgrace
to Western Australia. However, there are
other places in which the prisons and gaols
are not what they might be.

In the first instance I refer to the Ger-
aldton gaol. This is a very old building
and it is situated in the centre of the
town. It has been built on to and reno-
vated from Year to year; and only recently
money has been spent on renovations. I
am sure the Chief Secretary will agree
with me when I say this Place is out-
moded, outdated, and outsited. The
people of Geraldton would like to see some-
thing done about this matter. They would
like that gaol to be shifted from its present
site and a new gaol built.

The gaol at Northampton, although
smaller, is just as old: and, if anything, it
is more dilapidated than the gaol at Ger-
aldton. I notice that in the Loan Esti-
mates provision has been made for exten-
sions and alterations to the Northampton
gaol. However, there is no such provision
this year for the gaol at Geraldton.

The Minister for Health referred to the
regional hospitals at Geraldton and Bun-
bury: and he mentioned the calling of
tenders for those hospitals. We know that
Ministers and Governments are faced with
all sorts of difficulties regarding finance for
the building of hospitals; but we also know
that a hospital is required at Geraldton
as the district is growing far too big and
Important to be continually neglected in
this regard.

The remarks the Minister made in
connection with the administration of
the Public Health Department generally
have my whole-hearted support, par-
ticularly as regards the staff in the
northern district hospitals. Our Gerald-
ton Hospital and maternity hospital are
well maintained by the Medical Depart-
ment and are always in good condition,
well-staffed, and well looked after, despite
the fact that they are old buildings. Every
credit should go to the department for
the way these hospitals are looked after-
and I say that without any reservations.

Apparently our Medical Department has
been built on solid foundations; and I feel
sure that as methods improve and new
ideas come to hand, provided the depart-
ment has the funds, full advantage is
taken of these facts. Perhaps the time
will come when our department will be
second to none in the whole Common-
wealth.

The activities in regard to fisheries are
of considerable interest to me because
of the great value that industry is to the
town of Geraldton, quite apart from its
value to the State. The work force
fin Geraldton has been considerably
built up by the fishermen who are
employed in that town, and their families.
I know it is the wish of everybody that
the present position shall continue. I
speak particularly in regard to the cray-
fishing industry; and it would seem that
the advisory committee that advises the
Minister in connection with fishing mat-
ters-and more particularly in relation to
crayfishing-is doing quite a good job.

Last year, in spite Of the fears that were
expressed in some quarters, the industry
in Geraldton showed a marked improve-
ment. Instead of falling back, as some
feared, the industry not only held its own
but improved its catch in the northern
waters. I am sure the Minister would
agree with me in this regard.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Yes.
Mr. SEWELL : I would now like to make

reference to what is known as the fisher-
men's jetty at Geraldton. The Minister re-
minded me about this a few days ago. Ap-
parently someone slipped along the line as
there has not yet been any official opening
of that Jetty. However, I would like to
assure the Minister that so far as the
people in the industry at Geraldton are
concerned-and the suggestion was made
to me the other day-they would like the
Minister to come up at Christmas time and
declare the jetty open, despite the fact it.
has been in use for some time. If members
had been in Geraldton in the first two days
of this week, they would have been in-
terested to see the activity that was taking
place on that jetty, as the fishermen were
preparing for what they call the white
crays.

I was accompanied by visitors from the
Eastern States, and they were most imn-
pressed with the activities that were taking
Place and with the wealth that is Produced
in our northern waters by our fishermen.
I echo the wish of the great majority of
fishermen that a close watch be kept on
this industry generally. If that is done,
it will improve from year to year, and the
desires we have had for many years will
actually come to fruition and this State
will benefit in no small way from our fish-
ing industry.

51R. NULSEN (Eyre) [3.7 p.m.]: I
wish to say a few words on the estimates
of the Medical and Health Departments.
First of all, I want to say that as far as
hospitals are concerned in my area we
have no demands to make at the present
time. There is a nice little hospital at
Coolgardie which serves a very good pur-
Pose in the area. We are only a few
miles from Kalgoorlie. I had a bit of
trouble keeping that hospital open at one
time, as the department was anxious to
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close it. However, I was successful, and
over those years it has paid dividends as
far as health is concerned.

At Norseman, there is a very good hos-
pital which is financially supported by
the miners, as they make a weekly con-
tribution through a fund. This enables
the hospital to remain in a sound financial
position.

I am of the opinion that the cost of
hospitals is very high, and I do not know
what the Minister will do if they keep
rising. In addition, I think he will have
to keep a close watch on the doctors and
professors of this State, because they are
pretty extravagant. If they get their own
way, I think the metropolitan area will
be over-flooded with hospitals, because
they seem to forget all about the country.
I am not complaining about these men.
but I am speaking from practical experi-
ence.

A scheme was Put up to me over many
years-a scheme which had no regard for
politics or what members of Parliament
and the people, generally speaking, desired.
It was just a scheme the doctors and pro-
fessors thought would be better-I think
I can use the superlative and say the best
-so far as this State is concerned. We
have to be careful in that respect and we
must not allow those people to get too far
away from us. I am sure the Minister
will keep a close watch on the position. If
he does not, and they have their way, they
will break the State as far as hospitalisa-
tion is concerned. I do not altogether
blame the profession, because it is doing its
best; but those in the profession have no
regard for finance, and that is one thing
the Minister must watch.

I can assure members that the cost of
building hospitals is going up and up all
the time. I suppose that to build a highly-
mechanised hospital, complete with all
facilities, would cost anything from £10 ,000
to £12,000 a bed.

The hospital boards in the country are
doing a very good job. As I have had a
lot to do with hospital boards I know they
work very well on a voluntary basis. There
are usually on each board two or three
members who understand finance and
therefore attend to the financial matters
involved. Norseman has a very good board,
as has Leonora, and also Laverton. Each
of those hospitals has a medical fund.

The department has a very good admini-
strator in the person of Mr. Horace Smith,'who keeps a close watch on hospitals.I have thought at times that he has been
a little too severe. But this has been
necessary because professional people,
unless they are kept well in hand, are apt
to exceed the finances allotted to them.
I do not mean that they do so dishonestly.
but they spend ad lib and consequently
are unable to meet all the obligations.

I just saw an es-banker look at me then
as though he knows something about the
matter. I suppose he has had experience
with farmers. I found that farmers were
very poor business people and sometimes
did not know how much land they owned.
Of course, others are very good.

The Minister has a very good team of
loyal officers. He has the Under-Secretary
(Mr. Devereux), a man who works hard
and is enthusiastic. He does his best, irre-
spective of any political outlook he may
have. This also applies to the deputy (Mr.
Gibson), and the chief matron (Miss Lee).
The Public Health Commissioner (Dr. Hen-
zell) is a very hard and strenuous worker,
who knows his job and does it to the best
of his ability. I have a very high regard
for all the officers, including Dr. David-
son, who has a wide experience not only
in the metropolitan area but also in the
country. The epidemiologist (Dr. Snow)
has had great experience and is a very
loyal officer, as is Mr. Dean of that de-
partment.

Because I will not have another oppor-
tunity to do so, I desire now to pay tri-
bute to Miss Bennett, who was my secre-
tary for years, when I was Minister. She
did a splendid job, and any new secretary
would have to be taught by Miss
Bennett, who is a first-class shorthand-
typist and knows her job thoroughly. I
want to express my gratitude to her for
the work she did as my secretary. Miss
Lipfert, who relieved her, is typist to the
Under-Secretary of the Crown Law De-
partment, and she also did a very fine job,
for which I thank her.

The Royal Perth Hospital is a big in-
stitution. It is impossible to balance the
budget; and that is one of the reasons I
sought information from the Minister
today to ascertain the deficit of the hos-
pitalisation in Western Australia; that is,
of course, including the big hospitals as
well as the small ones. I also wanted to
know the deficit of the Health Depart-
ment. I know that between the two it
must be a big sum.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Probably about
the £5,000,000 mark.

Mr. NULSEN: It would pay the Govern-
ment today to arrange to have all hos-
pitals built by outside organisations, such
as the Church of England. the Methodist
Church, the Salvation Army, and the
Catholic organisations, and pay interest on
the capital expenditure. I am sure that, if
he has not already done so, the Minister
would find that such a procedure would
pay handsomely. Apart from that, it is
helpful to those outside organisations.

Hospitals are buildings we cannot do
without; and unless there is a great al-
teration in the financing of them, it would
pay the Government to have them built
by these outside organisations because, by
comparison, they would show a profit in-
stead of a deficit.
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Mr. Griffith, the Administrator of the
Royal Perth Hospital, did a wonderful job
while I was there. I defy any Minister to
be able to decide at the hospital what
should be done financially. He must leave
it to his administrator, who is always very
enthusiastic and reliable. Mr. Griffith has,
of course, had a lot of experience. He
played a great part in the creation of a
Chair of Medicine at our university, hav-ing collected with others, about £150,000
towards it.

The successor to Sir Ross McDonald is
Mr. Tom Sten, who is doing a very good
job. We are lucky to have such worthy
gentlemen.

The Fremantle Hospital Board is a very
good one. As a matter of fact the minis-
ter should know all about that because he
was a member of it. I want to pay tribute
to Mr. W. Wauhop whom I have known for
many years. Also to Mr. ScrYm~geour.

The board of King Edward Memorial
Hospital has done very fine work. A com-
mittee looks after matters for that hos-
pital, the chairman of which Is Mr. Frank
Roan, who is a very fine man and one
who has taken a very keen interest in that
important hospital. Mr. Hutchinson, the
Administrator, also deserves commenda-
tion.

There are a number of infant health
centres and clinics throughout the State,
and they do a very good job. They get
down to fundamentals and look after the
babies almost from the time they are born.
They start the babies off on a sound basis,
and in consequence the children grow up
to be fine citizens both physically and
mentally. I do not know how many infant
health centres there are in the State; but
I know that when Mr. Hawke was Premier
and Treasurer he fostered them, and great
progress was made. I think the new Min-
ister has followed Mr. Hawke's custom
in that regard.

The Health Education Council is an-
other Hawke creation. The council has
done a tremendous amount of good, and
its members are most enthusiastic. They
take a keen interest in the organisation
and attend the meetings and make valu-
able contributions towards the health and
welfare of the People of the State. The
chairman of the council is very enthusias-
tic, and the secretary is a good officer. We
are lucky to have such an organisation.
I could expand quite a lot on these sub-
jects, but as time is running on I shall not
do so.

I want to say a few words about the
Edward Millen Home at East Victoria Park,
which is south of the river. The People
south of the river want a large hospital
and they should have one as soon as we
can give it to them. I do not understand
the attitude of the Repatriation Depart-
ment in regard to the Edward Millen
Home. which is on a very nice site. I feel
that my successor, the present Minister,

has received the same reverses in regard
to taking over that home as a State hos-
pital as I did. I had the support, in my
endeavours. of various organisations in-
cluding. I think-although I am not sure
-the R.S.L. But seemingly the Repatria-
tion Department is an empire to itself in
regard to the Edward Millen Home.

I do not know whether I should go so
far as to say the Repatriation Department
is a bureaucracy; but it seemed to domi-
nate the position, and the Federal Gov-
ernment did not intervene in any way at
all. Consequently the department has
something that should have been made
available to the State as a hospital.

Provision could be made for the Edward
Millen Patients to go to Hollywood. I am
told there is plenty of room, and empty
wards, at Hollywood, and that that has
been the Position for a long time. I1 am
sorry there has not been more co-operation
between the Repatriation Department and
the State Government. The Government
was not asking for something for nothing;
it only wanted to see what could be done.
If some arrangement had been arrived at
similar to that which applies at the Chest
Hospital it would have been satisfactory.
We have the use of 20 or 30 general beds
at the Chest Hospital.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: About 80 now.
Mr. N-ULSEN: That is a colossal advan-

tage to the State; it is another hospital.
I do not know the terms under which the
Government has those beds.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Common-
wealth agreed.

Mr. NULSEN: The Commonwealth owns
the Edward Millen Home where there are
about 30 to 40 beds. The patients there
could be moved to Hollywood; and I do
not think it would inconvenience the
Hollywood Hospital, because there are
plenty of facilities there. To do what I
have suggested would be less expensive for
the Repatriation Department than the
Present set-up, because it would have to
maintain only one hospital instead of two.

Even if the Edward Millen Homne was
not used as a hospital for South Perth, it
would make a very good hospital for Vic-
toria Park; and the time will come when
Victoria Park will need to have a separate
hospital.

I cannot understand why the Repatria-
tion Department has not been more co-
operative. It has always been very good
and attentive as far as I am concerned;
it has been Prompt in doing anything that
I wanted it to do. Whenever I have got
in touch with the department in regard
to my electorate or any of my constituents.
it has done its best for me. I could say
more on this subject because at times I
have felt a bit hostile about the Edward
Millen Home; and I think the Present
Minister has been treated the same as I
was treated in the Past.
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The Bill for an Act to consolidate and
amend the law relating to the treatment
of mental disorder is, 11 think, a very
important one-one of the most important
that has been introduced in this House.

When I was the Minister for Health. I
had a Bill drafted. It was far more cum-
bersome than the one now before the
Chamber; and I was advised by the then
Inspector-General (Dr. Thompson) to hold
it over for the time being because in the
United Kingdom a Royal Commission was
inquiring into mental health, and it had
not finalised its report. The inspector-
general, therefore, thought it better not to
proceed with the legislation for the time
being.

This Bill being so important, I wonder
why it was brought into the Chamber at
such a late stage of the sitting. I do not
think it could have been ready, although
the inspector-general has had time to pre-
pare it. Nevertheless it is here now, and it
will give the people in Western Australia
who are interested in mental health an
opportunity of perusing it and knowing
something about it before it is dealt with
next year.

If a big Hill is not introduced early in
the session members sometimes cannot
understand it. In this measure there are
a number of clauses; and in order that they
may be dealt with properly, they should be
thoroughly understood. On this occasion
members will have plenty of time to make
inquiries, which is of advantage. I am
sorry, however, that the Bill was not
brought down earlier.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I just could not
get it to the starting position. As a matter
of fact, I tried to get it ready for last year,
but Dr. Moynagh had a tremendous amount
of work to do: and it almost looked as
though I would not be able to introduce
it this year. A very large amount of work
went into its Preparation.

Mr. NtTLSEN: Dr. Moynagh would have
had a very good committee working with
him-a committee composed of psychia-
trists and draftsmen.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: They do not al-
ways work well together.

Mr. NULSEN: I know that.
Mr. Bovell: They must be like members

of Parliament!
Mr. NtILSEN: The Leader of the Op-

position was very interested in establishing
a new mental hospital. About 1957 or 1958
he went to the trouble to inspect a selected
site at Guildford, and finally decided that
his Government would buy it. I tried to
get plans and specifications prepared for
the building, but there was not sufficient
time: and there were also other matters of
mental health that had to be attended to.
with the result that the matter was held
in abeyance. Nevertheless, I was disap-
pointed that nothing further was done

until 1959; and apparently nothing has
been done yet, because I do not think the
Minister has the plans and specifications
of a new mental hospital to be built on
the Guildford site even now.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No.

Mr. NULSEN: Whatever Government is
returned to office next year, I hope a start
will be made on that hospital as soon as
Possible, because it is important work. I
am glad to see that the Lunacy Act is to be
repealed altogether and a new title is to
be given to the legislation for mental dis-
orders. More than half of the patients who
are in mental hospitals at the present time
should be granted greater freedom than
they enjoy today. I hope that when the
new hospital is built there will be separate
sections in it for children. That is ex-
tremely necessary. If it were possible, I
would prefer to see those children separated

altogether from the main mental diseases
hospital.

I notice that within the six mental in-
stitutions-including Claremont, which has
1,411 patients-there is a total of 1,82?
patients, and that there has been a reduc-
tion, since 1958, of 37 patients. That
sounds well, because our Population is in-
creasing every year; and, as members know.
our total population has nearly reached the
736,624 mark. That is all I have to say
in regard to these estimates.

MR. HALL (Albany) [3.33 p.m.]: I
thank the Minister for passing to me the
information on the holding gaol at Albany.
I may have misinterpreted his remarks.
but I was under the impression that that
building would be a prison as well as a
holding gaol. I would like to mention that
I was one of several members who paid
a visit to the Fremantle gaol, with the
consent of the Chief Secretary; and the
tour of that prison was very educational.
It was extremely notteeable, however, that
there seem to be many men who are will-
ing to do j obs; but as they are not offer-
ing, those men are at a loose end.

The gaol is well kept and is very clean,
particularly that section reserved for
female prisoners. Unfortunately, one
female Patient seems to have been im-
prisoned under unsavoury conditions, but
I am sure the Chief Secretary is giving
consideration to that matter as a result
of the controversy that arose.

The point I wish to raise in regard to
the prisons and gaols in country towns is
that, as the member for Geraldton has
said, many of them are extremely old and
in a dilapidated condition. Unfortunately
public opinion is that we should refrain
from spending money on institutions which
are not considered to be useful.

This session I asked a, series of ques-
tions of the Minister for Police and of the
Chief Secretary; and without wearying the
House by quoting the answers, I would
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point out that there is an increase of male
and female prisoners held in all gaols and
holding gaols. The late Minister for
Police (Mr. Perkins) was rather loth to
take steps to obtain information from
the 110 gaols in our State because, he said,
it would take too long to compile. How-
ever, if we follow our counterparts in
other States it will be found that they have
gone to tremendous lengths to obtain a
clear-cut picture of what is happening in
their gaols.

I feel sure that by improving the con-
ditions of those prisoners who are serving
short-term sentences, and by placing them
in better surroundings, we could return
them to society as better citizens, as i s
being done in South Australia. In that
State the cost of prison administration
has been reduced by the prisoners growing
vegetables and doing laundry work; and
in some gaols the Prisoners have been
manufacturing textiles, all of which has
the effect of reducing the maintenance
costs.

I notice that in Fremantle the prisoners
manufacture shoes, but the man-power
exceeds the quantity of work available, and
therefore the economics of the production
are out of balance.

We should have a closer look at that
aspect, and also give closer study to the
parole system In order to reduce the num-
ber of prisoners in our gaols. A better
system of parole could be effected by
appointing more efficient parole officers.
The better type of Prisoner could be re-
leased on parole, which would reduce the
overall cost of administration and shorten
the prisoner's sentence. We could place a
prisoner in an environment where he
would realise he had sinned against
society, and would be given a better chance
to reform.

I believe that country centres should be
given better types of gaols and steps should
be taken whereby the prisoners could be
employed in the growing of vegetables to
relieve the monotony of their isolated exist-
ence. This would have the effect of re-
ducing the fits of depression to which they
are often subject as a result of their
worrying about their wives and families
outside the prison. In most cases, this is
nine-tenths of the trouble in the gaols;
and, as a result, all sorts of things happen
among the prisoners.

We could decentralise the gaols in cer-
tain areas, where prisoners serving short-
term sentences could be placed; and this
at least would reduce the overall cost,
because the parole system could be used
to the greatest advantage. I commend the
Chief Secretary for the forward movement
his department has made in an effort to
improve the set-up at Albany which, as
I said, in a previous speech, could be
likened to the Belsen horror camp.

I now wish to refer to the question of
spear-fishing. on the 12th October, 1961.
I asked the Minister for Fisheries the
following question:-

Are owners of spear-guns required
to register with the Fisheries Depart-
ment?

The answer to that question was "No.",
My second question was--

If not, what form of control is there
over operators of spear-guns?

The Minister replied-
The power to control is given by the

Spear Guns Control Act, 1955. admini-
stered by the Minister for Police.

I do not wish to weary the House unneces-
sarily by outlining what is contained in the
Act, but I draw the attention of the Min-
ister to the vulnerability of this Act. With-
out a shadow of a doubt the spear-gun is
a lethal weapon. Many Youngsters can be
found making spear-guns out of pieces of
wood and elastic bands, and there is no
doubt that they are potential killers.

I can recall a case, which occurred in
my electorate, of a boy who was in a small
boat and, by some misfortune, pointed a
gun at another lad. The spear was re-
leased, and the lad who was struck nearly
lost his life because his kidney was punc-
tured by the spear. Unfortunately, we have
no control over the use of these spear-guns,
and no instruction is given in their use.

From a reading of the Act it will be seen
that very little control is exercised over the
use of these weapons. The spear-gun is a
lethal weapon which has the same effect
as the air rifle or shotgun. I do not wish
to penalize the spear-fisherman in any
way; but these people should be able, by
the Payment of a small charge of 6d., to
register and receive instruction from the
authorities in the use of spear-guns or
11gidgies." In this way our conscience
would be clear should accidents occur as
the result of the misuse of these weapons.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [3.41 P.m.]: Last year
I made reference to the fact that the Min-
ister had, some time before, made two
announcements. One was his intention to
erect an occupational therapy centre at
Heathcote; and the other, to spend £50,000
on erecting a similar centre at the Sunset
Home.

I complained at the time that consider-
able publicity had been given to these pro-
posals but no action had been taken. The
Minister objected to the criticism; but it
did have some result, because shortly after-
wards active steps were taken to provide a
centre at Heathcote. I express my pleasure
that this project has been Pushed along:
and that very shortly, if not already, it
will be made available to the inmates there.

This is a necessary Provision and one
which will be of considerable advantage to
the unfortunate persons who are obliged to
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becomneinmates. I have often felt that one
of the drawbacks of the treatment provided
in an institution of that kind is the con-
siderable amount of idle time which the
patients have on their hands. That makes
it extremely difficult for the persons re-
ceiving treatment in the institution to be-
come well as quickly as they could. This
occupational therapy centre at Heatheote
will be a major contribution to that end.'I congratulate the Minister on having ful-
filled at least that undertaking.

But what has happened to the centre to
be provided at the Sunset Home? That
project was announced prior to the Heath-
cote project. It was announced that the
Government intended to spend £50,000 on
that centre.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Do you say that
I made that statement?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: When you sit

down I shall let you know.
Mr. TONKIN: I have checked with

Hansard to make sure that my facts were
right.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I hope you have.
Mr. TONKIN: They are right. If the

Minister wants to make a quick check, I
can refer him to the report in The West
Australian of the 11th July, 1959.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Your remarks
were made in 1960.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I have kept the

notes in my pockets for 12 months.
Mr. TONKIN: What I said was--

It reads well. It would cause people
to say "This is the Government! It
has the idea of what is required." The
Minister's statement continued-

Proposals to develop occupa-
tional therapy worth £50,000.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You said that.

Mr. TONKIN: No. That was recorded
in The West Australian of the 11th July.
I take it the newspaper reporter must have
got the facts from the Minister, or from
his office with the Minister's sanction.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.7 p.mn.

Mr. TONKIN: Earlier I referred to a
statement which the Minister had made
and which was reported in The West Auts-
tralian of the 11th July. 1959, with regard
to proposals for occupational therapy at
Sunset Home. I gathered from the Min-
ister's interjections at that time that he
was somewhat sceptical about what I was
saying, so I took advantage of the suspen-
sion to locate the newspaper to which I
was referring in order that there could be
no doubt whatever that I knew what I
was talking about.

The article to which I referred is on
page 12, the heading being "Therapy
Scheme for Rest Home"; and it reads as
follows:-

Proposals to develop occupational
therapy facilities at Sunset Home, Dal-
keith, are among improvements worth
£50,000 planned for the rest home.
Health Minister Hutchinson who
Visited te Home Yesterday said that
the existing buildings might be used to
cater for this therapy. It was in-
tended also to extend the size and
scope of the present physiotherapy
section. One of the most important
things is to raise the general standard
of the home and the entire staff is to
be congratulated on its energetic work
in this connection said the Minister.
The Government intended to help
with the Problem. Under Secretary J.
3. Devereux, Public Health Commis-
sioner, Dr. Henzell, and Industrial
Minister Court, the district's M.L.A.,
accompanied Mr. Hutchinson on his
inspection tour yesterday.

I have not heard anything about that
since; and if the Minister has done any-
thing towards the furtherance of his plans.
I would like to hear about it, because I
think that is a place where these facilities
might very well be provided and ought to
be if it is at all possible. There is nothing
worse than being Idle and finding it diffi-cult to fill in one's time. I have often
wondered how irksome that must be for
ailing people and for aged people.

Mr* Ross Hutchinson: Quite right!
Mr. TONKIN: Therefore I hope that if

the Minister has such plans as those, he
will do something towards furthering them,
and that he will push on and endeavour
to bring them to fruition.

I repeat that I am very Pleased indeed
at what has been accomplished at Heath-
cote. I congratulate the Minister on hav-
ing-somnewhat belatedly, it is true-com-
pleted what his earlier announcement had
indicated he proposed to do.

I am disappointed that the Government
did not see fit to introduce legislation in
connection with natural therapy. A lot of
time was spent on this matter. Through
unfortunate circumstances and the desire
on the part of the commission to get as
much evidence as possible on the various
aspects, the report was delayed.

One of the major causes of delay was
that a person in Victoria originally agreed
to give evidence but subsequently, for
reasons which were undisclosed, declined
to come to Western Australia for the pur'-
pose. His evidence would have been most
valuable. This person, who was known to
me in my boyhood, went to America for
special training. He was a very brilliant
scholar, and won a scholarship at the age
of 12. He subsequently visited America,
and went through a course of training over
several years.
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Since his return, he has been established
in Collins Street, Melbourne, and he works
almost from daylight to dark, under the
Dietitians' Act in Victoria, carrying out
natural therapy treatment of a kind which
is prohibited in this State. He is highly
regarded. He has a very, very big income
as a result of what he is doing; and he
is doing it without let or hindrance, and
with the full knowledge of the Government.

I do not see why the people of Western
Australia cannot have a similar advantage;
and the only thing that will enable them
to get it is legislation in this State which
will enable them to be advised in the
way this is being successfully done
in Victoria. Unfortunately, this person.
for undisclosed reasons-I can only guess
at the reason, as the other members of the
commission tried to guess-cancelled the
arrangement he had originally made, and
did not come; so we- had no evidence on
this aspect of treatment at all, which is
most unfortunate.

However, the Natural Therapy Commis-
sion was unanimously of the opinion that
legislative steps should be taken in this
State to make it possible for chiropractors
and dietitians to give assistance to ailing
people without fear of prosection and
punishment under the law; and I regret
very much that the Government was not
disposed to take any action in connection
with the matter.

There is one other point with which I
desire to deal before I resume my seat. It
is somewhat related to natural therapy,
inasmuch as those who practise natural
therapy rely on herbs and manipulation
for their treatment. I have here a very
interesting publication which comes to me
regularly, It is called the Ulster Comn-
mnentary, and this particular issue is No.
187 of August 1961.

I was very interested in this article. I
wondered whether a somewhat similar type
of seaweed could be found in Western Aus-
tralia from which beneficial results might
flow. I propose to quote from page '7 of
this publication, which says-

One thousand pounds worth of dulse
ordered by U.S. firm for medicinal

purposes.
The longevity of Ulster folk is some-

times attributed to the fact that they
eat dulse. a seaweed which grows in
abundance along the coast. Now an
American firm is interested in dulse
(which has a high iodine content) as
a treatment for certain ailments.

in view of the most unfortunate occurrence
with regard to the late member and Minis-
ter who until recently occupied a seat in
this Chamber, my interest in this is
heightened. The publication goes on to
say-

An American firm-the name is not
disclosed-believes that dulse, an edible
seaweed which grows around the coast
of Ulster, can serve an important
medical purpose in the treatment of

coronary thrombosis and hardening of
the arteries. The firm has backed Its
belief with an order for £,1,000 worth
of dulse from the Olenarm, (County
Antrim) concern of Ulster Vitamins
Ltd.

For centuries past dulse has been
"harvested" from the sea, dried with
the salt still on it, and eaten. Deep
Purple in colour, it has a distinctive
tang which is pleasant to the palate.
The gathering and selling of dulse has
never amounted to anything like the
proportions of an industry; it is a
pocket-money activity at best. There
are few seaside towns where dulse
cannot be bought in the shops. The
weed also figures prominently in folk
songs.

What has attracted the American
firm's interest is that dulse has a high
iodine content. They believe that this.
wvith other characteristics of the
seaweed, would be valuable in the
treatment of the ailments mentioned.

"The order is a trial one", said Mr.
John Fisher. who manages the Glen-
arm firm, "but we hope it will lead to
other and bigger ones". Mr. Fisher
explained that the American firm had
turned down his firm's first sample
because it had been dried with the salt
content still on it. So he is arranging
to have the dulse gathered, cut, dried.
without delay and the salt washed out
of it.

"That type of dulse-a light purple
colour-which is generally thrown
away by pickers would be useful", he
added. Mr. Fisher has also been asked
by the Americans about the possibility
of supplying samples of powdered
dulse.

Gatherers along this part of the ma-
jestic Co. Antrim coast are being org-
anised for the dulse drive. Mr. Fisher
also hopes to attract the interest of
Co. flown gatherers and a collecting
point for this area may be set up in
Belfast.

So apparently this is not a funny story.
There is some real interest and belief be-
hind this proposal to collect the seaweed
and to use it for medicinal purposes.

Now the natural therapists believe that
there are many such organic things which
can be used in the treatment of various
ailments; and it might very well be that
we have a similar type of seaweed grow-
ing somewhere in Australia which could
be of some use medicinally. I raise the
point because the Minister may or may
not have seen reference to it, and I think
it is worthy of further inquiry; because if
there is anything we can do to assist
people to live longer, and to have less dis-
ability, we should try to do it.

Here they mention specifically coronary
thrombosis and hardening of the arteries,
and that is a worry to so many people.
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So it is quite Possible that there is some-
thing in it. I cannot imagine that a hard-
headed firm would spend £1,000 without
some justification; so it might very well be
that this is the commencement of some-
thing which could ultimately lead to very
worth-while results. I bring the matter to
the Minister's notice in the hope that fur-
ther inquiries will be made.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) L.4.21 pani]:
I wish to say a few words on these Esti-
mates, particularly in regard to poison
baits. I know you, Mr. Chairman, and
other members were very concerned when
you read a report in The West Australian
last Monday week of the irresponsible,
callous, and fiendish action of some person
in distributing some hundreds of dog baits
throughout the Carnarvon area. The re-
port in The West Australian was a very
brief one, but the report appearing in the
Northern Times last Thursday was fairly
full. It was written by a very responsible
person in, I understand, the Deputy Mayor
of Carnarvon, who was the reporter for
the paper. Therefore I intend to read this
report to members. it is headed . "Indis-
criminate Poisoning of Dogs", and states-

There are many sad homes in Car-
narvon district this week because more
than a score of family pets have been
the victims of poison baits thrown in-
discriminately on to lawns and up lane-
ways during last weekend.

Never in memory has such an in-
tense campaign of animal poisoning
been experienced in Carnarvon. Baits
were also dropped along the highway
running from Carnarvon to the plan-
tations.

On Monday the police had recovered
about 100 baits and many were handed
in by Private citizens. Property
owners reported finding as many as
40 baits on their property.

Dogs have been found dead all over
the town and in widely separated areas
along the north and south side of the
Gascoyne River.

That means that these baits were spread
over a distance of over 20 miles. To con-
tinue-

The police have taken a serious view
of the poison laying and on Monday
Sergeant L. Mumme visited all schools
and warned the children of the grave
danger of handling a bait and then
putting the hand to the mouth. It
would almost be sudden death, he said.

Parents have been warned per
mnedium of the radio of the danger
and the Carnarvon Town Council has
also placed notices to this effect
around the town.

Parents are upset because of the risk
to small children, especially as the
baits are done up to resemble a fancy
sweet. There have been instances of

parents and elder children taking baits
from smaller children which have been
Picked up alongside roadways and
lawns.

The baits are similar to those used
in aerial baiting of dingoes.

The baits are deadly poison and the
police advise that the surest method
of disposal is to burn the bait and
then bury the ashes.

Police are convinced that there are
many more baits not accounted for,
and the public are warned that the
baits remain effective for years.

The police are anxious to hear from
anyone who could help them in their
investigations in this matter and
apprehend the person or persons re-
sponsible for this fiendish act.

I might mention that around one shop,.
where a large number of little children
go for lollies and for stores for their
parents, over 20 baits were picked up. As
these baits resemble fancy sweets it is
quite likely that small children could
easily have picked them up and put them
into their mouths.

Mr. Nalder: Weren't they wrapped in
paper?

Mr. NORTON: They were; and it is now
my intention to give members a descrip-
tion of baits used in aerial baiting. In
Western Australia there is one firm in the
south which manufactures three different
types of baits. These baits are approxi-
mnately 4- in. by 4 in. by J in., and are made
up of meat, suet, and whale meat. The
No. I. bait, as it is known, is made of the
brisket; the No. 2 bait is made of suet and
butcher's crackle; and the No. 3 bait is
made of suet, butcher's crackle, and whale
meat to give it a lure. There is also
another bait which I understand is im-
ported. This is used quite freely by the
Vermin Control Board and is known as
the Queensland bait, or the tropical dip.

Each one of these baits is injected with
a half-grain tablet of strychnine. They
are wrapped in perfectly plain paper to
stop them from sweating or decomposing:
when wrapped in paper they last for a long
time. It has been found inadvisable to
impregnate the meat or bait with strych-
nine-that is, crystal or powdered strych-
nine-because it gives a bitter taste and is
not taken so readily by vermin: whereas
when the tablet is contained in the centre
of the bait the dog simply woifs the bait
down and the tablet is lodged straight in
the stomach.

Under section 34 of the Pharmacy and
Poisons Act, it is necessary that all poisons
shall be labelled. These particular baits
are put up in containers of 500 and 1,000,
and the containers themselves are branded
on the end with the word "poison." An
antidote is also written on the containers,
and they have "dog baits," "fox baits," etc.
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on them. But each bait is in plain paper.
Section 34 of the Pharmacy and Poisons
Act reads-

No Person shall sell any poison or
poisonous substance unless the con-
tainer immediately containing it is
marked in such manner and with such
Particulars as shall be prescribed.

As the position stands, anybody who does
not recognise these particular baits could
Dick them up not knowing what they were;
but if they were clearly marked as "poison'
there would be some chance of distinguish-
ing them from a piece of meat or a Ioily
wrapped in plain white paper.

These baits are registered under the
ninth schedule to the Pharmacy and
Poisons Act, and any poisons recorded
under that schedule are for agricultural
purposes; that is, for agricultural or hor-
ticultural use. There is no obligation on
the manufacturer, the distributor, or the
purchaser, to keep any record showing
to whom these poisons are supplied.
Strychnine is registered in the! fifth
schedule. When a person purchases one
of these containers of poisoned baits it
means that that person is purchasing
either 250 or 500 grains of loose strych-
nine according to the number of baits in
each container. I say, "loose strychnine'
because each pellet of strychnine can be
removed from the bait. It does not dis-
solve and remains In tablet form, the tab-
let being about half the size of an aspro.

It is quite simple for an individual who
wishes to purchase strychnine to do so
without any record being made; whereas.
if the purchase were made in the normal
way, in powdered form, a record of the
Purchase would be kept. With a view to
this being done, I had several discussions
with departmental officers: and, by tele-
Phone, I discussed the matter with the
Chief Public Health Inspector, the W.A.
Pharmaceutical Council, the police, and
the Vermin Control Board. Not one of
those departments or organisations realised
that it was so easy for a person to pur-
chase strychnine in this form.

I have no desire to make it difficult for
people in the cutback who are desirous of
destroying vermin to obtain these poisons.
But we must take cognisance of the fact
that there are irresponsible people in any
area, and it is time we tightened up our
laws, particularly in relation to a, Poison
as deadly as strychnine. I would recom-
mend that every wrapper of every bait
should be clearly marked with the word
"poison', so that there could be no mis-
take that it is a poison bait.

These baits are not unpalatable. They
do not have a smell that is obnoxious. In
fact, they could deceive because of the
fragrant aroma that emanates from them.
It appears that there is no regulation to
compel the purchaser of these poisons to
store them in a safe place. The general
practice is that the baits are removed from

the container when being loaded on to a
car, truck, or utility for the purpose of dis-
tribution. Very often, the vehicle that is
used, when the distribution of the baits is
completed, is left standing with baits still
lying in it.

I believe that these poisons should be
stored in a way similar to that in which
tobacco and other stores are handled on
the stations, and the Act which covers
these baits should be tightened. Section
39 of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act sets
out the methods for the storage of poison.
It reads as follows:-

Any person other than a pharma-
ceutical chemist in charge or posses-
sion of any poison, who leaves It in
any place (whether the same be Ord-
inarily accessible to others or not), uin-
less the bottle or package of whatso-
ever kind in which such poison is con-
tained is marked "poison," and other-
wise duly labelled in the manner pro-
vided by section thirty-four, shall be
guilty of an offence against this Act.
and liable, on conviction, to a penalty
not exceeding twenty pounds: Pro-
vided always, that this section shall
not apply to pharmaceutical chemists
in the conduct of their business.

I think that penalty is sufficient, and this
section should be amended to embrace
poison baits for dogs. When one person
sees a loophole in the Act and is able to
purchase poison in this form, it is quite
likely that another one will follow suit.
My concern is not so much about the
poisoning of dogs, although that is bad
enough. My main concern is for small
children who are liable to pick up these
baits and swallow them before anyone
knows what has happened. Although a
child would suddenly become ill, the par-
ent would not discover what was wrong
until it was too late.

It is in the interests of these little child-
ren that the Act should be tightened to
provide against those callous persons who
throw baits on lawns and other places in
the various towns. Even the happening
at Carnarvon in this regard should be
sufficient to warrant the Act being
amended.

There is another matter which I have
discussed with the Minister, but which I
would like placed on record. That is the
question of the subsidy paid on air fares
for people in Shark Bay. Shark Bay is
in rather a peculiar position in respect of
the payment on medical air fares because
it is half way between Geraldton and Car-
narvon. The People at Shark Bay first
obtain medical treatment from the Silver
Chain Hospital, and then have to travel
to Oeraldton and Carnarvon for extra
treatment. It is only natural, because
many of them have business interests in
Geraldton, for them to go to that town.
However, the position that arises is that
a person who travels to Geraldton for such



2838 (ASSEMBLY.)

treatment is unable to take advantage of
the subsidy on air fares when recom-
mended to go to Perth by his or her doctor
in Geraidton.

Those people are not complaining that
they do not receive a subsidy on the air
fares both ways, but they consider they
are entitled to a subsidy on their return
air fare. If they were travelling from
Carnarvan to Perth or from Shark Bay to
Perth they would be entitled to a subsidy
on their air fare both ways. Therefore
they should be entitled to the payment of
a subsidy on the return air fare from Perth.
They maintain that by their travelling to
Geraldton and claiming a subsidy on the
air fare only one way from Perth, there is
a considerable saving to the Medical De-
partment.

I have also made inquiries into the case
of a lad whose home is at Shark Bay, but
who attended the Geraldton High School.
He was recommended by a medical officer
to consult a specialist in Perth. Instead of
returning to his home in Shark Bay be-
fore travelling to Perth for treatment, he
travelled direct from Geraldton to Perth;
and, when he applied for the return air
rare he was told he was niot entitled to it
because he had been sent from Geraldton.
It would have been just as easy for the
parents of this lad to bring him to Shark
Bay and then to send him to Carnarvon,
from which centre he would have been
entitled to his return air fare.

I know the Minister will give this mat-
ter his sympathetic consideration. I have
raised it in debate because it is far easier
to give the details in this manner and to
explain them fully, than it is to put them
in writing. I therefore trust the Minister
will give the people in Shark Bay, in this
connection, his favourable consideration.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [40
p.nii: There are a couple of points I want
to make in relation to health. The first
concerns the question of alcoholics, on
which matter the Minister met a deputa-
tion from Fremantle. I will be as brief
as I can with my remarks. Most of the
material I wish to touch on is contained
in reports which I will make available to
Hansard to expedite matters. There is in
F'remantle what is known as the Fremnantle
Good Samaritan Council which was re-
sponsible for the convening of a meeting,
the minutes of which I have with me.

The meeting was convened by His Wor-
ship the Mayor, Mr. Samson. I will not read
the names of all the people who were
present, but I hope Hansard will include
the more important people like the city
councillors, the four rotarians, and various
members of Parliament, including the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. There
were also other people In attendance; and,
what is more important, the Minister for
Health himself graced the occasion with
his presence. I do not wish to make the
Minister feel uncomfortable by quoting any

remarks he might have made, because they
were Most commendable. The names of
the Fremantle city Councillors present at
the meeting are as follows:-

W. J. Hughes
C. H. Lamb
L. Brown
M. Scanlan.

The four rotarians are-
I. Hancock
R. Purdie
0. Sangster
S, Ryan.

Other important people present were the
Premier, Mr. K. Beasley, Prof. E. 0. Saint,
and the member for South Fremantle. The
minutes of that meeting read-

The Hon. It. Hutchinson, Chief Sec-
retary and Minister for Health, com-
mended those who have already done
so much for the needy. He felt that
the Government would give favourable
consideration to considerations put for-
ward by the proposed organisation. Mr.
Hutchinson also suggested that an ap-
proach to the Chief Secretary for the
purpose of a street appeal would re-
ceive the consideration of his depart-
ment. Mr. Hutchinson also stated that
although he could not commit the
Cabinet and Treasury to financial aid
he felt that if a sound proinositlon was
put forward by the elected committee,
it would without doubt receive earnest
consideration.

I ask that urgent consideration be given
even at this late stage to the cause
espoused at that meeting which, in effect,
was relative to the alcoholic problem not
only in the Fremantle area but in West-
ern Australia as a whole. As a conse-
quence of its being a port area, quite a
lot of people gravitate to Fremnantle seek-
ing work. Unfortunately those addicted to
drink remain there.

Mr. Rowberry: Al] of them?
Mr. FLETCHER: Not all of them, but

many of them do. While there they alter-
nate between hospital and gaol with mono-
tonous regularity. They are in and out of
gaol and in and out of hospital.

I would suggest to the minister that
while they are being treated for alcoholism
at the hospital they are occupying beds to
the exclusion of other patients. I do not
necessarily say that the other patients are
more in need of hospital isation: but the
purpose of the meeting was to endeavour
to obtain the establishment of some insti-
tution other than the existing hospital for
the treatment of alcoholics.

There appears to be a considerably higher
incidence of alcoholism in the port area
of Fremantle, owing to men gravitating
to this locality looking for work. That
being so, I submit to the Minister and
to other Government members that there
should be some initial receiving place in
F'remantle which could be supervised by
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members of the staff of the Mental Health
Department-that is, at Heathoote, Clare-
mont, or other institutions.

At the deputation, the Minister pointed
out to me the cost that would be involved.
I have a rather lengthy report here which
I will endeavour to bovrilise as much as
possible. I would point out that the Min-
ister said he would be prepared to meet
the deputation I have! mentioned arising
out of the meeting convened by His Wor-
ship the Mayor of Fremantle. About this
time the municipality of North Fremantle
wrote to me as follows:-

The Council of this Municipality has
resolved to approach the H-on. Minis-
ter for Health with a request that con-
sideration be given by the Govern-
ment to the establishment of a receiv-
ing home for alcoholics.

A copy of the letter forwarded to
the H-on. Minister is enclosed for your
information.

The Town Clerk, North Fremantle Muni-
cipality, wrote to the Minister on the 4th
October, as follows:-

The Council of this Municipality has
directed that I write to you request-
ing- that consideration be given by the
Government to the provision of suit-
able premises for the accommodation
of alcoholics. For some years an an-
nual appeal has been received for as-
sistance from the Fremantle District
Unemployed Relief Canteen and
Haven, which is situated in marine
Terrace, Fremantle. It is because of
these approaches that Council has
taken some interest in this canteen.
On several occasions the premises have
been visited by members of Council
and myself as Town Clerk, with the
express intention of assessing the merit
of the work being done there.

Though I consider that quite worth-while
work has been done there, I feel it is
totally inadequate to meet the situation
that exists. To continue with the quote-

It is understood that some assistance
is made available to unemployed per-
sons with families in the form of gifts
of vegetables, fruit and such other
food as may be available. The can-
teen itself, however, can be regarded
as really the home of some 10 or 12
men who should be classed as unemn-
ployable.

Th's is in consequence of an addiction to
drink-

There appears to be an honest
endeavour on the part of the organiser
and her helpers to do something for
these men.

The lady mentioned there is Mrs. Grace
Oliver. Continuing the quotation-

The building is of a standard that
does not assist them, but it does seem
that there is a genuine attempt to do

something in the way of provididig
food and shelter for these helpless in-
dividualis. It is considered that these
unfortunate Persons should be re-
garded as the victims of a disease
in the same way as mental patients
are accepted. In fact, to the layman
there is very little distinction between
one and the other.

An area of land with the necessary
accommodation would permit the
establishment of a receiving home
which could possibly lead to the re-
habilitation of some of these men.
The thought in the minds of Council
members is of the possibility of estab-
lishing such a home in a suitable area
such as Spearwood where inmates
could be engaged in gardening, or
other suitable occupations.

A very commendable idea. I would ask
members to note this well-

To finance a scheme such as that
envisaged by Council would require a
diversion of a very small portion Of
the amount received by the Common-
wealth from excise and duty on alco-
holic beverages, the figure for last
year being in excess of one hundred
and twenty million pounds.

The fact that the present plight of
these individuals is permitted to con-
tinue is a reflection on the community.
For that reason the Council of this
municipality makes this approach to
you, Sir, requesting that your Govern-
ment give consideration to the imple-
mentation of some scheme as outlined.

The Minister is in receipt of that com-
munication. The effort made on the Part
of North Fremantle to see what could be
done for the alcoholics in the area was
commendable indeed. I would like mnem-
bers to listen attentively to the figures I
am about to quote relative to the remarks
contained in the above letter about the
question of financing a scheme such as that
envisaged by the council. I wrote to my
Federal counterpart (Mr. Kim Beazley)
and he replied to me as follows:-

Dear Mr. Fletcher,

I enclose notes as requested.

Yours sincerely,

Amnong those notes was a qluestion. asked
in the H-ouse of Representatives of the
Department of Customs and Excise. It
was question No. 52 on notice paper No. 24
dated the 14th September, 1961. Mr.
Beasley asked the Minister representing
the Minister for Customs and Excise:

What revenue was raised from excise
in Western Australia on alcoholic
liquor for the years 1957-58. 1958-59.
1959-60 and 1960-61?
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The answer given by the Minister in the
Federal Parliament is as follows:-

The Minister for Customs and Excise
has furnished the following answer to
the honourable member's question:-

Revenue from Excise on alcoholic
liquor collected in Western

Australia.
Year Beer Spirits Total

t E £
1957-58 7,571,645 317,892 7,889,537
1958-59 7,195,503 329,872 7,525,375
1959-60 7,394,731 333,594 7,728,325
1960-61 7,446.416 302,429 7,748,845

The total of the revenue derived from this
source for the four-year period, from 1957-
58 to 1960-61, was £30,892,077. Any Gov-
ernment would be justified, under those
circumstances, in asking the Common-
wealth for a very small portion of that
amount for the purpose of establishing the
centre at Fremantle. Similar centres
should be provided at Perth and Midland
Junction, in particular, and also in large
country centres.

I have before me a report of a sym-
posium which was held in Perth, and at
which the Minister was present. On page
3 the following appears:-

The Executive Committee of the
Council of Social Service of Western
Australia has pleasure in presenting
the Fifth Annual Report and State-
ment of Receipts and Expenditure for
the year ended 31st May. 1961.

On page 4 the following appears:-
May 12 and 13th: State Conference

on "Alcoholism," opened by the Hon.
R. Hutchinson, D.F.C., M.L.A., Minis-
ter for Health.

This was a top-level Conference with
the following eminent speakers:-

Chairman: Prof. E. 0. Saint, M.D.,
E.R.A.C.P.S., Prof. of Medicine, Dean
of the Western Australian Medical
School.

Professor MW. E. Wright, B.S., M.S.,
Ph.D., M.D., (Kansas, U.S.A.)

Mr. F. E. A. Bateman, S.MW.
"Jim" of Alcoholics Anonymous.
Dr. R. Ellison, Medical Superinten-

dent, Heathcote Medical Hospital.
Major H. Hunter, Salvation Army.
Dr. H. H. Robinson, Convenor of

Conference Sub-Committee:
The problem of Alcoholism in

general; in the local Courts; from the
psychiatrist's point of view; the work
of Alcoholics Anonymous; as well as
what is being done to meet the needs
of alcoholics in the U.S.A., in other
Australian States, and here in W.A.
was excellently covered.

In his summing up, the President
accepted a recommendation that a
Standing Committee on Alcoholism be

set up under the auspices of this Coun-
cil, and a Steering Committee has
been appointed to draw up terms of
reference etc. for the Standing Com-
mittee.

The task of editing the typed script
of conference proceedings is nearing
completion, and it will then be passed
to West Australian Newspapers, who
have kindly promised to print it.

The typing from the tape recordings
was carried out voluntarily, for the
most part, by the staff of the Almnoners'
Department, Royal Perth Hospital.

The proceedings were recorded on tape.
and will be produced in a roneoed form. I
took copious notes at that meeting, and I
paid particular attention to the comments
of the Minister who opened the conference.
Professor Wright made some splendid
points. He said that alcoholism was
numerically comparable to tuberculosis and
other infectious diseases. He claimed that
the purpose of the conference was to do
something for the unfortunate people con-
cerned, and the problem should be re-
garded as a major one. He stated further
that there should be provision for re-
habilitation of alcoholics. With all due
respect to the assistance which has been
given to the Sealortli institution, I claim
that such assistance is only a drop in the
ocean compared with what is required to
deal with this problem.

Other speakers who addressed the con-
ference included Mr. Bateman, who out-
lined what was happening throughout the
world in regard to this problem. I wish
there were more time at this juncture to
enable me to go into this matter in greater
detail, particularly in outlining the con-
tributions to the meeting made by these
eminent people.

I ask the Government to give considera-
tion to the various points I have made and
urge it to approach the Commonwealth
Government for a return-as a contribu-
tion to alleviating the plight of the vic-
tims of liquor--of a percentage of the
colossal sumn which has been raised from
Western Australia through the sale of
liquor.

Unfortunately, the newspapers, instead
of showing this problem in its true per-
spective, are advertising and advocating
the consumption of spirits and beer. This
is such a big industry that it is able to
cloud the true perspective of the problem
from the average person. The consump-
tion of liquor has been induced and en-
couraged out of all proportion to the im-
portance by the newspapers, which feature
prominent people with glasses of liquor in
their hands.

I do not want the House to have the
impression that I condemn liquor. If it
is used in the proper manner there is
nothing harmful in it: but I say the liquor
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industry could well afford to farm back
to the general public a percentage of the
immense profits which it makes from the
sale of liquor, as could the Federal Gov-
ernment.

I have here the comments of Dr. J. Pierce
James of the Royal Perth Hospital who is
an authority on the subject of alcoholism.
He said-

Dr. Wlatt, Melbourne Clinic Psy-
chiatrist, has estimated the incidence
of alcoholism in Australia to be 2,000
per 100,000 of the population (2 per
cent.). This figure is nearly twice the
UJ.K. estimate but much lower than
that in certain other countries.

Alcoholism is two or three times
commoner in men than in women (al-
though there are good reasons for be-
lieving that the incidence of addic-
tion to sedative drugs-sleeping tablets,
etc-is much more common in womnen
than men).

Even the taking of sedatives often results
from the endeavour to give up liquor.
Many of these people take sedatives as an
alternative. Dr. James goes on to say-

Glatt's figure would suggest that
there are over 15,000 alcoholics in
W.A.

Last year 170 men and 51 women
were admitted to Heatheote because
of alcoholism and about 90 patients
to Claremont under the Inebriates
Act.

Thus only about 300 (out of possibly
15,000) alcoholics received medical
treatment at Heathoote or Claremont.
It is not known how many received
medical treatment from other hospi-
tals or doctors, but there seems little
doubt that only a small fraction of the
alcoholics in this State are receiving
medical help.

I suggest they are entitled to that help and
facilities should be made available. Con-
tinuing-

Of the cause of alcoholism we have
much to learn. Dr. Bartholomew's
letter touches on this (a. copy is ap-
pended). "Alcoholics Anonymous"
believes that alcoholism is a physical
disease; some social agencies (e.g.
Salvation Army) see alcoholism as a
social disease; medical opinion gener-
ally regards alcoholism as having dif-
ferent main causes in different people
-being a symptom of mental illness
in some; being the result of emotional
disturbance in others; and addictive
habit in others again and so on.

In most countries the treatment of
alcoholism is regarded as a medical
problem although social agencies, A.A.
etc., are regarded as valuable ad-
juncts.

I interpolate here: Adjuncts only. Con-
tinuing-

In U.K. there are special hospital
units with specially trained doctors
and nurses for this treatment of alco-
holism (e.g. at St. Bernard's; Warling-
ham Park, etc.). Doctor Bartholo-
mew's letter touches on the concern
felt by many doctors in Australia that
there is a tendency for certain bodies
(A.A., Salvation Army, etc.) to feel
that they are able to solve the prob-
lem of alcoholism alone.

Although much research into the
problems of alcoholism is being car-
ried out. Unfortunately the Medical
Library of W.A. only subscribes. to one
of the four main Medical Journals
which carry reports of this research
and much of it is not available here.
There is no doubt that the great
need (apart from special medical
units for the treatment of alcoholism)
is for medical research into the prob-
lems of alcoholism (along the lines of
the National Heart Foundation pro-
gramme).

I think there should be some comparable
programme in relation to this matter. To
continue-

Little is known of the pattern of
alcoholism in W.A., who and where
are the great bulk of alcoholics who
do not come under medical treat-
ment? What proportion of alcoholics
treated by different methods remain
well? How can we recognise and treat
alcoholism early etc.; etc. These are
a few of the many problems for medi-
cal research. No direct research into
alcoholism seems to be carried out in
W.A. at present and very little into
allied problems of mental illness. It
is difficult to see how an effective pro-
gramme for the treatment of alco-
holism can be planned until research
into some of the more immediate prob-
lems has been done.

I have suggested the finance is available
if the Government will ask the Common-
wealth for revenue raised from the sale
of liquor in Western Australia.

Since the name of Dr. Bartholomew has
been mentioned in the letter I just read
I will, as quickly as possible, read the con-
tribution he made to The Medical Journal
of Australia dated the 21st January, 1961.
His article is headed "The Problem of
Alcoholism", and reads as follows:-

Sir: I am becoming more and more
concerned with much of the Press pub-
licity that is being given to the problem
of "alcoholism". That the effects of
alcohol on the human organism un-
doubtedly constitute a very real pro-
blem, and thus a challenge, to our
community is beyond dispute. How-
ever, whilst it is true that from one
point of view any publicity is valuable
in that it highlights the various aspects
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of the total problem, it would seem
that the medical profession ought to
endeavour to see that the propaganda
remains essentially accurate and that
undue, or untrue, claims are not made
either explicitly or by implication.

The problem of "alcoholism" is of ten
glibly spoken of without in any way
defining what is meant, and various
statistics quoted that can only be con-
sidered as valueless in the context
usually given. The problem of whether
"alcoholism" is a symptom or a disease
requires clarification, although it is
accepted that the more subtle aspects
of this question need not be overvalued.
Nevertheless, claims that "alcoholism"
usually to be interpreted as "chronic
alcoholism" is a "disease," an "al-
lergy," an "obsession," etc., without
any adequate qualifications is (a) as
Yet without validity, (b) unlikely to be
true from clinical experience, and (c)
is undesirable if worthwhile research
Is to be carried out in this field.

Another considerable cause for con-
cern is to be found in the implicit
claims being made regarding the pre-
sent position of the treatment of
"1alcoholism". At the present time it
would seem that at one level of argu-
ment "alcoholism" is a symptom, and
thus the treatment required has to be
multilateral and multidisciplinary,
each case to be appraised and dealt
with individually. One case may re-
quire a great deal of environmental
manipulation and case work by a social
worker, another requires treatment
primarily directed towards the
amelioration of a psychosis or epilepsy,
etc., whilst another may benefit from
psychotherapy at various levels, whilst
another again may be satisfactorily
helped with some tranquilliser, and all
these cases benefit from the support
of Alcoholics Anonymous--if they are
able to initially accept the concepts
and techniques of the organisation. A
fact that has to be accepted at present
is that many "alcoholics" cannot be
helped, as our knowledge and under-
standing of the problem Is too limited.
In this group any changes produced
by any regime are transient in the
extreme, so that it Is reasonable to
make the statement that at this pre-
sent time they are "nearly incurable".
If this point of view be accepted, then
it becomes ludicrous and misleading to
speak of "treatment for alcoholics"
with the implied corollary that all re-
quired is that the "alcoholic" be got
to a treatment centre and all will be
well.

This may sound contradictory, but I read
it for the purpose of showing there should
be properly-trained staff to cope with this
situation and proper establishments built
for the purpose of doing so. I am having
difficulty in reading this, but the member

for Leederville will be familiar with the
small print in The Medical Journal of
Australia. To continue-

Another problem that might be al-
luded to briefly concerns the claims
made regarding the success of various
therapeutic regimes-a matter of
immediate concern to the profession.
Three points may be made. Firstly
many "alcoholics" have natural remis-
missions for varying periods of time,
Secondly, many "alcoholics" who seek
treatment will improve immediately
they receive some understanding and
sympathy-only to break down sooner
or later. These two points make
claims, such as that by Speight re-
garding "Librium," valueless from a
methodological point of view (no con-
trols, etc.), and so previous as to sug-
gest a lack of clinical knowledge of
the problem. The third point relates
to the not inconsiderable number of
"alcoholics" that relinquish alcohol
only to find satisfaction from other
drugs (James).-

James is the authority on that subject, and
submits that people take to drugs as an
alternative to alcohol. Continuing-

By all means let us have community
education regarding the problems pro-
duced by alcohol, but let us see that
the education is soundly based on facts
and with a minimum of emotional
overtone. This can in part be achieved
by the medical profession refusing to
be "bulldozed" by public relations
officers. and enthusiastic persons and
organisations into allowing wild gen-
eralisations doing service for facts and
reasonable hypotheses and theories--
the hypotheses and theories being
recognised as such, and not being
made to appear as something very
much more certain.

Yours, etc.
Allen A. Bartholomew.

Mental Hygiene Branch
(Department of Health),

Alexandra Parade Clinic,
0 Alexandra Parade,

Fitzroy, Victoria.
December 30, 1960.

I hope I have not wearied members: but
this is a valuable document on the subject
of alcoholics and I commend it to the Com-
mittee, in order to show that this matter
should be treated in its proper perspective
as a major problem.

Before resuming my seat there is another
matter on which I desire to touch. On a
previous occasion when speaking to the
estimates I have touched on the subject
of geriatric hospitals, with local general
practitioners and more trained almoners.
social workers, and other staff. When
speaking previously I said there should be
more cottage hospitals in the various
suburbs; and in support of that contention
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I have obtained from New South Wales a
report of the Domiciliary Care Service
and William Lynec Geriatric Unit.

I will not go into the wealth of detail
which this report contains. However, 'it
does substantiate what I said earlier In
relation to this matter. It gives the fig-
ures and demonstrates that a person can
be looked after in his own home with the
help of the Silver Chain and other such
organisations. Domiciliary care is possible
with the aid of general practitioners and
specialists.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is done at
present, as you know.

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes; I know--but
only in so far as the Silver Chain is able
to help. I am advocating something more
than that. As I personally know, the
Silver Chain only touches the fringe of the
problem. There are many people who are
being nursed in their own homes who
would, if beds were available, go to hos-
pital. The hospital beds are not available
in sufficient number. Also the reverse
applies. Patients are retained in hospital
merely because they cannot obtain the
proper supervision at home.

I commend this report of the Domicili-
ary Care Service and William Lyne Geri-
atric Unit at Newcastle In New South
Wales. It demonstrates that people can
be nursed in their own homes for a very
small feCe, this being something like 25s.
a week. The Minister knows what it
costs for a hospital bed for a patient for
a week. It also gives voluminous details,
including periods of hospitalisation. It is
a valuable document most of all because
it Is abundantly clear that the same type
of organisation could be established in
Western Australia.

I would like to say that aged patients, in
particular, like to remain in their own
homes. Immediately they are taken from
their familiar surroundings their con-
dition frequently deteriorates. In some
cases this problem has been overcome to
a certain extent by taking some familiar
object from the home of the patient and
placing it in the room at the hospital,
whether this be a vase, a religious picture,
or some similar familiar article.

I do commend this report to the House.
I could make it available to the Minister
and his staff. I know he is a very busy
man, but he might desire to peruse it for
his own information.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I would like to
have a look at it.

Dr. Henn: Why are geriatric patients
inclined to go to hospitals, do you think?

Mr. FLETCHER: Because the present
services are inadequate and mostly there
is no relative to look after them.

Dr. Henn: That is the main trouble,
is it not? The relations will not look
after them.

Mr. FLETCHER: In a lot of cases there
are no relatives who could do so. How-
ever, according to this report, there are
many who would have relatives, and who
could be nursed at home once they were
restored to a sufficient state of health,
provided they were supervised by a visit-
ing general practitioner and other trained
staff. Basically the question of the mem-
ber for Leederville was: "Why do they
remain in hospital?" Simply because
there is no-one to look after them.

However. I suggest to the member for
Leederville that if a service were set up
such as the one I have suggested, there
would be the help available for such People
to be nursed in their homes. Of course,
if hospitalisation were absolutely necessary
a period could be spent in hospital, but the
patient would return home as soon as pos-
sible under the care and supervision of
the various ancillary services as envisaged.
I do honestly wish there were more of these
services available in Western Australia.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland) [5.16
P.m.]: To some extent my remarks follow
on those of the member for Fremantle.
I have asked the Minister in recent times
questions about admissions to the aged
women's homes, and in reply he told me in
September there were over 300 in the
metropolitan area awaiting admission, 5D
of whom were urgent cases. A week ago
I asked more or less the same questions
and was supplied with the same informa-
tion. I know the information with which
I was supplied by the Minister is authen-
tic, because I have checked up with the
department from time to time in regard
to admissions to mt. Henry Home
and the Woodbridge Home. Most of those
awaiting admission have been through the
Pollard Home, which is a transitory home.
However, they are now no closer to gain-
ing admission to the homes to which I
have referred than they were when they
entered the Pollard Home.

There was some rumour that the Wood-
bridge Home at East Guildford was about
to be closed. I understand this home
accommodates at present about 35 women
who are mostly ground-floor patients. I
believe the department is not anxious to
Place more People there, because they
would have to be accommodated upstairs,
and that would not be desirable.

This State has reached the Position
where it must consider the erection of
another women's home, or a dual purpose
home for married couples. If such a
scheme were contemplated, I could not
think of a better site than the site of the
present Middle Swan Hospital. The mid-
wifery section is accommodated there, ind
it is intended to build a general hospital
almost immediately, if it has not already
been started. If such a home were
built on that site the department's costs
would be reduced in the long run. There
is ample space available there as well as
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ample facilities for cooking and other
amenities which are required at a hospital.
What is more, it would save the people
from having to leave the district they are
used to.

Mine is a fast-growing electorate, with
about 10.000 electors. In my own residen-
tial area of about a quarter or a half
square mile I can think at the moment of
four or five people who are eligible to be
admitted to either an aged women's home
or an aged Men's home. If that is re-
peated throughout my electorate there
could be many hundreds of people who
could be admitted to hpmes of this descrip-
tion.

Like previous speakers, I know that a
lot of these People are trying to look after
themselves. However, they cannot do it.
They are suffering from malnutrition, and
some of them are in a state of senile decay
and are not capable of doing things for
themselves, These people require some
sort of a home. Yet they do not want to
leave the area.

If a home could be erected at Middle
Swan, it could cater for most of the hills
district, and for Guildford-Midland and
the surrounding areas. Also, the nurses
and doctors would be available for any
urgent cases which might occur.

I- do not intend to say anything mare
on this matter. I know the Minister has
been very patient listening to one speaker
after another. However, these matters are
important, and I hope he will give some
consideration to them. If the Woodbridge
Home is going to be closed down, then I
hope that some consideration will given to
making some improvements to the new
Middle Swan Hospital where elderly People
could be looked after. I believe that in
the long run money would be saved, and
the present necessity of having to admit
these People to Sunset Home, Mt. Henry
Home, and other institutions would be
avoided. I leave the thought with the
Minister that he give consideration to
building a home at Middle Swan in con-
junction with the proposed hospital ex-
tensions.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [5.22 p.m.): I wish to discuss
only one subject. As a basis for this dis-
cussion I propose to read a copy of a letter
sent on the 5th October this year to the
Chief Secretary by a Mr. A. Koco of 402
Fitzgerald Street, Northam. The letter
reads as follows:-

Dear Sir,
I was a prisoner at Barton's Mill in

the earlier part of this year and was
released on 22nd July.

Whilst at Barton's Mill and under
the direction of your officers, I had my
left arm very badly cut by a circular
saw.

I was taken to the Royal Perth Hos-
pital and remained there for two weeks
-47 stitches were made to my arm.

I was then placed for 10 days in the
hospital at Barton's Mil.

Since being released from Barton's
Mill, I have not been able to obtain
any employment, as my left arm is of
very little use to me, the muscles hav-
ing been permanently affected by the
accident.

I1 received a medical certificate on
31st August from Dr. Lumsden, which
indicated I was fit only for suitable
light work, and there is none available.

I now make a claim on your depart-
ment for adequate compensation to
cover loss of work since my release
from Barton's Mill and also for a large
percentage loss of the use of my left
arm.

I would be willing to submit myself
to any Northam doctor nominated by
your department for an up-to-date
medical examination or to come to
Perth at the expense of your depart-
ment for the purpose of being exam-
ined by a doctor in Perth to be nomin-
ated by your department.

As my financial position is serious,
would you please have this matter
given immediate attention.

I wrote, in support of Mr. Koco's letter, to
the Minister two or three days afterwards:
and a few days ago I received from the
Minister a letter which reads as follows:-

Dear Mr. Hawke,
Since acknowledging your letter of

the 9th October regarding a claim by
Mr. A. Koco, for compensation arising
from injuries received at Barton's Mill
while he was a prisoner there recently,
I have called for the necessary reports.

From the information available to me
it seems that the accident was entirely
due to Mr. Koco accidentally walking
into a circular saw, and I am unaware
of any negligence by prison staff which
caused or contributed to the accident.

in view of this and the medical re-
ports which I have also received, and
the fact that there is no liability on
the Department to pay workers' com-
pensation to prisoners who suffer in-
juries while in custody, I am not agree-
able to meet any claim by Mr. Koco.

I have advised Mr. Koco accordingly.

This case appears to me to raise a very im-
portant issue. I think it could fairly be
said that any prisoner is in the care of the
State. It is true he is imprisoned as a
punishment for some offence which he has
comnmitted. Nevertheless, when a man is
impirisoned he is within the care of the
State, and accordingly I think the State
should accept responsibility when an acci-
dent of the type I have referred to occurs.

Obviously this prisoner did not deliber-
ately walk into a circular saw which was
in action. The whole aff air was an acci-
dent. It could not have occurred had the
menace of a moving circular saw not been
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in the place and had Koco not been within
reasonable distance of it. Obviously he was
under the supervision of the employees of
the department, and therefore the depart-
ment must be held responsible for the
action which occurred.

I quite agree there was no negligence on
the part of any officer. Nor was there any
negligence on the part of Koco. As far as
I know this circular saw had no guard
attached to it; otherwise this prisoner
could not have walked into the saw and,
as a result, have suffered a very severe
cut to his left arm, which did occur.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: One could still get
injured from a saw which had a guard
attached to it.

Mr. HAWKE: The Minister interjects to
say that one could still receive an injury
from a circular saw which had a guard. I
suppose one could. However, that does not
seem to me to prove or disprove anything
in connection with this case.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I say that in
reply to the point you are making.

Mr. HAWKE: This man has served his
term of imprisonment. He has paid his
debt to the State for the offence he com-
mitted.

Mr. .1. FHegney: Was he in good health
when he went in?

Mr. HAWKE, Yes: he was in good
health when he went in.

Mr. Lewis: Suppose he fell out of bed
while in hospital and broke his arn. Who
would pay that?

Mr. HAWKE:. But he was not in bed;
he was in Barton's Mill prison.

Mr. Lewis: But a public hospital Is an-
other Government institution.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes; but I want to deal
with the facts of this case, and not to
obscure them with might happen to a
sleep-walker in a hospital.

Mr. Rowberry: That is what is referred
to as a hypothetical case.

Mr. HAWKE: All the time this person
was in prison he was under supervision;
and surely the prison officials were re-
sponsible not only for his safe keeping
within the prison, but also for his pro-
tection from an accident such as the one
which occurred.

I read from his letter where the doctors
at Royal Perth Hospital had found it
absolutely necessary to insert 47 stitches
in his left arm, which would give some
indication--even to a, layman-that the
injury which this man suffered was very
severe. His experience since then proves
conclusively the serious nature of the in-
jury. His left arm is more or less use-
less, because I understand some of the
important muscles in it were, if not per-
manently affected, at least badly affected,
and will be for some considerable time.
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I do not think it is good enough fur
the Government, through one of its de-
partments, to turn this person adrift after
he has served his term of imprisonment
and paid the Penalty for the off ence he
committed, and leave him stranded with
what has been an almost total loss of his
former earning capacity. Before he went
to prison he had full earning capacity.
When he was discharged from prison, be-
cause of an accident which happened to
him whilst there and whilst under depart-
mental supervision he had lost his earn-
ing capacity. It is true a Northern doctor
certified him as being fit for suitable light
work. 1 think we all know, from our ex-
perience as members of Parliament, that
these suitable light jobs are few and far
between and extremely difficult to obtain.

So, for all Practical purposes, the accid-
ent which this man suffered whilst im-
prisoned under the supervision of officers
of the prison, has meant a 100 per cent.
loss of earnings for him since coming out
of prison. Surely that is a matter which
cannot be brushed aside, with the reason
given that the inmates of prison are not
covered by the Workers' Compensation
Act. We know they are not covered by
the provisions of that Act.

Mr. J. Hlegney: Is there any other form
of insurance that would cover him?

Mr. HAWKE: We must also admit that
if the master and servant relationship
exists anywhere in a severe and absolute
form it is within the prisons, because the
officers of the prisons are in absolute con-
trol of the prisoners. The prisoners are
under the supervision of the officers, cer-
tainly during all daylight hours, and most
certainly during what would be known as
the working hours in the prison, and
especially in a prison such as the one at
Barton's Mill.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Have you given
any consideration as to how such eases
would be treated?

Mr. HAWKE: Yes: I have. I think
where permanent injury, or a semi-
permanent injury is suffered, the person
concerned should he compensated in cash
to a degree, which would be reasonable
compensation to him for the permanent,
total,' or semi -peimanenit partial loss of
his arm, his leg, or whatever limb might
be injured in such circumstances.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Paid by the
Treasury, do you think?

Mr. HAWKE: Yes.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: And you would

probably need legislation for that.
Mr. HAWKE: I would not think so. I

do not think legislation would be needed.
The Treasurer has an overall authority to
make ex gratia payments. At the time they
were made they would not be covered by
law, or by any appropriation. However,
every Treasurer, from time to time, makes
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payments from the Treasury which are
not covered. He makes them in anticipa-
tion of parliamentary approval being ob-
tained at the appropriate time; and, in
those circumstances, parliamentary ap-
proval has never been refused, so far as
I am aware.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: There would be
some difficulty in making an assessment,
would there not?

Mr. HAWKE: I would think there would
be no difficulty in making an assessment.
Let us say this man was covered by the
Workers' Compensation Act. There would
not be any difficulty in assessing the loss,
or the loss of efficient use, of his arm,
The medical officers concerned would soon
work that problem out. They might find
he had suffered a 70 per cent. loss of the
efficient use of his arm. They might find
he had suffered 70 per cent. loss of the
use of his arm for a. certain period, in
which event the compensation to be paid
to him would be much less than if they
found the result of his injury to be per-
manent.

Mr. J. Hegney: Would he have any
rights at common law?

Mr. HAWKE: I think he would have no
legal rights. However, that is not the
whole question. The case I am arguing
is that when a person is in prison for
breaking some law or other he is totally
within the care, and at all times under
the supervision of the department's offi-
cers; and therefore there is surely a strong
responsibility upon the department in re-
lation to the safety of that person. He is
put into prison to keep him under lock
and key, so that he cannot get away and
perhaps commit some other offence against
the same law, or against some other law;
and my argument is that whilst he is
under the continuous and direct control
and direction of these officers, there is a
responsibility upon their department for
his physical safe-keeping.

Mr. Lewis: That would happen in re-
gard to any other accident that could oc-
cur to a prisoner whilst he was incar-
cerated.

Mr. HAWKE: I think it would, as long as
he himself was not negligent. One could
not bring in a line of policy departmentally
which would say, without reservation, that
any prisoner who injured himself whilst
in prison would be entitled to get compen-
sation, because I think we know enough
about a situation of this kind to think some
prisoners would be well suited by a situa-
tion where, without any test of any kind,
as to their own carelessness or negligence,
they suffered some injury for which the
Government would automatically be bound
to pay them compensation accordingly.
I do not want to set up a situation of that
kind, because I1 realise it could be greatly
imposed upon.

Mr. Lewis: Is it not possible this man
might have been negligent?

Mr. HAWKE: I cannot imagine anybody
being negligent enough to run himself into
a revolving circular saw and take the risk
of having his arm cut off.

Mr. Lewis: People drive into trains, which
is negligence.

Mr, HAWKE: I express my own feeling
when I get close to a circular saw. I could
easily have an accident with one because I
get fearful of it. I get extremely nervous
when I go to a timber mill and get close
to the circular saws, because what appears
to be a terrific element of danger causes
me to become fearful and not negligent.

Mr. Lewis: Then you would not con-
sider you would be unduly 'negligent?

Mr. HAWKE; No; I would not consider
I was negligent. I would consider any
accident I might have from a circular saw
would be from an undue fear of danger;
an undue fear of what might happen. But
one could not call that negligence. I should
think there was no negligence of any kind
in this case. I do not know all the par-
ticulars or all the circumstances. I do
know this man suffered this extremely
severe cutting of his left arm as a result
of coming into contact with this circular
saw.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:, if you would not
mind dropping me another line on this
case I will have some further inquiries
made into it, with a view to the possibility
of paying compensation.

Mr. HAW-KE: I am prepared to accept
the assurance the Minister has given me
on the matter. However, I do not raise
this matter merely because this man was
concerned. I raise it because the principle
of which I am arguing in favour should
be established. I think it is more than
miserable to turn aL man away from prison
after he has served his sentence and paid
his debt to society-for whatever offence
he committed-and, at the same time,
turn him away with a very severe injury
which he has suffered within the prison
during his period of incarceration; a severe
injury which robs him of the undoubted
ability to earn his living which he
possessed immediately before he went into
prison. After all is said and done, this
man is a human being, the same as the
rest of us, and I think he is equally en-
titled to compensation as if he had been
injured in a timber mill.

Mr. Rowberry; In a timber mill he would
not have been in these circumstances.

Mr. HAWKE: Had he been Injured in
a timber mill, or in some other place where
a circular saw, or some other saw was
operating, there would not have been any
question about the payment of compensa-
tion. He would have been automatically
covered by the Workers' Compensation
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Act. He would have been medically
examined and would have been passed
through the necessary processes requisite
to the law to receive compensation for the
partial loss of the use of his left arm,
and also for the period he was partially
incapacitated.

Mr. I. W. Manning:
sured under any Act
Workers' Compensation

Are prisoners
other than

Act?

Mr. HAWKE: No; prisoners are not in-
sured under any Act.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I said I would
have a look at it.

Mr. HAWKE: No matter what sort of
injury a prisoner suffers in prison, he has
no claim for compensation whatsoever. I
must admit this is the first case I have
known, and perhaps this is the first time
this sort of case has been brought offi-
cially before a Government. However, I
hope the Minister is impressed with the
worth-while nature of the situation. I
think it is very deserving. After all Is
said and done, the Government has insur-
ance schemes of its own to cover Govern-
ment property and the like, and it would
not be very difficult for that scheme to
also cover happenings of this description.

I have already said there would have
to be safeguards, and I would be quite in
favour of any reasonable safeguard being
applied to any system which the Minister
and his colleagues might see fit to intro-
duce. However, the absolute injustice of
this situation appeals very greatly to me,
and I think beyond any shadow of argu-
ment this man has a claim on the de-
partment and a claim on the State for
reasonable compensation for the partial
loss of the use of his left arm; and what
appears to have been his total loss of
earnings from the time he was released
from prison up till the present time, as
far as I am aware.

I think he has not yet been able to ob-
tain suitable light employment, and good-
ness knows when he might be able to
fluke a suitable light job. However, I ap-
preciate the offer of the Minister in this
matter, and I have no desire to discuss it
further.

MIL JAMIESON (Beeloo) F5.48 P.M.]:
There are several matters which I would
like to discuss briefly. The first of these
concerns the younger prisoners who are
sentenced to Frenmantle gaol for sex
offences. As I understand the position,
the authorities are very strict about re-
taining such offenders at Fremantle for
the duration of their term. While the
crimes of some of them might be con-
sidered rather diabolical in the eyes of the
general public, for the most part they have
been associated and convicted for, perhaps,
interference with girls. It could even be
the only crime that they have committed.

We all agree that we should be sensible
in our approach to matters of sex. Some
of these young fellows are subject to con-
siderable temptation, and some of them
perhaps have no knowledge of how to
avoid temptation, which could be quite
severe and finally result in getting the
upper hand of them. While that is no
reason to apologise for their action, it
often involves them in something which
eventually constitutes a considerable blight
for the rest of their lives. Not only is it
a reflection on the individuals themselves;
it is also a reflection on what could be an
otherwise decent and respectable family.

Accordingly I would ask the Minister to
have a word with his officials to see if
something cannot be done for these long-
term sex offenders, as long as they have
not proved to be sexual maniacs or liable
to cause considerable damage by their atti-
tude to sex. If they are not extreme cases
they should be treated in accordance with
the normal procedure applicable to long-
term sentences. They should be permitted
to go to Pardelup or Barton's Mill or some-
where else, where conditions are, to say
the least, a little less penal and more cor-
rective. Corrective treatment would be
most suitable for the people I have in mind.

To lock them up at Fremantle and for-
get all about them is to damn their lives
completely. Many of them are sentenced
to eight years' imprisonment or longer.
I daresay that some of the sentences are
justified; but, by the same token, their
offence, as I indicated earlier, is very often
the only offence they have committed in
their entire lives.

I know the judiciary adopts a protective
roll towards the community; but without
taking such crimes into account I feel very
often that the guilty person, to a great
extent, escapes the rigours of the law. I
refer now to young girls who, because of
a lack of parental control, stay out till all
hours and visit out-of-the-way places with
their young male escorts; and then when
they are subjected to pressure, though they
might try to get away, the offence is com-
mitted. It is as plain as day; it is purely
and simply a case of rape.

No doubt, quite often there may be
mitigating circumstances which the judi-
ciary in many cases are not prone to view
lightly in so far as the male is concerned.
I have seen a number of such cases over
the years; indeed, there are a number
pending in the courts at present. I worry
considerably about the aspects of trying to
rehabilitate such people, rather than just
condemning them to a term of imprison-
ment and forgetting all about them until
they have served for a number of years.
There should be more to the penal pro-
visions in this State than merely placing
young people behind bars to serve out
their time.
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I must admit that I have had a great
deal of co-operation from Ministers in the
past. The member for Eyre was most help-
ful when I approached him on many occa-
sions. I have not had occasion to ap-
proach the present Minister with this class
of case, but I hope he will give considera-
tion to the suggestion that some definite
period should be formulated to avoid these
young people being treated as ordinary run-
of-the-mill criminals who are prepared to
break and enter and, after spending a few
weeks in gaol, again break into somebody's
ptemises or beat somebody up. Sex
offenders require specialised attention. I
am sure that if this attention were afforded
them they would respond most effectively.
They should be given corrective treatment
and granted the facilities of parole to
enable them to become worth-while citi-
zens.

I do not in any way condone their
actions, but I do think it is wrong to merely
lock them up and forget all about them;
and that is what the authorities are
apt to do, in my opinion. Long-term pri-
soners in the normal course can be sent
to Barton's Mill or Pardelup, but these
young sex offenders are locked up in Fre-
mantle gaol until their term of imprison-
ment has expired. That is one aspect which
I am not at all happy about.

It has been mentioned that some mem-
bers, due to the good offices of the Chief
Secretary, had a look around Fremantle
Prison while others looked over the in-
stitution at Riverbank. These are both
full-security institutions. The reformatory
is run by the Child Welfare Department.
and an attempt is made to correct and
rehabilitate the juvenile offenders. The
]Fremantle Prison appears to be a home for
long-term prisoners. The officers of the
prison have said that many of the in-
mates are happy to return to it after a
few weeks of freedom. This type of of-
fender requires different treatment from
that given to sex offenders.

Another matter which has become a
hardy annual with mae in the nine Years
I have been in this House relates to the
provision of a hospital south of the river.
I am most disappointed that neither this
Government nor the previous Government
has made any progress in its provision. I
have given up hope of the Edward Millen
site being the one on which the proposed
hospital is to be constructed, because the
Commonwealth authorities are not pre-
pared to release the land.

Some years ago, in company with the
Commissioner of Public Health, the Min-
ister for Health, and the late member for
Victoria Park, I tramped into the sandy
wilderness to select a site for a hospital
south of the river. At that time the pro-
vision of a site had been under considera-
tion by Professor Stephenson, and under
his plan two sites were selected. We had
to inspect the two sites on that day. BY

mutual agreement we selected the site on
the eastern side of the Collier pine plan-
tation.

However, the present Government has
released part of that site for the construc-
tion of homes for the aged by the Swan
Homes and the Methodist Mission. These
two bodies are doing good work in the pro-
vision of homes for the aged.

Another factor which must be taken into
account in selecting a site for homes for
the aged is the proximity of a hospital, be-
cause frequently these old people require
medical treatment. These homes have
been built on this site, but the construc-
tion of a hospital nearby appears to be a
long way off.

In answer to a question asked by me the
mister indicated that it was the objec-

tive of the special committee appointed
to investigate the hospital needs of the
metropolitan area to complete the hospital
south of the river by 1964-65. For many
years now the claim for the construction of
a hospital south of the river has had a
higher priority than the claim for a hos-
pital in Hollywood, Mt. Hawthorn, or some
other district where the Government has
built hospitals. In some cases the Govern-
ment built hospitals in areas where there
is less settlement than in the district south
of the river.

It is bad management on the part of
the Government that people living south
of the river have not been Provided with
a hospital. With the building of the
homes for the aged on the site originally
selected for the hospital, the remainder of
that land cannot be regarded as a site for
the hospital, because the special commit-
tee appointed by the Government to in-
vestigate hospital needs is looking for
another suitable site for a hospital south
of the river.

The provision of such a hospital is a
must for any Government of this State.
Its construction should not be delayed any
longer. A start should be made immedi-
ately-and by that I do not mean in the
next financial year--even if its construc-
tion will entail the juggling of finances
which are available to the Health Depart-
ment.

A considerable amount has been ex-
pended by the Government in the building
of hospitals in various districts. Although
the new hospital built at Albany was a
necessity it will not cater for as many
people as a hospital south of the river. It
has been claimed that the district south
of the river is not very far from the Royal
Perth Hospital. I disagree, because the
suburbs in that district are extending to
the foothills, and the Population is growing
rapidly.

I ask the Minister to give favourable
consideration to the point I have raised.
If he can see his way to Provide for a hos-
pital south of the river, and to bring about
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better treatment of prisoners, as I advo-
cated earlier, he will be achieving some-
thing worth while.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again at a later stage of the silting, on
motion by Mr. Watts (Mlinister for Edu-
cation).

(Continued on this page.)

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

RESERVES BILE
Council's Further Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on the
amendment Insisted on by the Council, and
had appointed The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon,
The Hon. R. Thompson, and The H-on:
L. A. Logan (Minister for Local Govern-
ment) as managers for the Council: the
Legislative Council Committee Room as
the Place of meeting; and the time, 6.45
p.m.

TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
Council's Alternative Amendments

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had made alter-
native amendments to its amendment No. 1
to which the Assembly had disagreed, and
seeking the Assembly's concurrence in
such alternative amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1961-1962
In Committee of Supply

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting, the Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Roberts) in the Chair.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) f6.10
p.m.]: In the few minutes remaining be-
fore the tea suspension I would like to
briefly support the previous speaker in his
comments on the need for a hospital south
of the river. I know this has been a burn-
ing question in my electorate and in the
areas of Bentley, St. James, Wilson, and
Collier for many years-in fact, since
many of the districts have been built up.
My predecessor was a continual battler to
get a hospital south of the river; and I feel
it is only by bringing the matter before
the notice of the Government that we may
obtain this hospital Perhaps a little
quicker than Is anticipated.

At the present time, of course, the only
hospital of any consequence serving that
area is at the South Perth Community

Centre, which has been built up by Gov-
errnent assistance and Lotteries Commis-
sion assistance, but also to a large degree
by voluntary community effort. It is a good
hospital, but it is already too small for the
area which it is required to serve. An-
other factor is that it cannot give all the
kinds of medical attention that are
needed. Therefore, it is somewhat limited
in its scope. Nevertheless, it is far better
than many of the private hospitals which
are scattered through the district.

The siting of a hospital depends on its
being in the geographical centre of the
area. Professor Gordon Stephenson in his
Plan suggested there should be a hospital
at Victoria Park-and the site suggested-
as explained by the previous speaker-
was the south-east corner of the Collier
pine Plantation. Professor Stephenson had
some grand plans for the Collier pine
Plantation, and he said-

On the eastern side of the Collier
Pine Plantation a site is reserved for
the technological institute, referred to
earlier, a teachers' training college
and a technical school. Additional
land should also be reserved for gov-
ernmental purposes of an educational
or scientific nature. There is already
a proposal for a laboratory for the
Department of Agriculture. A site for
a regional hospital is reserved on the
south-eastern extremity of the plan-
tation.

That is the area I have just referred to.
and it appears to have been let to associa-
tions or societies that are concerning them-
selves with housing for aged people.

The area is ideal for a hospital because
of the number of houses in the vicinity
and the progress that has been made there.
As a matter of fact, the map shown by
Professor Stephenson is already becoming
remarkably accurate in its assessment of
the future development of the area. I re-
peat: This area that has been suggested
would be ideal inasmuch as it will have
future access to places across the Canning
River and down as far as Jandakot; and
with the highways and roads that exist,
it is the centre of the area coming in from
Arniadale, Kalamunda, and other places
in the hills and foothills. At the present
time it is not possible to name a better site,

I can only join with the earlier speakers
in Pleading that the Government under-
take some action to reserve part of the
pine plantation-and from my observa-
tions. there is still some of it left-for the
purpose of bringing the plans for this hos-
pital to fruition earlier than anticipated-
1964 or 1965, which was the time stated
in answer to a question asked by the mem-
ber for Beeloo today.

As I said before, this matter was one
very dear to the heart of the previous
member for Victoria Park and the mem-
bers of surrounding electorates: and T pro-
mise that so long as I am here I will con-
tinue to badger whatever Government is
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in power in an endeavour to get on with
the job to Provide this Most important
hospital in the area that has been sug-
gested.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 9.12 p.m.

MR. Ross HUJTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
-Chief Secretary, Minister for Health, and
Minister for Fisheries) 19.12 p~m.) The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition alleged
that I had made certain promises in regard
,to the construction of an occupational
therapy scheme at Sunset Home which
would have cost £50,000. He also men-
tioned that about the same time-actually
it was a little later-a similar project was
promised by me for Heathoote. He did
congratulate me on the fact that the
Heathcote Project had, as he put it, "be-
latedly begun"; but he inquired why I had
not Proceeded with the promise which I
was supposed to have made regarding Sun-
set Home. He quoted from The West Aus-
tralian of the 11th July, 1959.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
his facts if not completely wrong then sadly
astray. If members listened to the reading
of the newspaper cutting they would have
appreciated that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition was not completely right in
what he said about my promise to develop
an occupational therapy scheme costing
£50,000. The Deputy Leader of the Op-
position is quoted in Hansard of the 25th
Nove *mber, 1960, page 3323. as having said
that the heading in The West Australian
was "Therapy Scheme for Sunset." Ac-
tually the heading was "Therapy Scheme
for Rest Home."

He then went on to say that there were
Proposals to develop occupational therapy
worth £50,000. He repeated it again this
evening when he stood up to speak. When
I Queried him as to his facts, he said that
he was sure of them. What was said was
that "proposals to develop occupational
therapy facilities at Sunset Home, Dalkeith,
are among improvements worth £50,000
Planned for the rest home."

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition will
appreciate the very real difference between
the two statements. I have shown him
where he was wrong; and I think he ap-
preciated the fact when he read out the
newspaper cutting.

Mr. Tonkin: I think your point is well
taken; yes.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition then said-and
I am quoting from page 3324 of Hansard
1960-

Mr. Chairman, what do you think
about this? Do you think it has been
started? Not a bob of that £80,000 has
been spent in 18 months!

From the date of the ministerial statement
on the 11th July. 1959, until the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition's speech on the

25th November, 1960, an amount of £64,289
bad actually been spent on improvements
at Sunset.

Mr. Tonkin: Not in connection with that
Proposition. You would have said so at
the time.

Mr. flOSS HUTCHINSON; The Deputy
eader of te Opposition has had his

turn-
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order,

order!1
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am just

trying to show the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition where he was wrong. The news-
paper cutting says that "Proposals to de-
velop occupational therapy facilities at
Sunset Home, Dalkeith, are among im-
provements. ..... I did not give to the
reporter the fact that occupational therapy
facilities were among them. I had given
him a whole list of items, some of which
were not referred to in the newspaper
article. The reporter lifted out part of
what I said and placed it on top of the
newspaper article.

Mr. Tonkin: Why did you not make that
explanation when you replied last year?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I did not
have the opportunity.

Mr. Tonkin: You did not have the in-
formation!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I knew the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was
wrong, but I did not have the facts at my
fingertips, or the cutting at my fingertips.
As soon as I was able to do so I obtained
the information. Here it is; and it has
been in my pocket for 12 months awaiting
the time when I knew the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition would bring it forward
again. It has been reposing in my pocket
awaiting that day. I was delighted to hear
him mention it.

At Sunset no money has been spent on
any new occupational therapy black. It
was never intended that any money should
be spent on that. The money was to be
spent on improving occupational therapy
facilities among other homes. I, too, would
like to have an excellent occupational
therapy block, but it was not possible with
the money I could allocate for the job. The
occupational therapy which is carried out
here does not conform with some of the
ideas of occupational therapy which mem-
bers may have. It is occupational therapy
associated with such pastimes as bowls,
television, and so on-occupational therapy
which comes from the physiotherapy sec-
tion.'

This is another instance of how the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition extracts-
and he does it frequently- from the con-
text of something a fragment of truth,
and endeavours to expand it into a story
by means of which, if one is not fully
awake or fully alive to his motive, he will
try to make out that one is in the wrong.
I am glad to have had the opportunity
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of trying to put the situation in a proper
light. I trust that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition will be satisfied.

Concerning the other comments which
have been made by various speakers, I will
give consideration to all the points they
have raised and to their proposals.

Votes: Chief Secretary, £145,115; Regis-
try and Friendly Societies, £40,218;
Prisons, £285,110; Observatory, £17,986;
Medical, £5,318,169; Homes, £547,285;
Public Health, £713,174; Mental Health
Services, £1,283,900; Fisheries, £96,455;
Local Government, £44,469; Town Plan-
ning, £52,447; Child Welfare and Outdoor
Relief, £819,780; Railways, £17,028,000;
State Abattoirs and Sale Yards, £163,422;
Country Water Supplies, Sewerage, Drain-
age and Irrigation, £1,737,800; Metropoli-
tan Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage
Department, £1,490,100; Medina Hotel,
£29,088: State Batteries, £184,000-put
and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Report
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
In Committee of Ways and Means

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[9.25 p.m.]: I move--

That towards making good the
supply granted to Her Majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June, 1962, a sum not exceeding
£58,774,708 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Question put and Passed.
Report

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1961-1962

Tabling of Estimates

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
(9.27 P.m.]: I present a copy of the
State Trading Concerns Estimates for the
year ending the 30th June, 1962, and
move-

That this paper be laid on the Table
of the House.

Question put and passed.
In Committee

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the State Trading Concerns for the
year ending the 30th June, 1962, now con-
sidered, the Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Roberts) in the Chair.

Vote: Wyndham Freezing, Canning
and Meat Export W~orks, £1,393,692-

Mr. TONKIN: Earlier this session I
asked the Minister for the North-West
some questions regarding the finances of

the Wyndham Meat Works. I was not at
all satisfied with the answer. It seems
that Air Beef was given very special treat-
ment in regard to outstanding accounts
at these works. The accounts had been
outstanding for some time, and for some
thousands of pounds. Finally, settlement
was obtained by a writing-down of the
indebtedness at the Minister's direction.

It seems that the initiative in this mat-
ter did not come from the works. The
manager was not satisfied that Air Beef
Proprietary Limited had been over-
charged. But, of course, when direction
was issued by the Minister, the manager
had no option but to Comply. I sub2

sequently asked whether this was affecting
rebates given to the producers who did
business with the company, and the Min-
ister said an adjustment would be made
to ensure that it would not. However, I
was unable to see how that could be
effected, because the rebates to be given
to the producers depended on the amount
of profit being made, and obviously the
profit would be less if the works did not
collect the outstanding debt which it be-
lieved it had every right to collect.

T think the Minister should give the
committee more information than has al-
ready been given to justify his action in
directing that this indebtedness be writ-
ten off. I asked whether there were an~y
other producers indebted to the works
who had received similar treatment,
and the Minister's reply was "No". NO
information of any kind has been made
available to Parliament to justify this
extraordinary action. Simply because this
company was of the opinion that it was
overcharged and the debt remained there
for a considerable time-two or three
years, I think, from memory-unpaid, it
gets out of most of the indebtedness as
a result of direction by the Minister that
the amount be written off. That is not
good enough.

I think we ought to be told in what way
the company was overcharged for the
service, and who was remiss in causing
the overcharges to be made in this way
and to be left outstanding for so long.
My experience is that as soon as an in-
voice or a bill is delivered which indicates
an overcharge, Immediate representations
are made on the matter and some adjust-
ment or decision is arrived at within a
reasonable time. But this debt remained
on the books for some time until, finally.
it was settled by the company paying only
a Proportion, the Minister directing that
the balance be written off.

The Auditor-General drew attention to
the transaction, and the only explanation
was that it was done at the Minister's
direction. If the Minister was satisfied
that this action was justified, he ought to
be in a position to give information to this
committee indicating the nature of the
overcharges which have been made. I
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strongly protest against this action in the
absence of any worth-while information
explaining the Position.

.Mr. COURT (Minister for the North-
west): The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
*sition tries to blow up into a matter of
real importance something which really
is of no great consequence in the life of
the Wyndham Meat Works. The question
Of charges to be made against Air Beef
Pty. Ltd. was not something new Or some-
thing Peculiar to this Government, because
,I recall a debate that took place in this
'Chamber some years ago when one of the
-important points raised was the amount of
charges that had to be borne by Air Beef
Pty. Ltd. for the service it received at
Wyndham, a charge which was much
higher than that for a similar service on
the Queensland coast.

We know, of course, that there are
different circumstances existing as be-
tween operating a meatworks on the
Queensland coast and operating a Meat-
works at Wyndham. One of the great
problems at Wyndham is the compara-
tively short season and the fact that a
labour force has to be flown up there and
flown back again, or taken up by ship
and back again by ship, as the case may
be. That fact, combined with the short
killing season which is worked in the area,'and which we hope to extend by all-weather roads, adds greatly to the cost of
operating the Wyndham meatworks.

Originally, the air beef scheme was an
.exploratory project. It received consider-
able assistance from both the Common-
wealth and State Governments over a
number of years; but at no time did the
company agree either with the previous
Government or with this Government that
the charges made against it by the
Wyndham Meat Works were charges It
was prepared to accept. They were, in
fact, in dispute. I am speaking from
memory, but I think the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition would agree with me
that when answering his question there
was a time-lag between the rendering
of the account by the Wyndham Meat
Works and the actual performance of the
service.

That is understandable in an area such
as that where the Wyndham Meat Works
is situated, which concern works under
considerable difficulties in a remote area,
and often with staff that is not very ex-
perienced in that particular work. It has
to manage, in the main, with seasonal
staff. However, the company protested;
and I, as the responsible Minister, raised
with the management the reason for this
debt being outstanding. No direction was
given by the Minister. Actually, the
Minister authorised its writing-off because,
obviously, we were getting precisely no-
where, and had we gone to litigation in
the matter and taken a stand on the one
band, no doubt the Wyndham Meat Works

would have taken up its stand on the
other, and that fact decided the Minister
to get some finality and some settlement.

Mr. Graham: A sacrifice to the State,
in other words.

Mr. COURT: No.
Mr. Graham: That would be in ac-

cordance with form.
Mr. COURT: I conferred with the

manager of the meatworks to settle this
in the ordinary course of business, and I
asked him what would be his attitude if
we could get a settlement of the amount
forthwith, and what would be his attitude
towards a compromise, and he said, "By
all means let us have finality, and let us
get settlement".

I think his attitude was a sensible and
business-like one; and I had no hesitation
whatsoever, as the responsible Minister,
in authorising that the agreed amount-
that is, the compromise that was agreed
upon between the Wyndham Meat Works
and the company-be accepted. If we
had not done that there would have been
extended argument and counter argument,
and probably we would not have got as
much as we did at the finish.

Mr. Tonkin: What steps were taken to
see that the other producers were not
penalised as a result?

Mr. COURT: When I answered the
question of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition I said that the other producers
would not be prejudiced. Air Beef Pty.
Ltd. was in a Peculiar position. It was
different from any other customers of the
Wyndham Meat Works. The other cus-
tomers bring their cattle into the Wynd-
hamn Meat Works to be slaughtered, but
Air Beef Pty. Ltd. was performing its own
killing at a remote inland abattoir and
flying the careases into Wyndham. it
was only from that point onwards that
the Wyndham Meat Works performed any
service for the company. It was a special
and peculiar service-peculiar to that
company alone-and the manager of the
Wyndham Meat Works was quite prepared
to accept that debit out of the proportion
of the proceeds of the cattle that is re-
tained by the meatworks for its operating
costs, with a margin of profit.

Mr. Tonkin: Unless there were a sub-
sidy from the Treasury to make up the
difference it would be impossible to say
that the growers got the amount to which
they were entitled.

Mr. COURT: I think we can leave that
to Mr. Ferguson, who is a hard-headed
business man; and if he says the growers
will not be prejudiced, I will take his
word for it.

Vote put and passed.
votes: State Shipping Service. £2,280

991; The W~est Australian Meat Export
Works, £188,500-put and passed.



(Wednesday, 15 November, 1961.] 85

Vote: State Engineering Works.
1527,300-

Mr. TONKCIN: There has been a. de-
velopment in connection with the State
Engineering Works that I do not like at
all. It has been the invariable practice
for the State Engineering Works to do the
underwater work on ships that use the
slipway which, I understand, belongs to
the works. Government money provided
the slipway; and when ships are taken up
on the slipway it has been the invariable
practice for the underwater work on such
ships to be carried out by the State
Engineering Works. It has been part of
the contract in connection with the use of
the slip. I am advised that quite recently
this policy has been altered, I assume by
ministerial direction.

Mr. Graham: Of course!
Mr. TONKIN: A ship was slipped re-

cently and the underwater work on the
vessel did not go to the State Engineering
Works, which was told that no work was
to be done: but it subsequently transpired
that a private firm was carrying out this
work. There was work to be done, and a
private firm was carrying it out!

I think we are entitled to know the
reason for the change in policy; the justi-
fication for it: and whether the Govern-
ment initiated it, or whether it was done
as a result of some initiative displayed by
the manager of the works. In view of the
policy followed for many years in connec-
tion with this matter it is *unreasonable
that consideration should not be given to
the interest of taxpayers generally.

Mr. Graham: They come last in the
list with this Government.

Mr. TONKIN: No announcement was
made of this alteration: it was brought In
surreptitiously and we learnt about it in
a roundabout way. I protest strongly
against it. Not only do I protest strongly
against the method of its introduction, but
against its introduction at all in the cir-
cumstances which have always existed in
connection with the matter, and because
of the amount of State funds Involved in
the structure which is being so used.

A written contract has always been sub-
mitted to those in charge of the vessel,
causing them to undertake to have the
underwater work carried out by the State
Engineering Works. In this instance It
appears to have been abrogated; and ap-
parently this is the commencement of some
new policy upon which the Government
has embarked without any explanation. I
think the Minister owes it to the Commit-
tee to explain what has taken place and
why.

Mr. FLETCHER: I would like to make
some contribution on this matter. I am
concerned that I should have learned of
this in the manner I did-through the
medium of a telephone conversation. That

is how I learned what happened, and of
what appears to be a Change of Govern-
ment policy.

Mr. Graham: There will be a change of
Government soon.

.Mr. Brand: Then what are You worry-
ing about?

Mr. FLETCHER: It appears that this
work is likely to be thrown open to private
contract. Since the Premier wants this'
disposed of quickly, I would ask both sides
of the House not to interject. I take a dim
view of what is being done in connection
with this matter. It appears that private
enterprise is to intrude again into an area
that traditionally belongs to Government
employees.

It has been the prerogative of the State
Engineering Works for many Years to do
this work, and I ask the Government not
to Proceed with its intention, if it is its
intention, to have this work done pri-
vately. All the metal tradesmen would be
involved in this if there were any change
Of policy-the boilermakers would be in-
volved, the fitters and the fitters' assist.
ants would be involved, as would other
tradesmen.

There is a great deal of hostility over
this Particular move. I thought the Gov-'
erment had finished with controversal
issues, but it raises one now at this late
hour. The sale of the State Building Sup-
Plies was a public tragedy.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Orderi
The honiourable member cannot discuss
State Building Supplies under this head.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am using it as an il-
lustration.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
The honourable member cannot discuss
State Building Supplies under this.

Mr. FLETCHER: I see a parallel in the
disposal of Government work, and I regret
that in the dying hours of this session
there is a possibility of sabotaging a public
utility. Are we to see redundant ma-
chines, and employees seeking employ-
ment, with inferior conditions of service,
with private enterprise as a consequence
of this Policy change?

It happened before. I know it hap-
pened because I frequently visit this estab-
lishment. This instrumentality made a
Profit under Labor administration and it
is being run down under the existing
Government. It will be run down fur-
ther if more of the work is to be given to
private enterprise. When I say that con-
ditions will become worse I refer to the
fact that at the moment the men enjoy
long-service leave after 10 years; and then
again after a subsequent 10 years, and then.
after seven years. The staff get long-service
leave after seven years. Are the, staff to
be driven away from Government em-
ployment to private enterprise in these
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worsening conditions to which I have re-
ferred, with particular reference to long-
service leave entitlement? There is very
real concern among the employees as to
what is happening and at the prospect of
this work being given out on private con-
tract.

Mdr. J. Hegney: Who is doing it now?

Mr. FLETCHER: That is what I want to
know. Is there a change of policy? There
is considerable uncertainty in the State
Engineering Works. I would like to quote
an example which I quoted last year.
-owing to the uncertainty of a man's em-
:ployment in the State Engineering Works
:.-oon after this Government took office he
.left and sacrificed his pro rata long-ser-
vice leave entitlement. He went to Corn-
Ignonwealth employment; and as a result
of the Federal Government having also
given away to private enterprise the COM-
monwealth work which traditionally be-
longed to the Government, he again lost
his employment there and also his pro
rata long-service leave entitlement. He
was a man well UP in years and naturally
found it difficult to obtain employment.

is this sort of thing to be repeated? That
is what I want to know and what the em-
ployees want to know. The last I heard
of the man to whom I referred was that
he was doing casual work in the building
trade. I would like to point out to the
member for Cottesloc that this particular
undertaking is in his electorate.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you mean the new
one?

Mr. FLETCHER: The State Engineer-
ing Works is situated within the flew
boundaries of his electorate. The prepon-
derance of the State Engineering Works
employees live within the Minister's elec-
torate, and their reaction to the loss Of
work which is traditionally theirs is likely
to be reflected in the ballot boxes next
year. I would like the Minister to take
cognisance of that fact. The butchers,
the bakers, the small business People, and
others who are dependent upon the em-
.ployees in that Government instrumlen-
tality will not be kindly disposed to this
Government as a consequence of the
change of Policy.

I suggest to the minister that he inform
other members of the Government, that
any change in the policy of the State
Engineering Works in regard to this work
could remove the political scalp of the
Minister, and after the next elections he
might not be in this H-ouse. Should that
take place I would miss him because I
have been getting used to talking across
the Chamber to him.

I offer a friendly suggestion to himn that
be should makze approaches to the front
bench membters to ensure that his political
.scalp is not remdved in the manner I have
suggested.

Mr. WILD (Minister for Works): I
take responsibility for what has happened.
It is the responsibility of nobody else.
There is no change of policy with the
exception that there are fewer ships to
attend to. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition knows full well that there is
a very small quantity of work being done
by the State Engineering Works on the
ships in question. I think that, in all, the
work last year amounted to only £1,760.
Repeated representations were made by
the private concerns to carry out this
work, as they have been allowed to do the
remainder of the work. On the recom-
mendation of my departmental officers, in
view of the infinitesimal amount of work
that is involved, I acquiesced. I take full
responsibility for the action taken.

Vote Put and passed,
Report

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

This concluded the Estinates of State
Trading Concerns for the year.

RESERVES BILL
Council's Further Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
report of the conference managers.

Ccrnlerence Managers' Report
MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for

Lands) [9.56 p.m.]: I have to report to
the House that the managers met and
agreed to accept the amendment made by
the Legislative Council to the Bill for an
Act relating to reserves and certain other
lands. The amendment was for the
deletion of clause 22, which refers to an
area of Class "A" reserve at Cockburn
Sound. It was intended that this area
should be used for the establishment of
a shipbuilding industry, which in the
opinion of the Government was very
necessary.

The Reserves Bill is virtually a measure
containing separate provisions, without
any of the clauses having relationship to
one another. In this Bill there are 22
clauses; and, in effect, there are 22 Bills.
The areas affected by the Bill are Beverley,
Harvey, Bridgetown, Catterick Siding,
Cowaramup, Crawley, Fremantle, Gerald-
ton, Kalbarri, Mandurab, Millstream,
Station, Morawa, Northampton, Perth,
Rockingham, Toodyay, Inglewood, and
Cockburn Sound.

I am alarmed at the rejection of clause
22, which means virtually that a ship-
building industry has bern lost to Western
Australia. It was necessary to protect the
interests of the 21 other areas affected by
the Bill; therefore, the managers agreed
to the Council's amendment.
I move-

That the report be adopted.
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MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [9.57 p.m.]I: I recall that
when the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment informed the House he would seek
the opportunity to speak with members of
the Legislative Council, he intimated that
he wanted to place before them the in-
formation which he considered they ought
to have. Unfortunately, I have not his
exact words; but I think the inference was
that if he had the chance personally to
talk to them, with the arguments in his
possession he would succeed in getting the
Legislative Council managers to alter their
attitude.

Apparently the Minister had little suc-
cess in that direction. Either he mislaid
his arguments, or else they Were not ap-
preciated by the managers iht another
place. I do not think the minister for
Lands was justified in making the state-
ment that this decision means that a ship-
building industry is lost to Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. novell: That is my opinion.
Mr. TONKIN: I understand that a very

satisfactory alternative site is available in
the locality, with the same depth of water.

Mr. Hovell: Not according to the Town
Planning Authority.

Mr. TONKIN: Unless the Minister desires
to throw this industry away through sheer
cussedness, I am satisfied that if sweet
reasonableness is displayed the Industry
can still be secured without any incon-
venience and without any upset to the
recreational area which has been vested in
the local authority.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is a Pity that
sweet reasonableness was not shown by
the opposite side.

Mr. TONKIN: Why not satisfy every-
body if it is possible?

Mr. novell: I can give this assurance:
The Government will leave no stone un-
turned to establish any industry in West-
ern Australia. The advice we received
was that this was the appropriate area.
I believe in view of the urgency of the
matter it was necessary to have this area.

Mr. TONKIN: Time will tell whether the
Minister was justified in what he said. I
do not think he was.

Mr. Bovell: You think lots of things.
Mr. TONKIN: I do not think that this

decision means the industry will be lost.
I do not think it means that at all.

Mr. Bovell: I hope it does not, but it
appears to be so.

Mr. TONKIN': The Minister is qualify-
Ing a bit. Previously he said this decision
meant that we would lose the Industry;
now he says he hopes we will not lose
it. My information is there is no need for
us to lose the industry.

Mr. Bovell: You have done your best to
lose it.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course that is a poll-
tical interjection which suits the Minis-
ter on this occasion. Apparently the Min-
ister has no colleagues in another place!
Apparently they did not Play any part in
this decision! I am to be responsible! What
a Power I wield! That is a power which was
unknown to me. I am astonished to realise
that I can bring about decisions of that
nature so easily. Of course, the whole
thing is absurd arJ ridiculous. The Min-
ister knows full well that despite the
Powerful arguments which the Minister for
Industrial Development had up his sleeve
he made no impression on the mianagers
of another place.

Mr. Court: You do not want us to divulge
what went on at a managers' conference
I hope? Not as one of your Ministers did
once.

Mr. Heal: It is O.K. by me if you do.
Mr. TONKIN': It would not surprise nie

what the Minister did.
Mr. Court: I san not going to do

as one of your Ministers did once. The
decision there must be unanimous and con-
fidential.

Mr. TONKIN': I do not know what
transpired at the conference.

Mr. Court: I am telling you that I have
no intention of breaching a confidence.

Mr. TONKIN': I only know the result
of those powerful arguments which the
Minister placed before members of
another place and which be felt would
decide the issue and cause a change in
attitude. Apparently they failed com-
pletely to do that.

Mr. Court: We cannot represent our
arguments directly to the Council. That
has to be done at the conference, and I
have no intention of divulging what hap-
pened at the conference-not as one of
Your Ministers did.

Mr. TONKIN': The Minister Is no para-
gon of virtue in saying that.

Mr. Court: One of Your Ministers made
a6 breach on one occasion.

Mr. TONKIN: Is that so?
Mr. Hawke: He did not tell lies.
Mr. Court: We don't either.

Mr. TONKIN': I rose to disabuse the
minds of any people who are apt to accept
the statement of the Minister for Lands
that this meant the 1086 of the industry,
because that is not necessarily so, unless
the industry Is lost through sheer cussed-
ness.

Mr. Court: It cannot be established in
this immediate vicinity now.

Mr. Bovell: A lot of cussedness was dis-
Played on this measure, and you joined
inl it,
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Mr. TONKIN: It could be established in
Proximity-

Mr. Court: Not immediately alongside
,the area.

Mr. TONKIN: -without very much in-
'convenience to the persons concerned. I
think the Minister ought to be perfectly
frank about the matter.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Do you want to
see this industry established?

Mr. Court: Do you?
Mr. TONKIN: The Chief Secretary is on

the political tack, too.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Do you?

--Mr. Brand: You were the other day.

M~r. TONKIN: The Chief Secretary is not
adept enough to buy into this argument.
He had better pay attention to the posi-
tion at the State Engineering Works. That
Is more likely to be beneficial to him than
butting in on this.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You answer my
Question. You are not game.

Mr. TONKIN: That will be the day-
when I am not game to answer any ques-
tion the Chief Secretary likes to ask-

Mr. Court: You have not answered this
one yet.

IMr. TONKIN: -or anything else he likes
to trot out!

Mr. Hawke: Reckless Rossy I

Mr. TONKIN: We have been prone in
this Chamber to hear from the Minister
for Industrial Development of the achieve-
ments which he is about to make because
of his persuasion and power. I had my
doubts when be suggested to us that these
arguments which he had would carry the
day in another place: and apparently I
'was right. They did not succeed-and for
.a very good reason apparently; and that
is, that there was no truth in the argu-
ment that it was this site and this site
'unly.

Mr. Court: That is what the advisers say.

Mr. TONKIN: I gathered from the tenor
of the debate earlier that there was no
desire on the part of the Minister to look
for any other place. He had made up his
mnind to have this land because it was
readily accessible and he set out to see
he got it.

Mr. Court: I told you we looked for
months for land, and the advisers said,
q~i is it."

Mr. TONKIN: I think that before long
we will hear that this industry has been
established in Proximity to the locality
which is the subject of this clause.

MR. HEAL (West Perth) [10.5 pm.]:
ITrise to say briefly that I support the re-
port the Minister for Lands presented to
the House, less one statement which he
made; and that had nothing to do with the
report from the conference of managers.

It was his own individual thought. He
stated that this would mean the loss of a
shipbuilding industry to this State.

Mr. Bovell: I can express my own opin-
ion; and under Standing Order No. 256 I
can express a lot more.

Mr. HEAL: If the Minister wants to do
that and give a full report he can.

Mr. Bovell: It is not done.
Mr. HEAL: The Minister can do that

and then I will reply to him. At the mom-
ent I am only speaking on the Minister's
own Private opinion when he said that this
would mean the loss of a shipbuilding in-
dustry to Western Australia.

Mr. Bovell: so it Will.
Mr. HEAL: The shipbuilding industry

the Minister refers to is already establish-
ed in Western Australia. The only loss
will be that this particular shipbuilding
company will not expand where the Min-
ister thought it would.

Mr. Bovell: It cannot build ships of
140 ft. and larger in its present area.

Mr. HEAL: My thoughts are different
from those of the Minister for Lands and
the Minister for Industrial Development,
because I firmly believe there are sites
other than in this particular area. An
area has already been gazetted as a ship-
building Yard to cater for the building of
bigger ships. Therefore there is no use,
saying there is no other area than this one,
which the Government seems to be so
worried about.

If the Government is successful in ex-
panding this industry I will be the first
one to congratulate it; and I sincerely
hope that in the next 12 months that in-
dustry will be firmly established on the
sea-front somewhere in the vicinity of the
Kwinana area.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

TRAFFIC ACT: DISALLOWANCE OF
AMENDMENT TO REGULATION

No. 353 (1)
Motion

Debate resumed from the 11th October,
on the following motion by Mr. Graham:-

That the amendment of subregula-
tion (1) of regulation 353 of the Traf-
fic Act. 1019-1960, published in the
Government Gazette on the 24th May.
1961, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 8th August, 1961. be and
is hereby disallowed.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Industrial Development) [10.8 p.m.]: In
opposing this motion I want to make the
following very brief comments: In June,
1958, the traffic engineers designed a traf-
fic rotary embracing sections of Stirling
Street, Bridge Street, Beaufort Street, and
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James Street in order to improve the flow
of traffic to and from the Beaufort Street
Bridge. The member for East Perth, who
was then Minister for Traffic, approved of
the design with the exception of James
Street, which he insisted should be retain-
ed as a two-way street.

The reasons for retaining the two-way
section of James Street were, firstly, as a
result of representations from the man-
agemrent concerning possible loss of Pat-
ronage to Canterbury Court car park; and,
secondly, as a more direct route for west-
bound traffic. I emphasise the representa-
tions from the management of the Canter-
bury Court car park because in the course
of what I have to say they figure again, as
apparently they had a change of heart on
two subsequent occasions.

The traffic Minister, when deciding on
the modification of the rotary, made the
reservation that if there were any undue
and serious interruption of the main flow,
a review of the position would be necessary.
The traffic engineer who made observations
when the modified rotary commenced was
not so much concerned with traffic con-
gestion, which was not serious at peak
periods, but with the hazard existing at
the intersection of Beaufort Street and
James Street due to the two-way traffic
movement in James Street.

In April, 1960, following complaints from
the Police Traffic Department in respect
of congestion and obstruction -in this sec-
tion of James Street, particularly in the
evening when functions are being held at
Canterbury Court ballroom, the Main
Roads Department made an investigation
with particular reference to the accident
pattern at the Beaufort Street-James
Street intersection. The investigation
showed that during 1959 there were 18
recorded accidents at this intersection-
nine major and seven minor-and two
caused injury to persons. Ten of these
accidents, more than 50 per cent. of the
1959 total, would not have occurred hard
one-way west to east movement been im-
plemented in this section. During 1960,
26 accidents occurred at this intersection,
17 of which were major, four minor,
and five involved injury to persons.

Because of this bad accident pattern, the
traffic engineers urged the introduction of
one-way mo vement wvest to east in this
section of James Street, but the traffic
Minister said he was reluctant to agree
to the one-way movement until he was
assured it would not interfere with the
operation of the Canterbury Court park-
ing station.

In December, 1960, the management of
Canterbury Court parking station submit-
ted in writing to the Minister that hazards
were caused by the two-way traffic move-
mnent in James Street, and that one-way
traffic should be instituted to enable cars
to enter and leave the car park without
crossing the flow of traffic.

Members will recall that one of the
reasons the former Minister for Trans-
port-I refer to the member for East
Perth-would not agree to the one-way
pattern of traffic, was the possible effect
on the patronage of the Canterbury Court
parking station. However, by December,
1960, the manager of Canterbury Court
had submitted in writing to the Minister a
statement to the effect that hazards were
caused by the two-way traffic in James
Street and that the one-way system would
overcome this difficulty. As a result of
this approach, the police reports of late
evening congestion, and the accident
figures, the Minister agreed to amend
traffic regulation 353 to provide for one-
way traffic in James Street in an easterly
direction, between Beaufort Street and
Stirling Street.

This amended regulation was gazetted
on the 25th May and insufficient time has
since elapsed to investigate its benieficial
effect on accidents at the Beaufort Street-
Jamnes Street intersection. The traffic
engineer intends to make a further survey
after the lapse of another five months.

In view of the relatively short period in
which the one-way section has been in
operation, and having regard for the com-
paratively bad accident record. over the
past two years, it is earnestly recom-
mended that the House do not agree to the
motion to disallow traffic regulation 353.

On the 12th October, 1961, the new
manager of Canterbury Court Pty. Ltd.
wrote the Minister requesting reversion to
the two-way traffic movement as experience
had shown over the last few months that,
although the change had to a la rge extent
avoided traffic congestion, it had had a
detrimental effect on patronage at the car
park. Thus we have the situation of the
car park management firstly opposing the
one-way movement in 1958, then request-
ing it in December, 1960, and then in Octo-
ber, 1961. again opposing it.

Mr. W. Hegney: Sounds like George
Roberts to me.

Mr. COURT: It is the view of the Gov-
erniment that the motion :should be de-
feated. I want to give the undertaking.
that the operation of this particular traffic
pattern is being kept under review. Already
a fixed date has been determined for the
traffic engineer to make a very careful
analysis of the accidents experienced as
the result of a few more months' opera-
tion of the regulation.

I think it would be agreed that it has
not operated sufficiently long to enable a
true analysis to be formed, and the advice
of the engineer in this case is sound and
should be accepted. In other words, the
regulation should be allowed to continue
and the motion before the House defeated.
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MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [10.15
p-rn.]: A great deal of what the Minister
has told us is information given by the
late Minister for Transport. I think all
members will agree that the pretext of the
Minister is a very thin one-that no vase
has been made out and that the police felt
the situation would be improved but were
not Particularly enthusiastic about it.

That was stated by the late Minister for
Transport: and it is true that the easiest
way to resolve any problem is to limit
and restrict and, if need be, completely
ban the movement of traffic. Then ac-
cidents would not occur. But I think I
indicated when moving the motion that
there was, when I was responsible for ad-
ministering traffic, a school of thought,
which stated that the easiest solution of
all problems was to impose restrictions
and prohibitions.

We find now that even the Main Roads
Department traffic engineeiing branch is
not too certain with regard to the situation,
and that it requires a. few more months in
order to make up its mind whether or
not the change is warranted. I indicated,
and it was borne out by the Minister this
evening, that the Main Roads Department
is anxious that there should be one-way
traffic to make the subject area a complete
rotary. Not because approaches were made
by the management of Canterbury Court
but because of a desire to allow as much
freedom as possible for the movement of
traffic generally, I resolved that the posi-
tion would have to be proved to me to
be unsatisfactory and unworkable before
I would agree to this further restriction.

I think I outlined that the Chief Traffic
Engineer and I found ourselves just before
5 p.m. on the first evening of the operation
of the scheme with one-way traffic except
for James Street where the traffic was
permitted to flow in both directions; and
he, Mr. Davies, expressed surprise and
satisfaction that this scheme was operat-
ing as successfully as it was.

All the hazards and faults contemplated
proved to be false, and I indicated to him
that in time the position would actually
Improve because motorists would not come
hurtling down Beaufort Street towards the
city, expecting to proceed directly over the
Beaufort Street bridge as they had done
for many years previously. In addition to
that, quite a number of motorists would
turn into Stirling Street at an earlier in-
tersection, thereby reducing the volume of
traffic on that particular intersection.
Further than that, traffic which was seek-
ing to proceed in an easterly direction
along James Street is now at peak periods
compelled to remain for lengthy terms un-
able to break through the traffic moving
north In Beaufort Street because all the
traffic is on the right.

When we have motorists becoming im-
patient, we can expect someone a little
more venturesome than the rest to take a

risk, and so accidents and near Misses
occur. It must be remembered that since
the discussion which took place and the
decision which followed, there is the all-
important fact that the level crossing has
been opened at Moore Street, and vehicles
which could proceed in a westerly direc-
tion along James Street, taking a direct
route to avoid the heart of the city-in
other words, to travel north of the rail-
way line-now find themselves in the posi-
tion of having to take a circuitous route
instead of the direct route, which was the
position prior to May of this year. I feel
that quite a number of them, because of
that interruption, would tend to continue
along Wellington Street-in other words
through the heart of the city-instead of
using James Street virtually as a by-pass
road north of the railway line.

There are other factors, which I men-
tioned previously. One is a matter which
was admitted by the late Minister for
Transport himself: that it was a bad
feature under the new arrangement that
vehicles desiring to proceed westward in-
stead of being able to continue directly
along James Street would, if they took
the shortest route, proceed down Stirling
Street to the railway line, along Bridge
Street, and then cut across the traffic into
Roe Street, allowing a bank-up of a hand-
ful of cats between Roe Street and Wel-
lington Street intersection-that is to say,
the Beaufort Street bridge area; whereas,
if the flow of traffic northwards was inter-
rupted at James Street there would be
ample storage place for far more cars than
would be likely to be placed between an
intersection in the heart of the city-for
instance, between Murray Street and Wel-
lingtoni Street.

I feel that once again the late Minister
succumbed to what he was pleased to call
his advisers, without having proper regard
for the full facts of the situation: in
other words, afraid to use his own judg-
ment in connection with the matter. It
appears that it arose because of a change
of heart or viewpoint of the management
of Canterbury Court.

As the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment has told us this evening, the manage-
ment has had a further change of heart
within the last month or so; and is in
favour of the proposition which I submit.
If it is to be the wish of the Government
to continue in force the interruption t6
the flow of traffic, that is its responsibility.
But certainly neither the Minister nor
his advisers have made out a, case as to
why the arrangement which was working
perfectly satisfactorily, and giving a far
better flow of traffic should be interrupted.

Such being the case, I cannot appreciate
why the Government is resisting this
change-that is, a reversion to what oper-
ate for a period of 18 months or so. I
might, for the edification of members,
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mention two other places where the view-
point of an amateur prevailed; and not
even this Government has sought to inter-
fere with the decision which was made.

One has relation to the two-way move-
ment of traffic in Pier Street between Hay
Street and Murray Street. The advisers
said it should be one-way traffic only. But
two-way traffic has been in existence for a
period in excess of three years. I do not
know that anybody has complained about
it. That is important, because there was
a section of street known as Pier Street,
City. Somewhere in the middle of it there
was a length in which there was one-way
traffic only. This is something which the
Government has done in respect of James
Street-not at one end, but part-way
along. Motorists must veer and turn
several corners and cross traffic at a less
favourable place in order to meet the
whims and fancies of the person who has
the final say of the day; namely, the
Minister.

The other case was in connection with
the main shopping street at Claremont;
that is, Bay View Terrace. There the
advisers felt it should be one-way traffic.
Upon considering the matter and measur-
ing it myself against other streets in Perth
having no greater width and where there
was two-way traffic and parking on both
sides-as a matter of fact within 100 yards
of the office I occupied in Plain Street it
operated, and no-one suggested there
should be one-way traffic in that street--I
insisted there should be two-way traffic in
the shopping centre at Claremont.

One-way traffic exists in the case under
consideration because the Minister was
influenced by the viewpoint of a single
concern, and for no other consideration-
a single business concern; and accordingly
he changed the system to conform to its
wishes. As the Minister has told the
House. it was of the opinion that there
should, first of all, be two-way traffic, then
one-way tfaffic; and now it is back to two-
way traffic. No responsible Minister should
use a single firm as a basis to make a
decision which interferes with the move-
ment of traffic which runs into some thou-
sands.

I am as emphatic this evening as I was
when I introduced the motion. I think I
told the House-unfortunately, it is so long
ago that I have forgotten what I did sub-
mit-that the night before one-way traffic
was introduced I stood for an hour or so
during a peak period, and there was, no
near accident; there was no delay in the
flow of traffic northwards.

The case made out for this one-way
traffic movement is completely without sub-
stance. I am borne out in that assertion
even by the comments of the departmental
officers who tendered certain advice to the
Minister. So I hope and trust that the
commonsense of members will prevail and

they will agree with me that this traffic
regulation should be disallowed so that
traffic can continue in the future as it did
so successfully for a Period of two Years or
so until this unfortunate change last May.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:.

Ayes-19.
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney

Mr. flovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Graydon
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Ayes.
Kelly
Rhatigan
Evans
Brady
Sewell

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

The SPEAKER
voting being equal
with the Noes.

Mr. Jamieson
M r. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oidfield
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Toms
Mr. Toakin
Mr. May

Noes-19.
(Teller.)

Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Noran
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Owen
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Mann
Burt
Guthrie
W. A. Manning
O'Nel

(Mr. Hearman): The
I give my casting vote

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

LOAN BILL, £21,762,000
Message: Appropriation

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[10.36 p.m.): I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I am moving that the Hill be read a second
time at this stage in order that another
place might have a Bill before it on which
it can have a general debate, thereby saving
time and avoiding having to wait for the
Appropriation Bill, which is the last Bill
of the session and very often holds up
the finish of the sitting.

The Loan Bill simply authorises the
raising of the loan, details of which will be
authorised with the passing of the Loan
Estimates, all of which are in the hands
of members. This measure is Usually a
formal one on which there is no debate.
I do not propose to delay the House by
having anything more to say about it ex-
cept that it authorises the raising of a
loan of £21,762,000 for the various pur-
poses detailed in the schedule.
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MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
opposition) (10.38 p.m.]: There is no
objection in principle to the passing of
the Loan Bill. As the Treasurer has
said, this Bill proposes to authorise the
raising of an amount of £21,762,000 by
loan for the construction of public works
and for other purrposes. We have not Yet
completed Our consideration of the Loan
Estimates; however, I appreciate the fact
that members of the Legislative Council
are waiting for work, and a number of
members there are anxious to speak on
the Loan Bill. They do not receive the
Estimates and, of course, are not able to
have a discussion on the Estimates in the
same detailed manner which is available
to members of the Legislative Assembly.

It is true that there is a schedule to
this Bill which contains the approximate
amounts which the Government has allo-
cated in its loan programme of works for
the current financial year. I am not sure
whether the Treasurer intends to hold the
third reading or the Committee stage of
the Bill in the Council until we have, in
this House, completed our consideration of
the Loan Estimates.

Mr. Brand: That can be arranged.
Mr. J. Hegney: The Bill could not be

finally passed by Parliament until this
House has completed its consideration of
the estimates.

Mr. Brand: That Is true.
Mr. HAWKE: I think that would be a

wise procedure; because although it is not
likely that this House would alter any
detailed estimates, there is always a
possibility that something of the kind
might happen, and it would be quite
wrong in principle for the Legislative
Council finally to pass the Loan Bill before
the members of this House had finally
completed consideration of the Loan
Estimates. By interjection, the Treasurer
has said that would be arranged accord-
ingly; and, on that understanding there
cannot, I think, be any valid objection to
our discussion of this Loan Bill proceeding
and being completed prior to our total
consideration of the Loan Estimates.

That, I think, would also meet the point
raised by interjection by the member for
Middle Swan. The Loan Bill would not,
in fact, be finally passed by Parliament
until members of this House had com-
pleted their consideration of the Estimates
and approved them.

MR. OLUFIELD (Mt. Lawley) [10.42
p.m.]: I do not want to let pass this
opportunity to raise a. matter which is
causing some concern to many people, and
also to a certain shire council. Recently
the Minister for Local Government saw
fit to override a regulation gazetted under
the provisions of the Town Planning and
Development Act with a view to conferring
upon a syndicate of subdividers a privilege
which certainly would not be conferred

upon any other group of subdividers in
Western Australia. I refer to the Ravens-
wood subdivision, in which area roads are
being constructed along the banks of the
Murray River at Ravenswood.

In the uniform general by-laws gazetted
on the 14th October, 1949, under the
Town Planning and Development Act, and
recommended by The Hon. A. F. Watts,
Minister for Local Government, is regula-
tion 3 (e), which states--

3. In all new subdivisions and re-
subdivisions, provision shall be made
for the following matters:-

(e) At least 100 ft. reservation
fronting sea shore, lakesides,
or banks of streams (exclusive
of any road width), and no
rear of any lot or lots shall
abut such reservation unless
expressly approved by the
Board;

The wording of the regulation is clear-
cut. As a result, I had reason to call for
the tabling of the file on the subdivision.
An examination of the file revealed that
prior to the Minister acting contrary to
the law by granting this subdivision on
appeal, the application for the subdivision,
in the first instance, had been for the
river lots which are being subdivided and
which go right up to the river banks, and
there is no provision for any reserve. That
application was refused by the Town plan-
ning Board.

Under section 26 of the Act, the Minister,
on appeal, tried to assist the subdividers
because they were making a gift of 125
acres of land to the Church of England for
the establishment of a boys' school, and
126 acres to the Church of England for
the establishment of a girls' school. Be-
cause of this so-called gesture to the
church, the subdividers sought permission
to subdivide the blocks right up to the
river banks in order to get the maximum
price for the 51 or 52 blocks they were
putting up for sale.

It does not take much stretch of im-
agination to realise that those blocks a
chain or a chain and a half back from the
river banks would average £500 or £600
each, and with the total of 50-odd blocks,
that would produce a total of £30,000 odd
to the subdividers, and the land they are
giving to the church is worth something in
the vicinity of £3,00 on ruling rates. On
the file, the departmental officers have
stated that so much work had been done
and so much money had been spent by
the subdividers up to this stage on pre-
liminary roads and their bitumninisation,
that any threat Mr. Anderson may have
made that he would not go on with the
scheme and he would not grant the church
its land would only be an idle threat, be-
cause he would be forced to go on with
the scheme to recoup for himself the
money that he had expended.
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However, after much negotiation over a
period of two or three years, the Minister
decided that if it were possible, the reserve
which had to be provided under the Act
could be leased back to the subdividers for
21 years and this would possibly give them
what they were seeking; namely, the rigbt
to sell to the ultimate purchasers the ex-
clusive rights to the river-front on the
front of their properties for at least 21
years, bearing in mind that at either end
of the subdivision was a school which had
access to the water-front, and which meant
there would be no access to the reserve
except that which would be provided, after
21 years had elapsed, through the rear of
these lots.

However, the Minister for Lands, to his
credit, acted upon the advice of his own
departmental officers on the score that this
li-chain reserve was vested in the Crown,
and if he were to lease it back to the sub-
dividers for 21 years, it would set a danger-
ous precedent, which all other subdividers
could raise in support of their claims for
a similar scheme which they would expect
to enjoy, and no doubt their application
would have to be granted at the expense
of the taxpayers, who are entitled to the
use of the reserve. The Minister for Lands
would not play ball with the Minister for
Town Planning. The file went backwards
and forwards, and even the Attorney-
General featured in the matter at one
stage.

As I have said, the Minister for Lands,
to his credit, stood fast by the policy of
his department which has obtained for
many years. The Minister for Town
Planning then decided he would take the
bull by the horns, so to speak, and take
action whether it was right or wrong.
That is why he agreed that if the sub-
dividers appealed to him under section 26
of the Act he would grant them the sub-
division subject to these conditions: that
the li-chain reserve would not be created
immediately but would be left In abeyance
and created as Lot 166 over the entire
length of the river-front blocks; and that
the title would remain In the name of the
subdividers for 21 years.

They signed the agreement drawn up by
the Crown Law Department to the effect
that for the period of 21 years they would
vest it in the Crown free of all transfer
costs. That is a complete contradiction
of the regulation and also of the spirit of
the regulation. There is no reserve and
will not be for 21 years. For 21 years
the public will be denied access to that re-
serve; or to what should be a reserve. 'it
was possibly felt that at some time in the
future all that land on the banks of the
Murray River would be subdivided and a
reserve created and that people would be
able to travel from Mandurah to Pinjarra
without having to cope with obstructions
in the form of fences down to the river-
front built under the old-time land grants

and leases. However, the subdividers very
cunningly no doubt had in mind that if
the church and the two schools owned
the water under the subdivision the people
could not walk along the river bank with-
out trespassing on church property. Any
purchaser of those 51 or 52 lots would
know that for all time he would purchase
the sole right to the river-front.

People could possibly travel up there by
boat and land on the river bank and he
could not stop them. If each one wished
to exercise his right, with the permission
of the Harbour and Light Department
he could build a wharf along the frontage
of his block; or a boat-shed 20 ft. long into*
the water. It would become private pro-
perty and nobody could land by boat be-
cause he would be landing on a private
wharf or jetty or boat-house. It all boils
down to giving away £3,000 to pick up
£25,000, providing a profit of about £20,000
odd.

I would concede that possibly it could
be argued at law, and quite successfully,
that the agreement which has been signed
does constitute the creation of a reserve,
because it will become one in 21 years.
But agreements can be cancelled by mutual
consent of the parties. Once it Is an
established fact it can always be cancelled
later on. But there again 21 years is a
long time: and if at the end of 21 years
the owners or subdividers agreed to extend
the agreement, or if at the expiration of
the agreement when the land is vested in
the Crown, the Minister for Lands decided
to give the people a further lease of 21
years, it would then be held for a period
of 42 years. And so it could go on.

We would get to the stage where at cer-
tain parts of the Murray River some people
would be inclined to think that they owned
the land; they would have already
bought and sold blocks of land not knowing
that a reserve exists. It could be argued
that the agreement constitutes the creation
of a reserve, though I cannot see how it
does, because reserves are areas which
people can use. The land being given at
either end of the subdivision where they
own the river-front is contrary to the regu-
lation. It does not matter which church it
is-whether it is the Church of Enigland,
the Roman Catholic Church, or any other
organisation or association. It is manda-
tory for the public to have access to and
to be able to enjoy the use of a reserve. It
does not matter who wants to own the
river-front.

A plea was put up that it was not
desirable to have a reserve fronting a girls'
school or right-of-way. One only has to
drive down Stirling Highway to see how
many reserves front girls' schools. In 21
years' time this reserve will abut the
girls' school on the side boundary; so it
is too ridiculous to say that a reserve
should not front the girls' school. I can-
not see the difference.
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As a result of my investigations .and I entirely agree with the last part of the
perusal of the file, I decided to ask further
questions of the Minister. I asked him if
the regulation said what it did, and he
replied, "Yes." When I asked the Min-
ister the reasons, he referred to special
circumstances surrounding it. That was
alluding to the grant, which was a gen-
erous grant, to the Church of England. I
feel the Church of England would not be
happy to accept land which was given to
it contrary to the Act and which was
thus wrongly given. I asked a fur-
ther series of questions and again got
no reply.

I asked the Attorney-General and he
refused to answer on the plea that it was
contrary to Standing Orders to express a
legal opinion. I agree with that decision.
A further question was asked of the Min-
ister representing the Minister for Town
Planning, and this brought the same reply
which gave us the answer we wanted,
which was that they did consider
they were breaking the law. However, on
Wednesday, the 8th November, I asked in
this House the Minister representing the
Minister for Town Planning the following
question:-

Has the Minister for Town Plan-
ning overridden regulation 3 of the
uniform by-laws?

The reply I received was, "No; only varied.
The honourable member should not take
regulation 3 out of its context." On the
same day in another place, Mr. Wise asked
the following questions of the Minister
himself:-

(1) Is the Minister conversant with
the uniform by-laws made under
the Town Planning Act and gazet-
ted on the 14th October, 1949?

(2) Has regulation 3 (e) of the uni-
form by-laws been overridden by
the Minister in connection with a
Ravenswood subdivision?

(3) If so, what is the reason for such
decision?

(4) Is full authority vested in the
Minister to make such decision?

To this, The Hon. L. A. Logan replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No. The uniform by-laws have

been varied but not overridden.
(3) The unusual set of circumstances

applying to such subdivision.
(4) Yes. For the past 15 years it has

been the uniform practice of all
Governments in Western Australia
to regard the Minister has having
power to vary by-laws; otherwise
an appeal to the Minister is utterly
useless. If one were to observe
section 26 of the Town Planning
Act it would be appreciated that
the Minister has power to oppose
an appeal, vary an appeal, or dis-
miss an appeal; and the Minister's
decision is final.

Minister's reply. He has the right to dis-
miss or uphold an appeal. Hut he cannot
vary a regulation; he can only vary the
decision. He is dealing with the decision
of the Town Planning Hoard, not with
regulations made by the Government and
subscribed to by himself and by the Gov-
ernment over the last two years. if the
Minister desires to vary this regulation he
can take action through Cabinet. The re-
peal of the regulation could be gazetted
and a new one proclaimed in its place.
Should that be done the position would be
thrown wide open, so that everybody could
come under the same regulation.

The fact is that the Minister has acted
contrary to his own regulation. Hie has
gone ahead with that Policy because he
claimed that other Ministers in the past
had done the same thing. I would like to
know the instances he referred to. I am
certain that the late Hon. G. Fraser, as
Minister in charge of town planning, would
not have done the same thing. Whenever
we took appeals before him he always fell
back on the regulations, and invariably
said that he could only give a decision
according to the regulations.

Anyone with a knowledge of the law
knows very well that a Minister has no
power to act contrary to his own regula-
tions, or to vary them. In this case the
Minister has given permission for the mat-
ter to be proceeded with, and no doubt the
title deeds have been drawn up. I also
know from the file that the officers in the
Lands Department and in the Town Plan-
ning Department are aware that the law
is being broken and none of them wants
to have anything to do with the matter.
They have advised the Minister that he
cannot proceed along these lines, but the
Minister has ignored their advice.

There is only one recourse left: that is.
to take the matter to the courts. It is
becoming a habit with this Government
for people to apply to the courts to compel
it to carry out its duties, or to stop it
from acting beyond its powers. Each time
this Government has been taken before the
court in recent times it has lost the case.
It will also lose the case we are dealing
with now.

I give a warning to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Town Planning
that there will be a court case in this
instance and his action will be challenged;
I can assure him that an injunction will be
issued against the Minister. I do not know
who will be responsible for compensating
the subdividers for the money they have
expended on the say-so of the Minister.
Whatever else may happen, this unlawful
action will not be permitted to continue. If
it were continued the flood-gate would be-
come wide open for the subdividers of land
on the riverside, along the seashore, or
along the shore of lakes in Western Aus-
tralia to claim the same rights and the



[Wednesday, 15 November, 1961.2 86

same benefits as are claimed in this ease,
so that they may also undertake some of
these profit-making activities.

I want to draw the attention of this
House to what is happening and will hap-
pen: that is, some people are being com-
pelled to dip their hands in their pockets
to take action through the courts to put
this Government on the right tracks.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Thtird Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Brand (Treasurer), and transmitted
to the Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1961-1962
fIn Committee

Resumed from the 8th November, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. Roberts) in
the Chair.

Vote: Railways, £3,325,000-
MR. BEADY (Guildford-Midlanld) [11.8

p.m.]: It is essential that in speaking to
this vote I deal with a few matters affec-
ing my electorate. What I am about to
say has been delayed for a fortnight at the
request of the union secretaries to enable
them to be present. The first matter con-
cerns water supply and sewerage. I shall
refer to some correspondence from my
electors which indicates a very serious posi-
tion in Midland -Guildford regarding water
supplies.

Hardly a week goes by that I do not re-
ceive complaints about the low pressure in
the water system. I receive these com-
plaints from one end of my electorate to
the other. Not only is the water pressure
very low in districts such as Bellevue, Bas-
sendean, Midland Junction, Middle Swan,
Midvale, Koongainia, and GreenmountI but
another aspect of this matter, which
will become a serious menace to the
health of the community, has developed.
Because of the fact that there is not suf-
ficient water in the area, the new housing
suburb of Koongamia has to put up with
a septic tank system; and in the winter
time these tanks overflow. The result is
that the stench and nuisance is creating
a health hazard, and the people are very
concerned.

Recently they had the Minister for Hous-
ing visit the area to see what could be
done. As member for the district I do
not want to see an outbreak of some
disease. The Government and the Metro-
politan Water 'Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Department should realise that
something must be done in the very near
future to provide adequate water in the

Koongania-Bellevue area so that proper
sewerage can be installed and the people
will not have to put up with septic tanks
overflowing in the winter time.

The Koongamia area is considered to be
a modern residential district, but a septic
tank system over about 30 to 40 homes is
a health menace, not only to the immediate
area, but to the whole of the metropolitan
area. I feel these Loan Estimates give
me an opportunity of bringing the matter
forcibly before the Minister in the hope
he may take some note of the position
and, in the near future, get his officers to
take action to ensure that the water sup-
plies in the area "are adequate.

Not only am I concerned about the fact
that there is an inadequate water supply
in the Koongamia area-an area which has
developed considerably in housing over the
last five or six years-for a sewerage sys-
tem, but I am also concerned because in my
opinion, should a fire take place there
would be inadequate water for fire pro-
tection. I want to protect myself as mem-
ber for the district and bring this matter
to the notice of the Government and the
Minister in particular, because water must
be supplied in adequate quantities in the
Koongamia and Greenmiount areas to
enable the people to have a proper domes-
tic supply, in connection with their domes-
tic requirements, their ablutions, septic
tank systems, a sewerage system, and fire
protection. In addition, I want to see that
the health disabilities in that area are re-
moved because these people are paying rent
for their houses just like people in other
parts of the metropolitan area where plenty
of water is available.

It is apparent that the department is
becoming aware of the position. I have
asked questions during recent months in
order to focus attention on the area be-
cause for the last five or six years this,
matter has been brought to the atten-
tion of the Labor Government and the
iberal-Country Party Government, but

nothing has been done. One of the ques-
tions I asked the Minister for Water
Supplies was as follows:-

(1) Will any attempt be made to ex-
tend the sewerage system into
Bellevue area in the current year?

(2) 11 not, will he say when it is ex-
pected the area will be sewered?

The Minister replied as follows:-
(1) No. The position is explained in

the reply to the honourable mem-
ber's question concerning provi-
sion of sewerage services at Koon-
gamia.

(2) It is not known when the area will
be sewered.

I asked another question as follows:
(1) Is any consideration being given

to improving the water supply at
Hoongamla -Greenmo ant areas?
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(2) Will sewerage services be installed
at Koongamia to avoid difficulties
experienced with septic tanks in
that area?

~To which the Minister replied-
(1) Whilst pressures - in Parts of

Koongamia are not high, gener-
ally the supply to the area is con-
sidered reasonable and in conse-
quence it is not planned to alter
the system.

(2) Extension of the sewerage system
beyond the limits of Midland
Junction tcwnsite was not pro-
vided for in the design of the
original scheme for the district.
It may well be that the sewage
from Midland Junction area will
ultimately be included in either
the north coast or south coast
sewerage schemes. This would
mean that further building up of
the Perth central scheme to take
additional areas, such as Bellevue
and Koongamia, would not be
necessary.

In addition, the cost of sewer-
ing Bellevue and Koongamia
would be extremely high because
of the lack of development in the
area surrounding these suburbs.

A few days later I asked the Chief Sec-
retary the following question:-

(1) Is he aware of low water pressure
in Koongamia area?

(2) Is the Fire Brigades Board satis-
fied that water pressure is suffi-
cient to deal with any fire emer-
gency in the Koongamla area?

and he replied as follows:-
(1) No.
(2) Yes.

From. time to time the People in the
Koongamia area have complained about
the low water pressure they experience.
The other night when 1,200 or 1,300 men
assembled at Parliament House because
they were hoping to hear an address to
the House and a reply from the Minister
for Railways in connection with their
annual holidays, one of those men came to
me and said that for over 12 months the
people in flellevue had experienced low
water Pressures. I then asked the Minis-
ter for Water Supplies the following ques-
tion:-

Is he aware of the low water pres-
sure at Wilkins Street, Bellevue?

The Minister replied-
The only Complaints received from

Wilkins Street, Bellevue, were from
the west end. None have been re-
ceived from the east end.

I then asked-
Is any provision being made to re-

new water mains in this area?

The Minister replied-
The main has been renewed in the

west end of Wilkins Street and in
several streets north of the railway,
and also in Wildon Street south of
the railway.

The next question was--
As the low pressure has been pre-

sent for over twelve months, can some
early action be taken to remedy the
Position?

The reply was-
The main at the east end of Wilkins

Street consists of 1 inch and 11 inch
tubing which will be relaced as early
as possible.

I would like the Minister to speak to his
departmental officers about the complaints
I have received from Wilkins Street, be-
cause the area affected is in the centre,
The railway mains the Minister talked
about at Bellevue are about a quarter of
a mile or a half a mile away from this
area, and I cannot see where they have any
relevancy at all.

That brings me to the general position.
Only a few months ago I said in
this House that the people in Kennedy
Street, Bassendean, were complaining
about their low water pressure, and I re-
ceived the usual stereotyped reply which
comes from the department saying that it
was receiving no complaints and possibly
the trouble was in the internal water ser-
vice.

I sent the answers I received to the rate-
Payers who complained to me, but they did
nothing about their internal services be-
cause they said they were Quite good. A
few weeks later some of the departmental
officers came out and had a look at the
water service, and the pressure was
immensely improved. This was because
the department looked after its own ser-
vice, but the internal services had not been
touched. Subsequently, I received the
following letter from the department dated
the 2nd November:-

Dear Sir,
Referring to your communication

dated 28th September, 1961, concern-
ing the lack of pressure in the water
services supplying properties Nos. 116
and 118 Kenny Street, Bassendean, I
wish to inform you that the boundary
services were both renewed in I in.
cement-lined piping on the 24th
October, 1961, after which the follow-
ing flows were recorded:-

116 Kenny Street-12 gallons
Per minute at the meter; and 8
gallons Per minute at the front
tap.

118 Kenny Street-14 gallons
per minute at the meter; and 8
gallons Per minute at the front
tap.

2864



[Wednesday, 15 November, 1961.1 2865

That is at the extreme end of my elec-
torate from Bellevue and Koongamia. Now
let me come to the centre of my elec-
torate. I am doing this to show the Minis-
ter I am not trying to conjure up argu-
ments to delay the House or to worry him
as Minister, but to indicate there is some-
thing wrong somewhere. Concerning my
own street, early this year I complained
to the department that the pressure in
Second Avenue. where I was living, was
bad. To give the officers of the depart-
ment their due, they came up and renewed
the departmental service from the main,
and the pressure in my particular resi-
dence was stepped up four or five gallons
over the previous pressure.

A neighbour in the same street com-
plained some weeks afterwards, and I
understand the officers came up and at-
tended to his service. Last night one of
my neighbours complained to me that his
pressure was low. I cannot understand
why the department does not renew all the
departmental boundary services at once
instead of making the officers of the de-
partment come back and forth.

This reminds me of what I set out to
say in the first place: that the overall
position, in my opinion, is getting worse
and becoming serious. It might be said by
the Minister or his officers, "What is going
on in the Guildford-Midland electorate is
going on in the other parts of the metro-
politan area." What I want to say is this:.
Last year the majority of electors in the
Guildford-Midland electorate had their
water rates increased anything from 50
per cent. to 100 per cent. but they cannot
get the water they are paying for. So they
have some justification for complaint.

The other night I received a complaint
from four residents in Thompson Street,
Bassendean, who said their rates had gone
up. Not only have they had their water
rates increased, but a drainage rate
has been imposed. Their water rates
were raised last year and now salt has
been rubbed into the wound by the fact
that they have to pay a drainage rate.
They have had an increase in the water
rates on the one hand; and, on the other
hand, an increase by the fact that they
have to pay a drainage rate.

And that is not the worst of it. They
had a reduction in the quantity of water
they were previously allowed to use, and
now they are faced with the position that
in the event of their using excess water-
which inevitably they must do-they have
to pay out 2s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons for it.

The people who have complained to me
are pensioners. I do not know what the
Premier is muttering to himself, but if
he would do something for the Peonle of
the Hassendean -electorate and the Guild-
ford-Midland electorate T would be very
pleased.

I am sorry the Minister for Lands is
not in his seat. One of his old electors is
very upset because the Minister for Lands
is in the Government of which the Pre-
mier is Leader. In his opinion the Gov-
ernment is letting the people down badly.
I have not yet met this Particular elec-
tor. He sent me a letter. This letter was
written to me some six weeks ago; but I
thought I would not meet him in case it
was said that I was trying to Influence
him to write this type of letter. The
letter is addressed to Mr. Brady, M.L.A.,
and is from Mr. S. W. West, of '78 North
Road, Bassendean. It reads as follows:-

Dear Sir,

Reading in today's The West Aus-
tralian an article on prudent use of
water by Mr. Copping of Mosman
Park (who by the way must be hold-
ing down a worth-while job) prompts
mue to forward You my dissatisfaction
in the reduction of the supply for this
year which I contend to say the least
is just wicked and does not even make
sense.

I as you note used 51,000 gallons as
against 55,000 gallons allowed me.
making a saving of 4,000 gallons. So
because I did that, by only just keep-
ing my lawn and garden alive, my al-
lowance is reduced this year to 38,000
gallons. Note a reduction of 13,000
gallons.

Please inform me why amr I thus
Penalised, which means although last
Year I minimised my usage to the bare
essentials, I shall if I1 use 51,000 this
Year (as last) the reduction would not
even keep my little place alive. Then
what happens? I have to pay excess
rates on all above 38,000 gallons, which
would mean excess rates on 13.000
gallons. Can You or any of the Min-
isters we elect to represent us inform
me the sense or justice in that of
whichever Party it may be. I would
like my case to he made a test so that
others like me who are genuine people
"1should be at least fairly treated." I
would rather pay for what I use up to
55,000 which, by the way. I did not
ask for, than to be penalised thus, and
I would like You or any member of
the Opposition to visit my home,
especially the Minister for Lands, Mr.
Bovell, who was my representative for
over 20 years and who would know
that my word was and still is my
bond. In fact. I could get people prac-
tically all over this State who I have
worked for or helped for 51 Years to
be my guarantors (in this matter or
genuine grievance, whichever you
members may decide it is).

The position is now my wife and
myself are on the aged pension and
are paying our way with our own
home. And after serving my adopted
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country (or am I an Australian now?)
for so long both in peacetime and wa~r
time to be so penalised?

I trust you can make real use of
this long scrawl or growl, try and see
my point of view as a genuine mem-
ber of Western Australia. Don't
shelve this matter. Give it to my friend
the Honourable Minister for Lands,
Mr. Bovell. I have always found him
just. Awaiting your reply or visit or
both.

I hope the Minister for Water Supplies
and the Premier will let the Minister for
Lands know that his esteemed friend, Mr.
West, is very irate at the way this Goy-
ermnent is treating pensioners and rate-
payers in Western Australia and in MY
electorate. There is a man who, for 50
years, has given the best he has had in
him. He settled in Bassendean for the
purpose of establishing for himself a nice
little home and garden, but now finds he is
being Penalised by the exorbitant charges
for excess water as a result of the Minis-
ter deciding to introduce this new rating
system to Western Australia.

This means that these people are now
paying excess water charges over and above
what they paid last year, with the Possi-
bility this year of their paying more again
in excess water rates, because they will
use the same quantity as they did last year;
and, in some cases, the people cannot get
the water for which they are paying. They
therefore look to me to obtain some re-
dress.

It is said that these people can conserve
water, and will save money by so doing;
but the great majority of them will use
much more water than they are allowed,
and they are going to pay 2s. 6d. per 1,000
gallons for excess water; and the average
family will find that it will pay more for
its water than it paid under the Labor
Government before this new system was
adopted.

Here Is the irony of it, and I said pre-
viously that it amounted to rubbing salt
into the wound. Under the old system of
rating, if a man paid £10 or £15 in water
rates that was a taxation deduction, but
I understand that under the new system
the amount paid for excess water is not
deductible from taxation. That is the pos-
ition faced by some people, including pen-
sioners. I have a pensioner living along-
side me; and because he has provided
himself with some facilities for his enjoy-
ment in his old age he now has to pay
through the nose for the water he uses
for the upkeep of his garden; and, further,
he is not allowed any deduction in his
taxation for that amount.

Although I regret having to raise this
matter, I am here to do a job on behalf of
the People I represent; and this evening I
attended a naturalisation ceremony for
new Australians at 10.30 p.m. although I
would have preferred to go home.

Mr. Graham: How did you get a Pair?
Mr. BRADY: It was fortunate that I did

attend because the member for Stirling,
who was delegated to represent the Federal
Minister, did not turn up, and I had to do
the honours on behalf of the State Gov-
ernment, the Commonwealth Government,
and the Opposition by welcoming the new
Australians to this country. Although. I
would have Preferred to go home, I did not
let the State, the Commonwealth, or the
Opposition down. In the morning the
Minister might call his officers together
and say to them, "Brady did a song and
dance in the House last night; what is
wrong?" I have made quotations from
letters that I have received from people
whomn I have never seen, and no doubt the
position is getting out of hand. Therefore,
I think I am entitled to complain loud and
long despite the fact that the Premier says
that I shout too much.

However, I will continue to shout when
I want something done for the people in
Koongamnia, in Bellevue. in Midvale, in
West Midland, in Bassendean, and in South
Guildford; and the only way I can get
things done for them is to speak up in this
House and let the Minister know how these
people feel about the excess water charges
and the lack of sewerage facilities. I
could go on quoting the replies I have re-
ceived from the Minister; but, instead, I
will deal with another matter.

I will get right to the point because I
know the Minister for Railways will be
disappointed if I do not raise some matters
in connection with his department. It
appears that, at the moment, the railways
are more or less following the same Pat-
tern as they have followed for the past two
or three years. The revenue and expendi-
ture is about the same this year as it
was last year. The Minister is looking
forward to the standard gauge railway
coming to fruition, and as a. member
representing a railway electorate, I too,
will look forward to that standard gauge
being laid, because it is going to do a
great deal for the unfortunate unem-
played;, and there is no doubt that there
are approximately 300 unemployed in my
electorate registered at the local Com-
monwealth employment service office.
Therefore, the construction of a standard
gauge railway line will mean a lot to those.
unfortunate people.

I would also point out that it will bring
relief in -some other directions. For the
past 12 months everything I have raised
with the Railways Department, the Main
Roads Department, and other Government
departments has been met with the same
reply; namely, "We cannot do anything
about this because it is all tied up with the
standard gauge railway." Therefore r
hope that now the standard gauge railway
decision has been made we will see smooth
working in our railway system, and that
some of the matters I have raised with the
departments will be dealt with.
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I am a little concerned over some of the
details of the railway system and I hope
the Minister will forgive me for raising
these points. I know he wants to encour-
age patrons to the railways and the car-
riage of freight on the railways, but I hope
he will find time to have a look at the
parking arrangements which have been
made at the Midland Junction, West Mid-
land, Guildford, and Bassendean railway
stations, because they are bad. Some
months ago, by way of deputation, I drew
the attention of the Commissioner of
Railways to the condition of these parking
areas, and I have no doubt he will attend
to these matters.

The Minister for Railways should know
that the Bassendean Shire Council is ex-
tremely pleased at what the Railways De-
partment is doing to brighten up the rail-
way station by the planting of gardens and
by general horticulture, and has passed a
resolution thanking the Minister and the
commissioner for what they have done i n
this respect on one side of the railway
station. However, the other side of the
station is making a mockery of the side!
that has been improved. It is unkempt, and
there is an unsightly advertising hoarding
erected there. The gravel area at the sta-
tion has never been bitumninised and the
parking arrangements are badly laid out.
Generally speaking, that half of the Bas-
sendean railway station is laughing at the
other.

I consider the Minister would be doing a
service for the railway patrons and the
railways themselves if he instructed the
commissioner or some of his departmental
officers to have a look at the parking facili-
ties at the various stations I have mention-
ed. It is evident that it will only be a
matter of a decade when a decision will
have to be made to put either the road
transport system under the control of the
railways or the railways under the control
of the road transport system. On looking
up the report of the Commissioner of
Railways and listening to the Minister for
Railways and the Premier in this Chamber,
it is evident that there is a great deal of
road transport being done by the railways.

Whilst I was rushing home this evening,
prior to attending the naturalisation cere-
money, I nearly got knocked off the road
by a huge vehicle which apparently had
travelled from Albany. I Presume it was
one of the railway buses which is used on
the Albany-Perth run. The metropoli-
tan area is already cluttered up with road
transport, and I am disappointed to see
the railways going in so extensively for
road transport.

We have established at Midland a well-
equipped railway workshop, yet we see the
Government continuing to import rolling-
stock from overseas; and also importing
new vehicles from other parts to build up
the road transport system; and it will

only be a matter of time before the rail-
ways will take over the road transport sys-
tem or the road transport system will take
over the railways. I regret to see that
trend developing. Ninety-nine per cent.
of the transport work could be done by the
railway men at Midland Junction, and
local coal could be used by the locomotives,
which would result in employment being
provided for local men, and the money
being turned over again and again within
the State.

I know the Government supports the
policy of boosting local enterprise and the
sale of local products. Here is an
Opportunity for the Minister to do a bit
more for the railways rather than to
build-up, continually, a road service. That
reminds me of two other matters.

Recently, there has been some doubt
about the advisability of running these
buses to Albany because of certain tyre
difficulties, which I mention only in
Passing. The Minister will know what I
mean by that. Some three months ago I
had my attention drawn to the fact that
certain road buses were having great diffi-
culties. The tyres were blowing out be-
cause second-hand tyres were being used.
I have been wondering whether the econ-
omics of road transport, in view of the case
I will mention tonight, are going to prove
a very difficult problem.

It appears to me that road transport is
going to be a more costly method of
transport than the railway transport sys-
tem. Apparently departmental officials
are looking around in all directions to re-
duce costs and one way they have dis-
covered to do that is to use second-hand
tyres on these road buses. The way to
bring about a first-class tragedy one of
these days is for one of these buses to run
off the road after a tyre has blown out;
it will possibly result in the death of some
of the passengers.

The railways pride themselves on the
fact that they have not lost one life dur-
ing the whole of its service in Western
Australia. Let us hope we can keep that
record intact with our road transport sys-
tern. However, I am beginning to think
that there are some undue risks being
taken with the railway road buses.

Mr. Court: Who is using the second-
hand tyres?

Mr. BRADlY: I understand that certain
buses on the south-west run are fitted with
second-hand tyres. In fact, the Minister
will recall that he answered a number of
questions I asked of him this session. I
do not want to go into any details, but I
warn the Minister that there is an element
of a big problem arising here. There is
an old saying: To be forewarned is to be
forearmed.

Mr. Court: Are you referring to second-
hand tyres or to retreaded tyres?
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Mr. B3RADY: I said second-hand tyres,
but the remarks I made apply to
retreaded tyres. The best life has gone
out of a tyre after it has done 40,000 or
50,000 miles, and retreading them with a
view to saving money is doubtful economy.
Most people have had unpleasant experi-
ences as a result of using retreaded tyres.
Only the other day I put four tyres into
one of the retreading firms to be recapped.
I drive my vehicle very carefully and I
get 30.000 miles out of a tyre which would
normally only give 20,000 miles. This
firm returned two of the tyres to me in-
forming me that they had a blemish, al-
though I could not detect it. If that can
occur with a private motorist, the same
could occur with vehicles run by the de-
partment. Therefore, I warn the Minister
that he should be extremely careful about
using retreaded tyres on the railway road
buses.

I understand that many people in the
country are using the road service pro-
vided by the railways. Whilst this may
be of some temporary advantage to the
people living in Narembeen or Goomalling,
in the long run it could be that the rail-
ways will pay highly for these services.

I regret that the Railways Department
has continued to lease land to timber
firms. By so doing it has turned the
homely town of Guildford into an indus-
trial area. Timber is being stacked along
the main street in Guildford as high as
15 ft. These stacks are unsightly, and
they are Placed right opposite the town
hall. The people residing in this area are
disgusted, and they have approached the
shire council to take steps to remove these
stacks. Because the Railways Department
Is receiving a Paltry amount of rental
from the company, it is allowing the prac-
tice to continue.

Mr. Court: The timber, has been there
for years.

Mr. BRADY: It has not. One of the
two areas has been used for this purpose
for nine or 10 years, but the other for
only four or five Years. I hesitate to tell
the story about how the second lease came
into being. I wanted a new rail bus stop to
be built on that land, and I approached
Mr. Brodie, the Chief Traffic Manager.
but he told me the department could not
cater for all the passengers for the exist-
ing service. The next thing I heard was
that the department had leased the land
to a timber company. I do not blame the
chief traffic manager, but T think an
ex-railway man had a finger in the pie.

The old-established townsite of Guild-
ford, probably the first in Western Auls-
tralia, is being turned into an industrial
area, merely because the department
wants to obtain a small amount of revenue
from the leasing of the land. I can under-
stand the department leasing one site but
not two.

This evening I went there to examine
the Position. The people living on one
side of the street have planted an avenue
of trees to block out the view of stacked
timber. The worst has not been told about
this matter. Right alongside the eastern
railway line there is a stack of timber
about 9 ft. high consisting of timber in
lengths of 14 to 20 ft., some of it being
7 in, to 8 in. in width, and 3 in. to
4 in. thick. The other evening I saw some
of the timber in this stack jutting out
3 ft. to 4 ft. towards the main railway
line. One of these days this stack of tim-
ber could shift and it would fall over the
railway line. There is a possibility of a
great tragedy occurring. I hope the Min-
ister will take note of what I am saying.

These stacks should not be higher than
4 ft. or 5 ft., when they are located along-
side a main railway line. This afternoon
I tried to take some Photographs of the
protruding timber, but unfortunately
somebody has removed it. However, I did
take photographs of stacks of timber 9 ft.
or 10 ft. high. I hope to produce these
to the Minister and to the commissioner
in due course.

The locomotive engine men are per-
turbed because of the poor lighting that
is provided on some signals. The lighting
consists of a three or four candle power
lamp in the majority of the signals. These
low-powered lamps have to compete with
bright electric lights of 60 to 100 candle
power for distances up to a mile along
some of the highways. The eyes of the
engine men are being affected in trying
to pick up the railway signals.

Along the Bassendean route are found
commercial advertising signs lit up brightly
in red, green, and yellow; other advertis-
ing signs are in red, green, and yellow;
and now the State Electricity Commission
is introducing a new type of bright light
along the main highways. The unfortun-
ate locomotive engine men are expected to
pick out the three or four candle power
signals which are also in red, green, and
yellow.

They want the Minister and the corn-
mnissioner to bring the signal lighting up
to date at the earliest possible time, so
that efficiency in the railways can be
maintained. In the Perth yard there are
several very efficient signals known as
searchlight signals, which are many times
the candle Power of the lamps used with
the majority of the signals. I would like
the Minister to examine that aspect.

Some of the employees of the Midland
Junction Railway Workshops have advised
me that the ablution system Provided is
very poor. There are insufficient hand-
basins installed. I understand further
that Showers are not Provided. I can think
of a dozen jobs in the workshops which
necessitate the operator taking a shower
afterwards. The employees who work in
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and out of stock trucks all day cannot be
expected to travel in public conveyances
when they knock off without first being
able to take a shower. Many of these
men work in stock trucks, in boilers, and
among diesel engines, and they require a
shower after they finish work.

I will now deal with the holiday and
other conditions of employment applicable
to railway workers. The conditions apply-
ing to them in this State are slipping badly.
According to a circular which railway men
in this State published recently, it is
claimed that the sick-leave conditions here
are not as good as those applicable to Vic-
toria and New South Wales. The details
are set out in the pamphlet.

They also say that the wages of railway
men in Victoria, South Australia, New
South Wales, and the Commonwealth Rail-
ways are much higher than the wages paid
in Western Australia. The pamphlet states
that in Victoria railway men receive £l.
more per week; in South Australia 15s.
more; in New South Wales from 2s. 6d.. to
15s. more according to whether the worker
is a junior or an adult; and in the Com-
monwealth Railways 10s. more after one
year's service, and a further l0s. more after
two years' service.

The pamphlet then goes on to deal with
annual and long-service leave. It points
out that Victoria, South Australia, New
South Wales, Queensland, and the Com-
monwealth provide much better conditions,
compared with the conditions in Western
Australia. If the Minister wants to ensure
efficiency in the railways he should adopt
a humanitarian approach. He holds a
major portfolio in this State which handles
the State's biggest asset, into which
£78,000,000 has been sunk. Of that amount
£26,000,000 has been written off, leaving
about £52,000,000 invested in the railways.

If the railway men in Western Australia
are not treated on the same basis as rail-
way men in the other States, I am afraid
the employees here will leave the railways
and enter Private employment or transfer
to the railways in the Eastern States. I
understand that representatives of the Vic-
torian railways came over here about two
Years ago to induce local railway men to
transfer to Victoria.

I am proud to have been a railway man
for many years, and some of my happiest
days were spent in the railways. Some of
the people with whom I worked are still
employed in the department. I often won-
der whether I did not make a mistake by
leaving the railways to enter another voca-
tion. During the regime of Sir James
Mitchell there was a retrenchment in the
department and I was temporarily out of
work. I had to take up other employment,
and I did not return to the railways sub-
sequently. The railway men in this State
are upset because the leave conditions are
worse than those of the other States. They
want their conditions to be improved.

I made a quick research recently into
these matters. I made an attempt to get
the latest issue of the Industrial Gazette.
These are printed only once every three
months. I found the June issue was not
available. It upsets the unions that this
gazette is not published on time. I ob-
tained the latest issue, because The West
Australian reported that the Arbitration
Court had recently dealt with the question
of holidays. It pointed out that prior to
January, 1961, the railway men had an
award known as Award No. 34/55.. That
would indicate that from 1955 to January,
1961, an industrial agreement existed. Then
in 1961 a new agreement was made with
very little imprcevement over the previous
one.

I telephoned one of the union secretaries
and asked whether he had been claiming
the extra holidays. He replied that extra
holidays had been claimed. if such a claim
has been made and the extra holidays are
being granted in the other States I cannot
understand why they have been refused in
this State.

The Minister stated the other evening
that the employees of the workshops who
were present in the gallery were being led
by a left-wing section of the workers. I
say this sincerely: I looked at the faces of
the hundreds of men who were present. I
could count among them many of my
closest friends, but I could not by any
stretch of the imagination say that any
one of them came within the category of a
lef t-winger. They are genuinely trying to
obtain the extra leave which railway men
in the Eastern States are receiving. They
have been trying to negotiate with the
Minister or the commissioner, but without
success.

I suppose these employees were aware
that when the five-day banking legislation
was being debated in this House the bank
officers came here in large numbers, to
create the impression that there was sup-
port for the legislation. If they were en-
titled to do that, I suppose the railway
men felt they were entitled to do the same.
I hope something will be done for them.

In recent weeks Ministers in this House
have referred to the millions of pounds that
will be spent on various projects in Western
Australia in the near future. I think it
is estimated that wkith regard to the rail-
way loss there is to be an improvement of
about £3,000,000 a year. That is a phe-
nomenal amount of money for any dep art-
muent to be saved.

in The West Australian of the 7th
November in the industrial section there
was depicted a modern diesel engine and
streamlined coaches travelling over the
new standard gauge railway. In the
article it was stated that 2,000 men would
be employed for six Years, and that
3,000,000 tons of iron ore would be carried
from Koolyanobbing to Kwinana. It was
also stated that £130,000,000 is going to be
invested because of the decision made by
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the industry to establish itself in Western
Australia. Therefore, is it any wonder that
railway men who hear of these debates In
Parliament and read such articles in the
Papers informing them of the millions to
be spent here and the millions there, should
realise that their conditions have not been
improved very much?

It must be remembered that that is all
they have to look forward to. The majority
of them plug away in the railways until
they are 6O or 65, when they obtain a
superannuation or other payment of £5 or
£6 a week. They are finished then, hav-
ing done their part for the State and the
ComnmonweTalth. Surely to goodness the
cost of an extra week's leave would not be
much for a State that is going to spend
£130,000,000 over and above the millions
which have been spent over the last 50
years. It is not an unreasonable approach.

Since the present Minister took office
about three years ago the number of per-
sonnel in the Railways Department has
been reduced by about 1,000, Therefore
the Minister is saving the wages of those
1,000 men. It is quite possible that the
railway men who have been seeking an
extra week's leave could be amongst those
who will be finished in the next 12 or 18
months.

The Minister should, in view of the
£-3,000,000 a year which will be saved when
the standard gauge railway is completed,
start to spend some money on improving
the conditions of these men and giving
them an extra week's leave. It must be
remembered also that the basic wage was
reduced recently, and consequently that
will be another source of saving to the
department. Therefore there are three
avenues and there are quite possibly more
where the railways will be saving money.
One way of giving the railway men some
incentive would be to improve their working
conditions.

One other union wrote to me-and this
is my last word-and I quote the letter
as follows:-

Dear Sir,
It was decided that we ask You to

bring up the matter of lack of
showers and washing facilities at
W.A.G.R. workshops. Facilities for
waashing are poor and showers are non-
existent.

Also the Branch requests that the
Government be asked to grant an in-
crease in the Superannuation Benefits.

I think I have covered the matters the
railway men have asked me to submit. I
would like to have spoken at length on
other matters, but I know several mem-
bers have to speak so I will conclude by
saying that I hope the Minister will see
his way clear to have a look at all the
points I have raised. They are all-impor-
tant to my electorate; they are all-
important to the railway men; and last,

but not least, they are all-important to the
Minister himself and his department, be-
cause the railway men are not going to
stop and work in tne Western Australian
Railways if they are able to obtain better
conditions in other States or with private
enterprise.

MUR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [12.5
am.]: Even though the hour is late I
would like to place before members one
or two matters which affect the electorate
I represent. The first one is in relation to
the Kent Street High School. Although
this would be one of the oldest metro-
politan high schools, it is lacking in
facilities. I would like to make a plea to
the Government to do something about
raising the standard there to that
which obtains in other schools.

I asked a question on the 2nd Novem-
ber as to whether the Minister was aware
of the fact that there have been a
considerable number of thefts of bicycles
from this school. As the Minister may be
aware, because of the terrain surrounding
the Kent Street High School, it is neces-
sary for the bicycles to be left down on
the street level. Not only because of the
terrain but because of the sandy nature
and the wilderness of the area which
surrounds the school, it is not convenient;
neither is the space available, apparently,
for the bicycles to be taken close to the
school.

This matter was brought to my notice
by the local policeman, who said it was
causing some concern that rarely a
week wvent by without a bicycle or two be-
ing stolen, and that if a bicycle was not
stolen at least some of the accessories
from the bicycles were taken. Therefore
it was felt that something should be done.

Ptrm the Minister I received an answer
to my question which indicated that al-
though several alternative arrangements
for parking have been considered, because
of the large number of machines involved
none has been found practicable. This is
the kind of attitude adopted by some
Government departments which disgusts
me: It is a little hard; we have to think
about it: and then the best we can do is
to say that having considered the matter
and having brought all the best brains to
bear, we cannot find a solution to protect
1,000 bicycles or to make them reasonably
secure.

Surely the Education Department, of all
departments, is not so lacking in mental
capacity that it is unable to find some
reasonable method of giving these children
some security for their bicycles. This is
one matter that can truly be looked at,
and I leave it there.

The other matter which I desire to raise
in regard to the high school is in con-
nection with sporting facilities, The
children pay £E. a year, which I know is
not a compulsory Payment. However, the
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children would be lacked upon as school-
boy scabs if they did not come good with
the payment to meet sporting commit-
menits.

Just what they get for the £1 a year,
I am not too certain. I suppose there
must be some material provided in some
quarters. However, in 'a school of 1,500
students, £1,500 would be collected. Some
of that money could be spent on improv-
ing the sporting facilities, which are prac-
tically non-existent. I asked the Minister
if he were aware that Quite a number of
children had to travel large distances,
some of them at a cost of 5s. or more, in
order to have a couple of hours' tennis on
their sport afternoon. The Minister
stated that he was aware of the fact and
that it was common practice.

It might be common practice for Kent
Street because it has been going on for
so long. Some have to travel as far as
Mends Street in South Perth to hired
courts; and to the Zoo, as well as
to Mcflallum Park at the eastern end of
the. Causeway, where there are no
facilities for changing. Quite a number
of girls attend the school and they have to
change behind the ti-tree hedge or play
in their school tunics, neither of which
Practices is desirable.

I asked on another occasion what was
the distribution of tennis courts amongst
the senior high schools and junior high
schools, and I was informed that the
John Curtin High School has the greatest
number of students, with 1,836; and then
I think the third or fourth on the list was
the Kent Street High School with 1,500.
The John Curtin High School has seven
tennis courts, and the Governor Stirling
has 12. They all have four or more, with
the exception of Forrest High School. But
Kent Street High School, with its 1,500
students, has not one tennis court.
Surely to goodness, with the money tat
has been available over the years, if only
from the sports fees paid by the children,'
which could have been subsidised by the
Government, some provision could have
been made for playing facilities, particu-
larly tennis courts.

The position is that the children have to
travel far, in addition to the ordinary
travelling, and that involves money apart
from school fees. It also takes a consider-
able time, and at many of the places there
are no facilities for changing. All in all,
the children are left completely on a limb
and no-one seems to care.

One of the former masters from the
Kent Street High School told me that
when he was there several years ago, on a
sporting afternoon he had to travel al-
together over 15 miles just to check up on
the children, Of course no proper super-
vision could be Provided, because when
the children were scattered over such a
wide area he could not be in all the
Places at the one time, Therefore be

could only pay snap visits to ensure that
there was no monkey or funny business
going on.

Those are two matters which I felt I
must bring to the notice of the Minister
despite the late hour. I certainly intend
to follow them up and press them for all
I am worth, because I cannot think of any
logical reason why this school should not
have the same facilities as are provided
and considered standard equipment when
new high schools, both senior and junior,
are being planned.

I mentioned once before, in regard to
water rates, that a large number of hos-
tile electors had come to me asking the
reason for the increased water rates. I
explained the position to them but it did
not make them any happier. I will not
dwell on the subject at present except
to endorse much of what the previous
speaker has said in regard to electors in
his district.

However, I did ask a question as to
whether some concessions could be made
to pensioners who wanted to have their
domestic water meters tested. I asked this
question quite soon after my entry into
the House and the Minister said it would
receive consideration and I would be noti-
fied as soon as the information came to
hand. The Minister was good enough to
carry out this promise, but unfortunately
the answer T received was that nothing
could be done.

Once again I suppose it Might have been
hard, and 'certain formalities would have
had to be followed before anything could
be done; so nothing was done, As a number
of my electors had to have their meters
tested I followed up my first question by
finding out how many people in the metro-
politan area had asked for a test during
the 12 months ended the 30th June last;
and I was informed that the number was
592. The charge for the test is 15s. per
meter. If a concession of 7s. 6d. were
made to pensioners, and if all the 592 tests
were for pensioners, half of the total sum
involved would only be £222, and surely
that would not break the Government!

Mr. Lewis: All of them were pensioners?

Mr. DAVIES: No; there were 592 alto-
gether. But I1 said that if that 592 had all
been pensioners the total amount lost would
have been only £222. This is some small
concession which could be made and would
not involve a great loss to the department.
All that would be required would be for
the pensioners to have some form of iden-
tification. I think the pensioner's card
is accepted readily on transport and at
theatres and sporting fixtures where con-
cessions are granted. In those cases the
production of a pensioner's card is con-
sidered to be sufficient identification. That
would be all that would be necessary, and
it would not be a great drag on the Water
Supply Department. As I say, if the 592
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had all been pensioners, the total cost in-
volved, allowing the 50 Per cent. conces-
sion, would have been only £222.

There is one other matter in regard to
my electorate which I feel I must bring
forward, and this concerns the Rivervale
crossing. The Great Eastern Highway, of
course, is one of the main roads in and out
of Perth, and probably it would carry as
much traffic as. if not more than. Albany
Highway. However, while on either side
of the crossing at Rivervale there is a four-
lane road, we have the ridiculous situa-
tion where the road narrows to a two lane
road to go over the crossing. I suppose
the average motorist could negotiate this
successfully at most times: but with the
increasing amount of traffic using the road,
not only at peak periods during the early
morning and late evening1 but also at
wveek-ends, when sporting fixtures are held
at Lathlain Park, the position becomes
very difficult. Because of this increasing
amount of traffic the crossing is becoming
a traffic hazard.

Within a distance of something like 100
yards of the crossing, six roads come on
to the Great Eastern Highway. There are
two on either side of the crossing and a
little further on there are two more. if
one is proceeding over the crossing and
one wants to turn right, because of the
oncoming traffic one has to wait with the
result that the traffic banks up behind one's
car. That might be all right under normal
circumstances; but in this instance the
traffic banks up right on to the railway
line itself; and why there has not been
an accident there before, I do not know.

I have seen the position where there has
been a mad scramble, with drivers trying
to untangle their cars when the road lights
have started to show at the crossing. The
position here will certainly not improve, be-
cause right at the crossing a motel is be-
ing built, and there is increased traffic
because of the Rivervale Hotel, which was
built some few years ago, but whose busi-
ness has been increasing. As a result,
there is a great deal of traffic in that area.

The obvious answer, of course-and this
is not an original suggestion-is to have
a tunnel underneath the line. I think
Professor Gordon Stephenson mentioned
something like that in his report, and pos-
sibly even before then sane mention was
made of it. Probably the member for
Middle Swan has brought the matter for-
ward previously. A tunnel under the
railway line, thus obviating the use of
a railway crossing, would be the obvious
answer. However, I know that the reply
would be that it would be far too expensive
and that it would interfere with future
plans.

I know that Plans have been made for
Rutland Avenue and Kitchener Avenue,
on each side of the railway line, to be
widened and made into main roads; and
I believe a tunnel would be a Kathleen
Mavourneen, from what I can find out.

The obvious thing is to put a tunnel under
the railway line; but, as I said, the answer
would be that it would be too costly and
would interfere with future plans, al-
though, in my view, the expense would be
well warranted if only one death were
prevented. It is a. wonder to me that a
major tragedy has not occurred at this
crossing before now.

Even though money may not be avail-
able to build a tunnel under the railway
line, something could be done about
making the crossing itself wider and
making it a four-lane crossing. If that
were done a good deal of the present
bottleneck would be overcome.

The member for Guildford-Midland
mentioned several railway matters during
the course of his speech and I do not
intend to dwell very long on them. How-
ever, there are one or two aspects I would
like to bring forward. one of these
matters does not concern my own elector-
ate, but I have been asked to bring it
forwvard in the Chamber; I refer to the
condition of the locomotive running sheds
at Narrogin. I believe the white ants quit
last week; and, as a result, the building is
about to fall down. Probably having lost
the white ants the department wvill have
to use props to prop it up; and it certainly
does net look as though it will last very
much longer.

The men there are working under
deplorable conditions, and have been for
some considerable time. From what they
are able to find out, there is no allocation
of loan funds for the construction of a
new building which is so urgently needed
down there. One good blow, from what I
understand of the position, and the whole
shed could go over; and then, of course.
something would have to be done. But
I hope it will be done before then.

The member for Guildford-Midland also
mentioned the need for increased parking
facilities at suburban stations. No doubt
there is already a need for these facilities
at some stations; but something that I
believe the Minister could foster is to pro-
vide for feeder bus services to the railway
lines. If the department could bring
passengers from outlying districts to the
railway stations and co-ordinate road and
bus services, there would be a great
potential for providing more passengers
for the suburban service.

There are many people who say that
the suburban railway service should be
discontinued. But I think it would be a
most foolish thing to do, because overseas
countries are relying on their suburban
rail services more and more for shifting
their population. I found that in my own
travel overseas. Many people did not
take their cars to the city when going to
work, and they did not take the buses
because of the congestion on the roads.
As a result, properties near railway lines,
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in several places, were booming in value
because of the easy access provided by the
railways. So there, I think, is something
that could be fostered. It would give the
suburban railway services a shot in the
arm, and it is something that that service
can really do with.

The matter of three weeks' leave was
mentioned by the previous speaker. it
is not my intention to go over the matter
again, because I think he put the facts
clearly before members. But I must add
my protest to his about the fact that the
whole blame for the demonstrations and
the agitations seems to have been laid at
the feet of one or two militant persons.
It would be very strange, of course, if in
a workshop of something like 2,000 persons
we did not find one or two militants.
Surely the Minister cannot suggest that
those one or two militants could lead the
other 2,0001 Surely the Australian idea
of fair play and commonsense has not
reached the stage where. these men can be
led like sheep!

It, was a genuine demonstration. The
men felt that if the bank officers could
come up here in force and be considered
respectable, surely they were entitled to
come up here, make a display, and let the
Government know what their attitude was
and what their feelings were about three
weeks' leave.

Mr. Lewis: Surely you are not suggest-
ing that the bank officers' demonstration
resulted in the granting of the five-day
week!F

Mr. DAVIES: No.
Mr'. Graham: It was a help.

Mr. DAVIES: The bank officers certainly
came up here to demonstrate, and I am
sure they would have intimidated any
person who felt a bit obliged to get up and
take a contrary view on the legislation
being discussed.

Mr. Lewis: You do not realty think that
they would have intimidated us?

Mr. DAVIES: They would not have inti-
midated me, but I am sure they must have
intimidated any who might have felt that
it was not a foregone conclusion.

Mr, Guthrie: But it was a foregone con-
clusion.

Mr. DAVIES: As regards the men who
came up here over the three w~eks' an-
nual leave, they thought they were demon-
strating their solidarity the same as the
bank officers. White-collar workers always
like to be respectable, as I found out when
dealing with members of the union with
which I was employed. However, I think
that something could be done to give con-
sideration to the railwaymen's claims.

I remember when this Government was
delivering its policy speech before the last
election. Its members said that they

would always be prepared-I just forget
the exact words--to negotiate and have
talks with the unions to consider their in-
dustrial conditions. If the word was not
"negotiate," that is what it meant. The
Government would call the unions in and
have round-table discussions. But I know
of no occasion when this Government has
invited the unions along to discuss indus-
trial conditions.

On the contrary, we have difficulty, at
times, in getting to see members of the
Government There may have been some
occasion of which I am not aware when
members of the Government have seen
the unions; but I know that at various
times we have Put UP certain matters and
we have been told-and I am referring
now particularly to the Minister for Rail-
ways--that what we were putting forward
were administrative matters, and he did
not want to interfere. The Minister went
on to say that if we could not get satis-
faction he would see us-; but he always
gave us the impression that he did not
want to talk about industrial matters.

Mr. Court: You have to preserve some
chain of command in the railways; other-
wise you would completely exclude the
commissioner.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister wants a
chain of command, but I was just instanc-
ing the Government's election promise
that it would negotiate talks with the
unions for the betterment of industrial
conditions. I also said that I know of no
occasion when the Government has initi-
ated one talk on industrial matters.

The position with the railways is more
hopeful with the promise of the standard
gauge; but with the standard gauge, as
everyone realises, will come a host of prob-
lems. One problem that is already with
us is the matter of delays in transfers. on
another occasion I was able to bring this
matter forward and the Minister was good
enough to make inquiries. The answer was
that delays do occur and that was regret-
table, and it was not a matter of "putting
on more staff." That was the expression
I used, and it was taken quite literally.
The answer was that it was not a matter
of just putting on more staff but there
were many problems associated with the
filling of vacant positions. Of course, I
thought that the matter had been brought
to the department's notice; and as it had
also been brought to the department's
notice by the unions concerned I felt that
something would be done.

That was in September, and since then
I have seen no evidence of any action being
taken. On the contrary, this is another
one of those occasions when they say,
"Things are crook and they will probably
get worse; but what can we do about it?
Just move aside on the wailing wall and
we will have a small session together on
our troubles." But this is quite a serious
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business with the members of the Rail-
way Officers' Union, and I would like to
instance just one particular delay in trans-
f er.

A member of the wages staff has been
acting in a salaried position as night S.M.,
Pingelly, since the 25th January, 1961. Of
course, he is getting the higher capacity
rate for acting in a higher position; but,
in addition, since that time he has
been paid £9 8s. 66. a week expenses.
Members can work the cost out for them-
selves; but if there is any economy in such
an arrangement, I fail to see it. Admittedly
he is getting paid the higher rate plus
expenses over this long period, but the
department says that it is a bit tough to
fill the position because no-one applied for
the job and it cannot do very much about it.

Surely in something like nine and a
half months some action could have been
taken to fill the vacancy! These delays in
transfers Place an undue hardship on the
employees concerned. They have their
homes and their furniture half packed
ready and waiting to go. They leave
enough out to operate on for the time
being, and they might stay in that half-
unpacked state for something like 12
months. There is also the psychological
aspect. The station-master, or person con-
cerned, has probably joined in the various
activities around the town in which he has
lived; and when the people hear he Is
going they put on a small function to
farewell him; and everybody says, "Good-
bye and good luck". Twelve months later,
however, he is still there, having probably,
in the meantime, farewelled half the town
himself. This becomes an embarrassment
to him; and people wonder just how the
railways work when they appoint a man to
a position and leave him in his old position
for 12 months. That is not good for the
staff or the railways.

Another complaint is that the vacant
posts cannot be filled because there are
no officers qualified. Here again the classi-
fication board which grants the award
does make a concession to officers who
Pass certain examinations within the
necessary time. The department does not
follow it up. The best it can do to help
these people to qualify is to say, "We will
sack you if you don't pass the tests". That
is a typical Government attitude.

Mr. Graham: This Government's.
Mr. Court: It has been the practice for

30 years.
Mr. DAVIES: This does not overcome

any shortage in staff, because the men are
doing a job which is necessary and they
are not less able to do it because they have
not got certain qualifications. It may be a
straight-out booking clerk's job or some
job that does not need qualifications.
Even if they are qualified and are taken,
say, from A and put into B who is going to
fill the situation at A? So the excuse of
lack of qualifications is not a very good
one.

Another excuse is that the department
cannot fill the vacancies in the country
because the men will not go to the country,
The natural psychological approach of not
wanting to go to the country is due in many
oases to the fact that they do not get any-
thing extra for going to the country. Rather
are they put to considerably greater ex-
pense. They may have to go on shift
work which there is a natural reluctance
to accept. But that is not always the case.

We find that when they go to the country
they have to live in substandard accom-
modation, if accommodation is provided
for them at all. Here again the depart-
ment does very little, if anything, to im-
prove the amenities for these people, par-
ticularly in outlying places like Leonora.
I do not blame anybody for not wanting
to work there. No accommodation is pro-
vided, and when they get there there is
nothing for them to do. No encourage-
ment is given to them at all to take up
residence in those places.

That is all part of the job. They expect
to go around the country, but the depart-
ment should make certain that some kind
of amenity is provided for them. Another
excuse is that transfers are not made be-
cause it is necessary to clear long-service
leave. It is obvious, however, that the de-
partmenit has not the staff to clear long-
service leave at present, and it is banking
up. Every week that goes by a man's leave
accumulates, Of the 25 officers in the
transport section of the chief traffic
manager's office there are no fewer than 20
with long-service leave overdue. Some of
the leave is five years or more overdue.
Under the present roster up to June, 1962,
provision is made for one officer to clear
long-service leave, and that will be subject
to transfers being effected and to his being
able to go at the convenience of the de-
partment.

As I said, from June, 1963, some of
these people will have a second term of
long-service leave due. It is an award
condition granted by the court. The men
want their leave, but there is no prospect
up to June, 1962, of 20 officers getting it.
It is practically the same thing with annual
leave. Because transfers are not taking
place the men stick in the one job, and
they do not know what their future move-
ments might be. They cannot get rosters
although the award provides for rosters to
be posted by the 30th September each
year. They do not know when they are
going; aft, as a consequence, it becomes
a lottery as to when anybody will get his
leave, particularly the country officers.

Another factor that is costing the de-
partment money is the use it makes of
adjusting officers. Since the 40-hour week,
it has been necessary for men who are
called adjusting officers to be appointed to
relieve on different jobs each day and so
cut everyone's hours of work down to 40
per week by taking off four hours here
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and eight hours there, and so on. That
is their job, and what they are supposed
to do.

Some of the figures I saw, particularly
those in the case of the Tammin
adjusting officer, leave much to be desired.
The Tammin adjusting officer relieved the
station-master for seven months without
a break. This means that during that time
all the officers and the adjusting officers
were being paid overtime rates for their
four, eight, or 16 hours, as the case
might have been. So here again I fail to
see where economies are being effected.
This does not happen only at Tainmin, but
also at Merredin. Kalgoorlie and other
places.

In the case of sickness we find that jobs
are not filled and that sometimes there
are not enough staff to relieve in the case
of unexpected illness. In the past a
reasonable number of staff were appointed,
but we find in these days. with this trend
for economy, that whilst this is happening
the staff position is deteriorating, and
before long we will be in a nice old mess.

I do not know the answer myself, but I
do suggest we need some more staff in
the future. Now is the time for a recruit-
ing campaign. Now is the time to appoint
junior clerks who, after a period of train-
ing, can be given advanced capacity work
without their costing any more money.
It would give them experience, and in a
reasonably short time it would help over-
come the position in which we find our-
selves. It has been suggested that the
railways should appoint a master of junior
clerks just ais a master of apprentices is
appointed at the Midland Junction Work-
shops. He could take the junior clerks
around and help them gain the necessary
experience. By this means they would
develop into much better trained officers
in a shorter period and would help over-
come the position in which we find our-
selves.

Failing that, we get back to the only
other solution which appears to be to run
some sort of "pressure cooker" school
such as the department ran after the war
when the staff position was acute. At
that time men from the services were em-
ployed if they had a reasonable educa-
tional standard. They were paid a normal
sixth-class wage for a period of six weeks
or more and put through the necessary
examination of station accounting and
staff work in the Railway Institute. They
were on full time and were pushed out at
the end of six weeks as theoretically proven
station-officers. After a short amount of
practical experience they turned out to be
crackerjack officers. If this solution were
followed the sickness position could be
relieved and men could clear long-service
leave and annual leave.

Mr. Court: In spite of the tale of
gloom You tell, the railways have never
done better over the last 25 years than
they are doing today. We must give Mr.
Wayne credit for what he is doing.

Mr. Graham: Since we have got rid of
the three commissioners.

Mr. Court: We keep politics out of the
railways.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister said the posi-
tion was acute and there was no solution,
and I thought it reasonable to give him my
views.

Mr. Court: The commissioner is not sit-
ting idly by. He is doing a tremendous job.

Mr. DAVIES: But the fact is that no
leave has been cleared. No time has been
taken off the period it takes for a trans-
fer to be effected; and the position is
getting more acute as time goes on.

Mr. Court: That is not new. Many of
them are engaged within the service for
reasons you gave earlier yourself.

Mr. DAVIES: We have brought this be-
fore the notice of Mr. Wayne, but there is
no improvement in the position.

Mr. Court: You are not denying that
the railways are showing a better result
today that they have for the past 25 years.

Mr. Tonkin: What has that to do with
it?

Mr. DAVIES: There must be something
wrong if, in one office, there are 20 men
out of 25 with long-service leave outstand-
ing. There must be large amounts out-
standing against the railways. I know
that over many years we have been able
to cut costs by the operation of diesel
locomotives and by various other factors.
I have great respect for Mr. Wayne and his
ability, and I am sure he would be the
first to agree that he is not responsible
for all these things. In fact, they have
been planned for quite a long time.

Mr. Court: Most of the main efficiency
improvements over the last two and a halt
years have been the result of Mr. Wayne's
personal approach.

Mr. DAVIES: There was an interjection
earlier about getting rid of the three com-
missioners, who used to do a considerable
amount of fighting.

Mr. Graham: They were put there by
a Liberal Government.

Mr. DAVIES: I am not insensible to Mr.
Wayne's ability.

Mr. Court: I just want to put the record
straight. From what you said one would
think he had not done one decent thing.

Mr. DAVIES: There is a greater ac-
cumulation of leave than there has been
for a long time. It is taking longer to
transfer men from A to B, and the staff
is getting unhappy about it. I do not
know whether the Minister has much
contact with the staff, but Mr. Wayne's
ability is not questioned.

There is another matter I would like to
mention. It is one that has been before
me for quite a long time, and I mention it
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in the hope that those who read Hansard hire Purchase should be under Common-
will become aware of some of the practices
that are going on in the hire-purchase
field. Hire purchase these days has be-
come fairly vicious. The battling between
firms to get a customer to sign on the
dotted line is becoming more and more
vicious; and I regret to say that from some
of the complaints brought to me there
does not appear to be any honour amongst
some of the hire-purchase companies as
regards the explanations they will give in
order to get a Person to sign on the dotted
line.

Let me say at the outset I am not op-
Posed to hire purchase. I believe it is
very necessary to our economy and to our
way of life. However, I am opposed to
many facets of hire purchase-opposed to
many of the ways in which it is handled.
If it is wisely used it can be a very great
asset to the community. I have used it
myself on various occasions, and probably
will do so again in the future. But, as
I said before, some of the practices used
concern me more than a little.

Mr. Hawke: Some of the firms have
developed the killer instinct.

Mr. DAVIES: Indeed they have. I
could not agree more.

Mr. Rowberry: What, at this hour of
the morning?

Mr. DAVIES: We cannot be expected
to legislate to protect every person from
himself. If people want to over-indulge
in hire purchase, and cannot budget for
the amount they have to pay, I do not
know that there is very much we can do
about it. However, I think wve could take
some action to restrict the ease with which
credit becomes available to anyone who
likes to sign on the dotted line. I think
that is something the Government could
protest about; and it could try to bring
down some amendments to the Hire-Pur-
chase Act. I realise there is no chance of
that being done this session, but I think
consideration should be given to it.

I1 have read the 1959 legislation, aind it
is obvious an attempt was made at that
time to place some limited control over
hire-purchase companies. It was a pretty
weak approach, but I think the intention
was to make the provisions of the Act
more restrictive if this was considered
necessary at a later date. As far as I
can see, the only Protection given was to
allow a purchaser certain rights in regard
to repossession of goods; and to allow a
purchaser the right to insure with what-
ever insurance company he wanted to. It
also set out the form of the agreement,
and what should be on it. It gave some
protection; but I think the time has come
for that legislation to be reviewed.

H-ire purchase represents a huge busi-
ness. The committee on constitutional re-
view, which brought down its findings early
this year, or late last year, suggested that

wealth control. I suppose that is the ulti-
mate answer; but what will be done in
that regard as far as amending the Con-
stitution is concerned is anybody's guess;
and no-one will know the answer until
after the 9th December.

There is no doubt that hire Purchase
is here to stay. I think the report of the
Constitutional Review Committee showed
that £89,000,000 was outstanding at the
end of the financial year ended the 30th
June, 1953; and this figure rose to over
£354,000,000 for the financial year ended
the 30th June, 1959. That is a terrific in-
crease. Of course there is not the slur
attached to hire purchase today that there
used to be in days gone by. At one time,
people looked down their noses at time
payment, but today it seems that one's
social standing is measured by one's credit
rating. It seems that the more one is
in debt the more one is admired. That
is Quite the reverse of the position that
obtained when I was younger.

I believe that after the 1959 legislation
was brought down one particular company
set out to see how it could get around that
legislation. I have heard of one credit
officer who was so sick in the stomach
with the machinations that went on in
an attempt to dodge the legislation that
he finally left that fim and went to an-
other, which at least tried to stick to the
rules of ethics.

My real purpose in bringing this matter
up is to issue a word of warning to people
so they will be careful as to the type of
agreement they sign. There is a mad rush
-aL rat race-to get electrical goods sold;
and the emphasis seems to be shifting from
TV. Probably this summer the selling camn-
paign will be in regard to refrigerators or
air-conditioning units. I noticed in last
night's paper a double-page spread on air
conditioning; so it looks as though we will
have air conditioning forced on us as some-
thing we cannot live without during the
coming summer. No doubt there will be
many applications for credit, as many
people will fall for these advertisements.

Many small businesses operate in a legal
way and get their credit through some of
the larger companies. I have no objection
to those companies; but one complaint was
brought to me from a woman who thought
she had hired a television set. She signed
a credit application and thought she had
hired this set for nine months. Some weeks
later this woman found out she had not
hired the set. Then she was under
the impression that she bad signed a hire-
purchase agreement, so she brought it to
me to see if it were a legal hive-purchase
agreement. I looked at it, and it was not.
It was an application for credit.

This woman thought she was covered by
the protection provided under the Hire-
Purchase Act, but in fact she had borrowed
£300 from the company, and she had no
rights with regard to the return of the
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goods. If she failed to keep up her pay-
ments, the company would take her to
court and sue her for the balance of the
money. For domestic reasons she wanted
to send the goods back, but initially the
company said she could not do that as she
had not signed a hire-purchase agreement.

it looked exactly the same as a hire-
purchase agreement, and anybody could
have been forgiven for believing it was
one. The only way it differed was in its
small type. I understand that under the
Act 10-point Times type is required; and
the type on this agreement was smaller
than that. This agreement asks the same
questions such as address, occupation, par-
ticulars of residence, current hire-purchase
agreements, references and the usual
things that go with hire purchase. The
only difference is that when one signs an
agreement of this kind, the goods belong
to the customer; and its effect is binding
after the expiration of 14 days. The firm
does not repossess the goods; it merely sues
for the balanice if one cannot keep up the
payments.

However, in the case to which I have
referred, after giving some consideration
to the matter, the company decided out of
the generosity of its heart to take the set
back; but the set has to be paid for at the
company's valuation.

Mr. Lewis: What is the name of the
firm?

Mr. DAVIES: Is it ethical to disclose it?
Mr. Lewis: Yes.
Mr. DAVIES: The credit application I

have here was given out by the firm of
Ron Shaw Proprietary Ltd. The circum-
stances in this case are that the woman
thought she was hiring a, TV set. Then
she thought she was buying it, but later
she found she had only got a loan of £300.
The cost of the set was £183 15s. and the
antenna £17 10s., which made a total of
£201 5s., less a deposit of £4, which left
£197 5s. Added to this were charges of
£103 for five years, bringing the total to
£E300 5s. for a set valued at £183 15S.

This woman had paid £10 l8s. when she
became involved ins domestic difficulties,
and this left a total of £289 7s. to be paid.
mhe rebate on interest was £93 4s., leaving
£196 3s. The resale value of the set was
£134 17s,, which left £61 6s. which she had
to pay. This amount added to the £10 l8s.
that she had paid made a total of £76 4s.
for her to pay for having had this TV set
16 weeks. The set has now gone back to
the firm, but this woman still has to pay
£76 4s. in all. For this money she obtained
nothing except the privilege of having had
the set for 16 weeks.

This is the type of thing that needs to be
brought to the attention of the public. One
can only blame the people concerned, be-
cause they are told to read these applica-
tions to see if they are in order. It it is a
proper hire-purchase agreement they have
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some Protection under law; but these credit
applications look like hire-purchase agree-
ments. However, not all men and women
read what they sign, and they think they
are fully protected by the terms of the
Hire-Purchase Act.

I hope those who read Hansard will be
made aware of the necessity to read what
they are signing because of the nature of
the hire-purchase business at the present
time. If they do this they will be able to
make certain that they are signing a hire-
purchase agreement which is in accordance
with the 1959 Act.

I do not know whether these credit ap-
plications are legal, because I have not
yet obtained a legal opinion. In addition,
I do not know whether they are breaking
the Mon ey Lende rs Ac t so f ar as a flat rate
of 11 Per cent. interest is concerned. Pos-
sibly on some future occasion we can take
some action to tighten up this kind of
trade that is going on, and so protect people
from themselves.

IVR. JVAMIESON (Beeloo) r1.0 am.]:
There are a f ew items I wish to discuss
before the close of this session. One con-
cerns recent decision of the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office to increase
premiums on vehicle insurance. Earlier in
the sitting I asked the question whether
there had been any break-up on the part
of the 5.0.1.0. profit and loss account as
it applied to policy holders in the group
of persons under 24 years of age, and of
policy holders who buy vehicles on hire
purchase. It would appear that no such
break-up has ever been taken. Therefore
my assumption is there has been a direc-
tion somewhere along the line that the
State Government insurance Office would
have to fit in with the normal procedure
and the normal requirements of other in-
surance companies that are dealing with
comprehensive motor vehicle insurance.

It seems very strange that the State
Government Insurance Office is still in-
creasing its reserves each year. The last
financial year it showed an increase of
£49,763. The figure for the previous finan-
cial year was £104,019. The fluctuation
over the years 1956 and 1957 indicates that
that is not an unusual trend: and the trend
would be reflected in the changes in
Premium rates and other matters.

I feel that the State Government In-
surance Office should provide insurance to
people as cheaply as possible. The most
logical way of improving the situation with
regard to accidents is not to penalise as a
group those persons who are subject to
the £10 payment for repairs, but rather
to subject them to a more severe penalty
once an accident has occurred.

The Minister could give me only a rough
break-up on the average claim costs. It
showed that with regard to the 24-year-old
policy holders the average claimn cost was
£51; for those over 24, the average claim
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cost was £33; and the average bf all claims
was £37. For the life of mec I cannot see
the difference between applying a penalty
of £10 in damage cases against a person
who is securing a vehicle on hire purchase,
and applying it to a person who may be
securing a vehicle on a bank loan. They are
both policy holders, but the latter person
receives a benefit in the policy that a person
securing a vehicle on hire purchase does
not.

I do not think we should be associated
with a move on the part of the State
Government Insurance Office to be par-
tisan in any matter such as this. It would
appear to mue to be bad policy. It would
seem to be necessary to increase bonuises
rather than to decrease them to encourage
people not to have an accident. It is a
world-wide problem, and I do not think it
will be easy to get over.

I feel that the State Government Insur-
ance Office has gone into this matter with
its eyes closed and without first assessing
losses concerning these groups which it is
penalising, compared with the overall
group. If there was justification for an
increase in the overall group, it might have
been desirable for that to be applied, but
at this juncture there is no indication that
there has been any attempt to examine
thoroughly the decision which was taken.

A considerable amount is set aside in
the Loan Estimates for the Forests Depart-
ment. As I understand it, the Forests
Department is responsible for the protec-
tion of native flora. Very little has been
spent by any Government for this purpose
in years gone by. It is high time that pro-
vision was made in the Estimates for the
employment of a hybridist so that various
flora, in this State may be hybridised and
improved in order that they may be used
more than they are today in various forms
of shrubberies for domestic purposes.

It is only about 150 years ago that the
first roses were hybridised, and we know
what a variety there is in this day and age.
If bybidisation became a. specialised
branch of Forests Department activity I
feel sure that before many years the de-
partment would be able to bring forth some
very distinctive varieties which would be a
great advantage to this country and to this
State. At the present time there is nothing
done about this matter.

We cannot stop progress, of course, but
it is a great pity that various areas of
wildflower land in this State are being
turned over to farming communities.
Unless there is some concentrated effort
on the part of the department for the pre-
servation of flora we will be unable to
maintain the varieties which are in exist-
ence and a loss will be suffered for all time.
We are somewhat renowned for our wild-
flowers in this State. If tourism means
anything to us then it is desirable that we
should spend a few pounds on this project.

At the Hamnel nursery there is a good
deal of research into the propagation of
trees. but little or nothing is done
to try to create various plants which would
be successful under hybridised conditions
to fit in with nursery requirements. I
suggest that when, from time to time, the
various departments study the ideas put
forward by members of Parliament, some
action might be taken by those responsible
to see that something is done with regard
to them-in this case, with regard to the
appointment of a hybridist.

I refer now to the railway workers'
claim for an extra week's leave. This
matter has been pressed in this House. If
the pamphlet produced by the railway
workers is correct-and it would appear
that it is-then these workers have a defi-
nite complaint. The Minister should give
more consideration to the representations
being made to him than he has done in
the past. The Minister has indicated to
the Press that he considers the noisy left-
wing minority in the workshops is causing
this move to be made. I have made a
close study of the Minister over the years;
and I say that had he taken up the call-
ing of leader of a trade union instead of
the position he now holds he would out-
Mealy the late Jim Mealy in advocating
that certain things should be done.

There is nothing wrong with persons
who are prepared to stand up for their
rights, so long as they are prepared to
obey the laws of the land. That is the
fundamental difference between commu-
nistic ideals and the ideals of the so-called
left-wing workers. If they obey the laws
of the land then I think the Minister is
justified in accepting the fact that they
are keen enough to fight for their rights
and for a cause which they consider is
just,

on this occasion they are fighting for
three weeks' leave. Statistics in the pam-
phlet show that, taking a 45-year period,
these workers are in a very poor position.
It is interesting to compare the percent-
ages in the leave list. Over a period of 45
years the railway worker in Victoria re-
ceives 1891 weeks' leave. Tasmania is on
a par with Victoria. Other States vary
down to Western Australia, which is the
lowest of all, with only 155 weeks' leave.
it the Minister wishes to ensure that the
Railways Department will improve, he
shotuld improve the working conditions; and
leave is part and parcel of the working con-
ditions. He should not be deluded into
thinking that Mr. Wayne is such a won-
derful man.

Mr. Wayne has done a good job. The
Minister has frequently told us here, and
in the Press, that the main reason the
railways are doing so well is that they are
further away from political control than
they have ever been. I would like to show
the lie to the Minister. Never before have
the railways been obliged to open certain
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lines under pressure by the Government,
or had to receive payment from the Trleas-
ury to cover their deficit for such lines.
If that is not political control, I do not
know what is.

Mr. Brand: Plenty of lines were re-
ceiving subsidies from the Treasury
previously, and still are. At least we
know where we stand in that arrangement.

Mr. JAMIESON: They are paid by the
Treasury, and therefore they do not ap-
pear as a deficit in the railway accounts;
but as far as the State is concerned they
are a deficit, and that is a direct interfer-
ence with the organisation of the railways.

If the Minister is going to plead that
the only way the railways can be run effi-
ciently is to keep them away from a politi-
cal level, let him show, by the handling
of the railways, that this is his intention,
and not Pay lip service to it.

Mr. Brand: That is aL matter of Gov-
ernment policy.

Mr. JAMIESON: There is another small
matter I wish to raise. It concerns the
Minister for Water Supplies who, unfortu-
nately. is not in the Chamber. We have
heard many complaints about water sup-
plies this year, and many problems have
arisen in respect to water presure. Each
day that passes more and more groups of
houses enter the picture as a result of
their being affected by an inadequate water
supply. In the Cloverdale district where,
unfortunately, I am a resident, I find that
little more than a trickle of water is ob-
tainable when the weather becomes as
warm as it is at present. This has occurred
repeatedly over the years.

It has been temporarily rectified on each
occasion I have complained; but as each
Christmas comes around, the problem
again arises, The only way to solve it is
by some corrective process; and this the
department is loth to undertake. But I
feel it should take this action. The people
in the Cloverdale district live in modern
homes, many of which have toilet facili-
ties within the house, and it is most un-
pleasant when the water supply becomes
insufficient to enable these toilet facilities
to be used properly. When we have that
experience early in the summer, it does
not augur well for us later in the summer.

if the Minister will look into this matter
with a view to having these problems
solved, he will put everybody in a much
happier frame of mind. In the way water
rates are now being adjusted the impres-
sion is created that people are paying less
for their water when, in fact, they are
paying more; and when the day of reckon-
ing comes around-that is, when the ac-
counts for excess water are issued about
February. March, or April of next year-
there are going to be many indignant
ratepayers throughout the metropolitan
area.

That is all I wish to say. There is little
point in saying anything more at this
stage of the proceedings of the House, but
in justification of the complaints that
have been made by the Beeloo constitu-
ents, I conisider I have been justijfied iii
operating in this way this evening. It is
hoped that although very little notice has
been taken at present of what I have said
in the House tonight, some departmental
officials will be able to obtain some in-
formation in regard to these complaints
and do something about them in the Im-
mediate future.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [1.19
am.]: First of all, I ask the Premier
whether it is his intention that we are
to be given the opportunity to discuss
order of the day No. 12 on the notice
paper.

Mr. Brand: No.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is true the Premier
answered me in the negative during a dis-
cussion I had previously with him. I
sought from him final confirmation of the
statement he made to me earlier, which
I have now received. I venture to suggest
that this is a gross discourtesy to the
Legislative Council.

This is not a matter of private members'
business being initiated-which sometimes
receives scant consideration-but it is a
resolution from the Legislative Council,
which was carried without one dissentient
voice in that Chamber. We have been
asked to concur in its decision. Therefore,
I think we should be given an opportunity
to debate the resolution.

I deplore the fact that the Government
has made no move, notwithstanding it has
been aware for a, period of at least two
months that this motion was to be moved
in Parliament, and that It was the wish of
the Joint House Committee that steps
should be taken to protect the status of
the Parliament House site.

Mr. Brand: I wvas not aware any move
was to be made.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perphaps the Premier
was not aware of it, but the Minister for
Town Planning was aware of it, and he is
the responsible Minister. Every week that
Passes with the absence of some protective
legislation makes it possible for additional
buildings of considerable height to be built
in close proximity to Parliament House.

Mr. Brand: Why don't the existing
powers exercise Some Control to disallow
it")

Mr. GRAHAM: I am glad the Premier
said that, because I never heard so much
bosh in connection %Yith1 that.

Mr. Brand: There is no bosh in con-
nection with it.
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Mr. GRAHAM: The position is that the
by-law which was disallowed was gazetted
on the 10th October, 1961. It was dis-
allowed on the 1st November, 1961. In
other words, the by-law had effect for a
period of only three weeks; and this Gov-
ernment, Particularly the Minister for
Town Planning, is endeavouring to make
us believe-and, indeed, the world believe
-that there has been some sort of re-
straining influence and some sort of
control exercised over the years which has
suddenly been rent asunder by an irre-
sponsible body. In fact, The West Auts-
tralian, in a leading article, referred to
what it termed the irresponsible action of
the Legislative Council. So whatever the
forces were, and whatever legislation was
enacted, the Position has been held for
years; and, prior to the 10th October, 1961,
the same position still obtained.

Mr. Brand: Wasn't that all attempt to
bring about some control of the area?

Mr. GRAHAM: That is true; but it has
no relationship to the overall situation.

Mr. Brand: Yes it has. It had to do
with control over the same area you are
talking about.

Mr. GRAHAM: Members will recall that
there was a proposal for a block of flats
of about 12 storeys high to be erected in
Mounts Bay Road on the city side of
Jacob's Ladder. Authority was exercised-
apparently at the command of the Perth
City Council-by the Minister and that
work did not proceed. Some of the
damage has been done by the enormous
structure that blocks the view from Parlia-
ment House in the direction of the Narrows
Bridge. Another building 120 ft. high is
in the course of being erected in Bellevue
Terrace. That building will tower approxi-
mately 100 ft. higher than the building
which is nearing completion in Mount
Street at present. So the damage is
already being done. Rlome is burning as
it were, whilst this Government fiddles,
and the Minister for Town Planning has
decided to sulk in connection with this
matter.

Legislation for introduction to this
Parliament should have been prepared
weeks ago; and I would say it would have
received the unanimous commendation of
members in both Houses. But now, per-
haps for all time, the outlook from Parlia-
ment House is to be spoilt because of the
pique of a small man occupying a big
position. I am referring to the Minister
for Town Planning.

This has come about because there were
three persons in Beaufort Street who
appealed to the Perth City Council for re-
classification of their properties. The
appeal was lodged with the Perth City
Council, which allowed it by, 14 votes to
three in favour of the appellants who
were, in turn, overridden by the Minister

for Town Planning. Then down comes
by-law 65! The only action that could be
taken to give these three parties their
just dues, was to disallow the by-law
which, unfortunately, had the effect of
encompassing a large area of land from
the river to Vincent Street in the north,
and from the river to Thomas Street in
the west. That was only brought about
because of the stubbornness of the Min-
ister.

Even when the motion was introduced
and there were indications that the by-law
was going to be disallowed, if the Minister
at that stage had said, because of the
obvious feeling in this House about the
three properties in Beaufort Street, "I
will give an undertaking that the necessary
amendments will be made', that by-law
would still be in operation.

So whatever situation is created, I re-
Peat that there is no legislation to protect
Parliament House site from these large
Protruding buildings because of the obstin-
ancy, smallness in outlook, and attitude of
the Minister for Town Planning. It would
appear, that his colleagues are somewhat
similarly disposed. Parliament House site
might as well have been on a flat some-
wvhere. However, the site was chosen be-
cause it had a commanding view of the
city, and from the city Parliament House
would be viewed as an outstanding edifice,
which any Parliament House is in any
democratic country.

But this fiats building, once started,
makes the place and its surrounds look
definitely untidy, to say the least of it.
The delay in introducing the motion to the
Legislative Council was occasioned because
The Hon. 0. E. Jeffery, M.L.C. desired to
obtain some specific information from the
United States of'America; and within two
days of its receipt he moved the motion in
the Legislation Council-a motion which
apparently is not to appear for consider-
ation in this Chamber.

I repeat that the motion was carried
unanimously in another place without a
dissentient voice. However, if this is how
the Government goes about its business. I
suppose that is its affair. So we have a
12-storey building being erected a few
hundred yards away from here, and a.
commencement made with another of
equal proportions; and by the time. Parl-
iament deals with this question next year,
Parliament House could be completely en-
circled by structures of that nature. So.
for all time, to the shame of the Brand
Government, the Parliament H-ouse site
will be damnled.

One of the principal reasons for my ris-
ing to my feet was to make some remarks
on housing. I complained earlier this ses-
sion about the attitude of the Minister for
Housing, who, unfortunately, does not sit
in this Chamber. MY complaint concerned
his having supplied me with a file which
was prepared for my consumption last year,
and which was supposed to be an analysis
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of arrears incurred by certain categories of
persons who had made different deposits
with the State Housing Commission. When
I asked for this survey, upon which a de-
cision bad been made, I had to wait a
couple of weeks before I received a copy
of it, which indicated to me that the survey
had not been carried out.

Indeed, when I was able, subsequently,
to study a copy of the survey which was
made goodness knows when-because a
date does not appear on it in the file of
the State Housing Commission, or any
action initiating the survey being under-
taken-I found that the analysis disclosed
that the reasons given by the Minister for
a changed policy were completely false.

He pretended that those who were pay-
ing the small deposit of £50 were more
prone to be in arrears than those who
were paying the higher deposits. He ar-
rived at that conclusion by including the
aborigines in the £E50 deposit group. When
the aborigines were deducted from the
number, the analysis showed an account
directly opposite to that given by the Min-
ister. I am aware that the Minister for
Housing took exception to my remarks and
made a statement to that eff ect in an-
other place. I repeat the allegations I
made.

The position has gone from bad to worse,
I received a communication recently from
the State Housing Commission in connec-
tion with the case of a family which was
accommodated in a two-bedroom dwelling.
This was a family consisting Of a Married
couple with young children of mixed sexes.

When the Labor Government was in
office the procedure was to extend the ac-
commodation in the houses such as con-
verting a back verandah into a sleep-
out. I was informed in this letter that
the present policy of the commission pre-
cluded any alterations or additions to
existing accommodation. It went on to
say that the applicant was at liberty to
effect the alterations at his own expense,
or alternatively to make application to the
commission for transfer to larger accom-
mnodation.

To make the addition to that house
would cost the best part of £100. To trans-
fer to another house would coat the appli-
cant a sum approaching that figure. be-
cause of the cost involved in transporting
the household effects, in purchasing new
floor coverings, and in window treatment.
There is also dislocation in having to leave
the garden and other work which the ap-
plicant had done on the property.

I asked some questions in this House
recently. One was as follows:-

Is it a fact that there has been a
change of policy under which altera-
tions or additions to existing State
Housing Commission rental accommfo-
dation (such as enclosing portion of
a verandah to provide a sleepout to
meet the essential requirements of a

growing famnily of mixed sexes) are
no longer carried out by the Comm is-
sion?

The reply was--
No, the policy is that all cases are

treated on their merits and, where
warranted, additions are made to meet
the essential needs of the applicants'
f amilies.

I was informed that the policy had not
been changed. I got in touch with the
commission and spoke to the officer who
had sent me the letter. I asked him why
he was giving me incorrect information.
There was silence at the other end of the
telephone; that spoke volumes. I said
there was no need for him to make any
comment, and that I was satisfied that
what was conveyed to me in the letter
was in accordance with policy. If it were
not, I said he would be apologising for
sending me the wrong information.

We reach a very poor level in public
affairs when a Minister is prepared to give
false information to a member of Parlia-
ment who is seeking to do his best for a
member of the community. This was not
a political question. The information was
sought to ascertain the correct position.

This is not the first time in my exper-
ience that such a thing has occurred in
respect of the same Minister. I ask the
Premier if it is necessary for me to ad-
dress a question directly or indirectly to
that Minister. The Premier should speak
to his Ministers and impress upon them
the necessity to be accurate and factual.
They should not seek to mislead members.

Mr. Brand: I amn sure Ministers do not
endeavour to mislead. They do their best
to give the information sought.

Mr. GRAHAM: Then I ask the Premier
to personally investigate the complaint I
made.

Mr. Brand: All right; I shall have a look
at it.

Mr. GRAHAM: I protest again against
the action of this Government in increas-
ing the minimum deposit from £50 to £_100.
There was no reason to warrant that. The
survey which was supposed to be the basis
of the change indicates there is a better
record of payment by those who paid de-
posits of £50, than by certain of those who
paid higher deposits. Many workers, par-
ticularly young couples with families, find
the extra £50 to be a considerable burden
because, in addition, there is about £30
in fees to be met. Furthermore, these
people have to bear the cost of transport
of household goods and furniture to the
new house, as well as the cost of floor
coverings, electric light fittings, windowv
treatment, and so on. The increase in
deposit is grossly unfair to persons on low
incomes.

I complain of what this Government
is doing in respect of the Wandana flats.
I have most vivid recollections of the poli-
tilcal pressure that was brought to bear,
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both in Western Australia and in Can-
berra, to prevent those fiats from being
constructed.

Mr. Rawke: Especially in Canberra.
Mr. GRAHAM: One of the greatest

pressure groups centred around the former
member for Subiaco who, after the build-
ings were erected, was responsible for more
persons being admitted to these flats than
any other member of Parliament; yet she
Proclaimed to the world that these flats
would be responsible for all sorts of de-
generacy.

This Government has special hatred of
the Wandana flats, and there is evidence
to substantiate that remark. Mainten-
ance work has not been performed on the
structure, notwithstanding the fact that
this enterprise has returned a profit of
£8,000 to £10,000 a year after meeting in-
terest, debt repayment, administration,
Provision for maintenance, vacancies, de-
faults, insurance, rates, and other charges.
This is one of the very few housing pro-
jects which is returning money to the
commission, which money can be used for
other projects.

Certain portions of those buildings--I
am speaking particularly about the en-
trance leading to the lifts at the western
end-are an absolute disgrace to any block
of flats and a double disgrace to Govern-
inent flats, as a result of neglect by this
Government. Apparently this Govern-
ment would be happy to point the finger
of scorn at the previous Government if
this structure and everything associated
with it became recognised as a slum.

Benfore I vacated the housing portfolio,
a certain concern approached the State
Housing Commission applying for the right
to erect a master antenna to which tele-
vision sets in the various flats could be
connected. Before that could be done
there was a change of Government and
the matter was not further proceeded
with. I should say that at present at
least 100, or more likely 200 antennae have
been installed on the side of the balconies
in those flats. most of these antennae
are of different design, so that the build-
ing is an absolute eyesore. One mast on
top of it could have serviced the 242 flats.
with a considerable saving to the tenants
themselves.

The Government has -made a change
with regard to the treatment of the gar-
dens. This work is now let out on con-
tract; and naturally enough a minimum
of work is done. So there has been a
deterioration of the treatment given to
the gardens surrounding that structure.
Again a deliberate attempt, I should say,
on the part of the Government to de-
preciate that block of fiats-a block of
flats that is making a net profit-after
Providing for everything, as I said earlier
-of between £8,000 and £10),000 regularly
every year.

I pass from Wandana flats to the Com-
monwealth and Empire Games Village.
This Government has performed such a
wonderful feat in bringing us boom con-
ditions unknown previously, and prospects
greater than anybody ever envisaged that
it found it necessary to advance by a con-
siderable period some hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds' worth of Public Works
activities and to commence the construc-
tion of the houses at the Games Village
many months before it was necessary! The
position will be that many of these houses
will stand unoccupied for periods up to 12
months, so public money will be lying idle.

This is to boost the economy and pro-
vide additional work to create an appear-
ance of prosperity. The work on these
houses could have commenced about
March of next year, and they would have
been ready in sufficient time to house the
athletes and officials when the games are
held. But no! The whole lot of the con-
tracts will be let prior to the election, for
very obvious reasons. in other words, the
Government is using the construction of
the Games Village for political purposes,
in an endeavour to enhance its prospects
at the election to take place, we guess, on
the '7th April next year.

From my experience, the Government
will need all the boosting it can get; be-
cause apart from certain select circles and
the daily Press, the public generally take
with a grain of salt what they have been
fed with over the two and a half years.
I prepared a report in connection with the
Games Village several months ago. As a
matter of fact, it was at the beginning of
this year; and as the Words in writing
wvill occupy less time than if I speak, I
wvill read the statement which I prepared
for submission to several quarters.
it is as follows:-

in connection with the Empire
Games Village, Perth City Council
generously offered to the State Gov-
ernment land on which to erect 150
homes in the City Beach locality.
This land Plus open space is to be
handed over free of cost, but subject
to the State meeting certain expenses
as hereunder-surveying clearing,
earthworks. share Cost of grassing and
reticulation around the house sites,
total cost of road construction where
building lots face both sides and half
cost where building lots are one side
only. It is estimated that the total
expense to the Government will be a
figue of less than £400 a block.

O n the other hand the value or
selling price of the land should aver-
age between at least £1,000 and £1,200
a lot, based on recent P.C.C. sales and
having regard for increasing land
values, close proximity to the ocean,
immediate neighbourhood develop-
ment as against sporadic activity, the
attraction or glamour of owning a
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Games Village home, also the eer-
tainty of purchase conditions under
generous terms.

It is not unreasonable to assume
that the cost of the home structures
will be fully recovered upon sale, as
group construction Plus keen com-
p~etition amongst builders, should
result in prices being more favourable
than in the case of individual home
construction.

The State, it is claimed, is entitled
to any direct or indirect advantages
to be derived from the publicity of
W.A. for which the Games organisa-
Lion will be largely responsible, also
the benefits arising from the thou-
sands of people who will visit here
because of the Games, but from the
foregoing it will be appreciated that
there is an almost certain Prospect of
of the Government making a clear
profit of an amount in excess of
£100,000 resulting from the staging
of the Games in 1962. This, it is sub-
mitted, is morally' wrong.

The Perth City Council, in a burst of
generosity, and because of a sense of
urgency, forgot to dot all the "i's" and
cross all the "L's," and offered the land
free of charge to the Government pro-
vided it undertook to do certain works.
which have been estimated by people who
know, to cost £400 per block. In about 12
months' time the Government will sell
these blocks; and incidentally there are
more applicants at the present moment,
before a single house is completed, than
there will be houses in the entire village.

When the stage is reached for these
blocks to be sold, the Government-from
my figures-is going to make a profit of
from £600 to £800 on the sale of each
block, on account of the land element
alone. I say that is profiteering. It is
exploitation; it is double-crossing the
public. There are scores of leading
citizens who are spending hundreds of
hiours of their time in an honorary cap-
acity in an endeavour to raise the trem-
endous sum of £260,000 to enable the
games to be properly conducted-and this
has nothing to do with the capital works
associated with the games. I have been
attending meetings for 18 months, and
have files-many inches thick-of minutes
of those meetings. Other people in simi-
lar categories are doing this work in an
endeavour to raise money. I happen to
be on both the finance committee and the
fund-raising committee of the Common-
wealth and Empire Games.

While this Is going on, the Government
is sitting back waiting to receive the ill-
gotten gains of something in excess of
£100,000 in respect of the Games Village.
If the Government made a profit out of
the sale of the houses--In other words,
after structure costs of £4,500 someone
was prepared to pay £:4.800 because of
the glamour and attractiveness of the

area-that would be fair business. But
this is land which belonged to a semi-
governmental instrumentality-the Perth
city Council-and was handed over to the
games authorities; and it is not for the
Government to make a profit out of it.
I am aware that approaches have been
made to the Premier in connection with
this matter, but he shrugs his shoulders
and shakes his head and will have none
of it, It is a scandalous thing, and
something that should not be undertaken
by a Government of any political colour.

Mr. Brand: It was your idea. That
is why you are having such a lot to say
about it.

Mr. GRAHAM: What!
Mr. Brand: The arrangements about

taking over the land.
Mr. GRAHAM: From the Perth City

Council?
Mr. Brand: It was an arrangement

with Your own Government.
Mr. GRAHAM: That is true.
Mr. Brand: Why did you make this

same arrangement if you thought it so
immoral?

Mr. GRAHAM: Unfortunately, because
of a political campaign we were returned
with a minority of members two and a
half years ago, and the fact of Western
Australia having been granted the games
was only a few months old.

Mr. Brand: But you were aware you
were going to make this profit.

Mr. GRAHAM: But the exact locality
of the village had not been finally deter-
mined.

Mr. Brand: In any case, I feel there
will be some expenses to be met at the
end of the games. Who will be called
upon to meet them?

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know why the
Premier is casting doubts about the
ability of the fund-raising committee to
raise the money.

Mr. Brand: It has been the experience
with regard to the Olympic Games held
elsewhere,

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so, but Western
Australia has learned from the mistakes.

Mr. Brand: It has been experienced with
the Olympic Games and elsewhere,

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so; but Western
Australia has learned from the mistakes
made.

Mr. Brand: We will wait and see.
Mr. GRAHAM: Meanwhile the Trea-

surer has apparently resolved that this
&100,000 should be retained by him. What
an incentive to the Public there would be
if it were published in tomorrow morn-
jug's paper that the State Government was
going to give £100,000 to the fund-raising
committee for the Purpose of assisting in
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the conduct of the games! What an in-
spiration it would be to those who are
serving on committees in Perth and in
country districts, rattling money boxes.
selling tickets, and organising socials and
that sort of thing whilst the Government
Is9 remaining silent and taking £100,000!

Mr. Brand: Think of some other words!
Mr. Tonkin: The Government has given

nearly that amount to the racing clubs.
Mr. GRAHAM: I do not intend to be

drawn into a discussion on racing clubs,
Mr. Tonkin: It was £98,000 this year.
Mr. Brand: Persistent to the last!
Mr. GRAHAM: There are very many

matters I would like to discuss, but the
one I will now deal with refers to private
schools or public schools, whatever they
may be called.

I am aware that there are holidays
throughout the Year which are sacred to
very many people. I have direct know-
ledge of some of these schools: and I quote
Perth College in Mt. Lawley, which is a
girls' school. The Minister for Railways
knows something about that school. too.
and will receive mention in a few moments.
These schools have an ordinary school day
on the day on which the Queen's birthday
is celebrated. I maintain that if we desire
to inculcate loyalty and love of the Empire.
and all that sort of thing, we should start
basically with the children. Yet notwith-
standing the fact that several hundred
thousand people have a holiday that day,
in respect of this class of school it is a
case of business as usual, Queen's Birthday
or no Queen's Birthday.

We find that on Anzac Day the children
go to school Practically the same as usual.
Young and old alike. Surely that day is
sacred to very many people. It is palpably
wrong that there should be this business
as usual on a day which is sacred to very
many people, and one which is so solemn.

I refer to another holiday, and this
touches rue directly-Labour Day. This is
a day of considerable significance and a
day that marks the long battle and struggle
to attain even elementary conditions for
the ordinary people of Australia-and, in-
deed, of the world-who celebrate it at
different times on different dates. How-
ever, for these schools it is business as
usual.

I think the Government has a right to
Insist that these schools conform with
general practice, and that they show a
little more respect for traditions, occasions,
sentimentality, and loyalty. An interjec-
tion could be hurled at me that this sort
of thing was going on when we were in
Power, and why did we not do something
about it? It was not until the last two
years that I had any knowledge of the
situation. I think it is basically wrong;
and whether the matter requires legisla-
tion or not, or whether the Government
has some means of applying pressure, or

whether a discussion with the principals
of these schools would achieve the objec-
tive, I do not know. However, I certainly
think some action should be taken.

Whilst on the matter of Perth College,
I would like to quote from a communica-
tion I have which is addressed to the
parents of children attending this school.
it is dated the 6th September, 1961, and
is headed. "Educating Your Child For
'Freedom." It is as follows:-

This is a vital subject, and one in
which you, as parents, will have more
than a passing interest.

it is a topic upon which the follow-
ing prominent citizens will express
their considered opinions, and answer
questions, at a forum to be held at
school on Friday 13th October, at
8 P.M.

There is something sinister about that
Friday, the 13th! it is stated that one of
the speakers will be The Hon. C. W.
Court, O.B E., M.L.A., Minister for Indus-
trial Development, Railways, and the
North-West. Then there are three other
names followed by Mr. J. Martin, B.A.,
Industrial Advocate, Employers' Federa-
tion of W.A. Then there is another speaker.

Again I protest. S~urely it is obvious
to anyone that this sort of thing reeks to
high heaven of politics. Surely wvhen
children are sent to one of these schools
we should expect there will be impartiality
so far as politics are concerned. I have
checked and no invitation was extended to
Her Majesty's Opposition, nor to a repre-
sentative of the employees. It -has the
psychological effect that people will think
that from the conservative party, the
reactionary party-the Liberal Party-
come the defenders of freedom; and that
from the Employers Federation we find
those who battle for freedom, notwith-
standing the fact that on the statute book
of this State and every other State pieces
of legislation are included in which Parl-
iament has been compelled to make mem-
bers of that organisation yield certain
issues in order to give elementary justice
to the people.

Mr. Court: Aren't these schools run by
churches and don't the parents pay to send
their children to them?

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes; but because a per-
son pays to send children to school, surely
they should not be subject to this biassed
political approach! There would be, no
doubt, a point of view capable of being
submitted by the Minister for Railways.

Mr. Court: Read out all the others wvho
were there.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not mind doing that.

Mr'. Court: There was a fairly balanced
programme that night.

Mr. GRAHAM: There was a boalanced
programme nothing!

Mr. Court: Read out all the names.
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Mr. GRAHAM: I will in a moment. I
say that in any of these schools if a repre-
sentative of the Liberal Party is invited
so also should there be a representative
from the other side of the House: and,
likewise, if a representative of the Em-
ployers Federation is Invited so should a
representative of the employees' organisa-
tions or trade union movements be In-
vited. otherwise the action is being taken
on political grounds; and, of course, there
is some reason for it,

The chairman of the parents and friends'
association is the person who was the un-
successful Liberal candidate for West
Perth at the last two elections; and one of
the biggest noises in connection wit the
school is a gentleman by the name of
Freeth, who is a. Minister in the Common-
wealth Parliament. I think it is a pretty
poor show if public schools are lending
themselves to political bias.

Let us have our fights and arguments
here, on the platform, over the radio, on
TV, or anywhere else; but not in our
schools. Admittedly they are not subject
to Government control, but to allow such
a thing in private schools is a shocking
thing.

In regard to Government schools I do
not think anyone would suggest that there
is the faintest suspicion of party politics
being promoted in any part of Western
Australia. If there were an isolated in-
stance, na-one would be quicker to deal
with the situation than the Minister for
Education of the day, irrespective of his
political outlook. If that is the principle re-
garding the State schools, surely some ac-
tion can be taken to ensure there will not
be this political partisanship in the private
schools; because parents send their child-
ren along in good faith, and their child-
ren are innocent little souls and are so
susceptible to impressions. Here, of course,
the impression was in one direction.

Mr. Court: There were no children there
that night.

Mr. GRAHAM: But these were the
parents; and I say that was the atmos-
phere. I am one who received an invi-
tation.

Mr. Court: But you were not there.
Mr. GRAHAM: No, I was not there. I

do not want to hear the Minister for in-
dustrial Development bleating about edu-
cating the child for freedom. I see so
much evidence of the other side in this
Chamber without going along to take pun-
ishment at one of these colleges or privg~te
schools.

In order to satisfy the Minister for
Industrial Development, I would mention
that the other speakers were Dr. Eva
Eden, Ph.D., Warden of St. Catherine's
tolhkge, University of W.A.; the Rev.
E. A. C. Gundry, A.K.C. (Lond), Rector
of Carlisle and Rivervale; Mr. D. A.
Lawe-Davies, B.Sc., A.S.T.C. (N.S.W.),

M.A.C.E., Headmaster, Guildford Gram-
mar School; Mr. J. Martin, B.A., Indus-
trial Advocate, Employers Federation of
W.A.; and Prof. E, G. Saint, Dean of the
Faculty of Medicine, University of W.A.

I suppose all of these persons, because
of the positions they occupy, would be
welcome anywhere; but I still maintain
there is a definite political slant with re-
gard to a speaker from the Liberal Party
and one of its wings, the Employers Fed-
eration. I think some action should be
taken to stop it.

The Minister for Industrial Development
could speak as violently as he liked if .at
any school, some time after the 7th April
next year, there were as speakers a Min-
ister of the then Labor Government and
a speaker from the Perth Trades Hall
without representation from the State at
all. I will reserve any further comments
until we reach the Appropriation Bill.

Vote put and passed.
Votes: State Electricity Commission,

£150,000: Public Works, £8,160,331; North-
West, £2,101,169; Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage, £2,482,
500: Mines, £179,000; State Housing Com-
mission, £1,426,000; Agriculture, £310,000;
Forests, £125,000; Fisheries, £15,000; In-
dustrial Development, £250,000; Other
State Undertakings, L1,88,000; Sundries,
£1,0O8,000-put and passed,

This concluded the Loan Estimates for
the year.

Report
Resolutions reported, and the report

adopted.

APPROPRIATION BILL
Message: Appropriation

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Brand

(Treasurer), and read a first time.

.Second Reading

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[2.8 a.m.]: I move-_

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [2.9 a.nm.]. I have a few
observations I have been wanting to make
in connection with this Bill. I wish to
place on record my opinion about certain
financing in which the Government has
indulged in connection with racing clubs
in Western Australia. The Government
has been to some pains to cover up what
it is doing. The only reason I can ascribe
is that it is ashamed of it.

Mr. Brand: Not at all!
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Mr. TONKIN Then why is the Govern-
ment going to such lengths to cover it up?

Mr. Brand: That is only your opinion.
Mr. TONKIN: It is an opinion I can sub-

stantiate with evidence. To start with,
the estimated expenditure for the rest of
the financial year is £35,000, but the Gov-
ernment has already spent all that. *it
will be a shock to the community to know
that the racing clubs have received by way
of direct taxation and contributions from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund nearly
£200,000 this year-I mean this calendar
year, and not this financial year. Of that
amount, in the six months between July
and December they received £72,442 from
investment tax, and £22,739 from turnover
tax, or a total of £95,181. At that stage
the new legislation came into operation.
and the money which was previously avail-
able from the Commissioner of Stamps-to
the clubs should have gone into Consoli-
dated Revenue, because the Act was altered
to provide that the money was for the use
of Her Majesty.

To the 30th September of this year the
Government had actually paid to the clubs
out of Consolidated Revenue a sum of
£74,049 2s. 6d. If we take the period to
November-that is, the present month-
and take the amount actually paid and the
amount to which the Government is com-
mitted, and has no opportunity of escap-
ing because of payments already made, we
get a total of £79,261; because there was
actually owing at the end of October and
not then paid by the Government a sum
of £11,800, and a further £7,000 due for
the month of November.

The Premier was good enough to permit
mec to discuss this matter with the Under-
Treasurer, and we agreed on the figures.
The result is that to the end of November
the Government would have paid to the
racing clubs, or be liable to pay to them a
sum of £:92,849. So if we add that to the
£:95,181 that they received from July to
December, we get a total of £188,030. What
have the clubs done to deserve such mag-
nificent treatment from the Treasurer?

Mr. Watts. That is not all in this calen-
dar year; that is what you started off by
saying.

Mr. TONKN: I admit I did. It is the
racing year from July to December-fol-
lowing through the racing year ended July
this year plus the period from July up till
now during which time the Premier has
been giving additional financial assistance
covered by his estimate for the next finan-
cial year.

Mr. Watts: Which is a total of 16
months.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes: over 16 months they
have had already or will have had £188,000.
The estimate for the period of 18 months
-that is, assistance from the Treasury-
for the expenditure for the year 1960-61
Plus the expenditure for the year 1961-62

is shown in the Treasurer's estimates as
being £79,261 for two years;' and already,
with some seven months of the financial
year remaining, the clubs will have had
£6,000-or will have had when the Pay-
ments are made, because some of them
are lagging two or three months--more
than is Provided for in the two years.

I repeat: What have the racing clubs
done to entitle them to such magnificent
assistance as they have received from the
Government in direct Payment from Con-
solidated Revenue? I looked through the
payments to other bodies, such as the Kin-
dergarten Union and the like, and I could
not see anything comparable to the assist-
ance which has been given in this instance.
This all comes about because the Govern-
ment gave certain promises to the racing
clubs with regard to the establishment of
the T.A.B.

Mr. Brand: The Minister made the
undertaking Public here in this House.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course he did.
Mr. Brand: There is nothing secret about

that.
Mr. TONKIN: No; there is nothing secret

about the undertaking: but there is about
the way the money is being paid, and how
much is being paid.

Mr. Brand: The Under-Treasurer did not
hesitate to give you all the information.

Mr. TONKIN: NO; he did not.
Mr. BRAND: I did not hesitate to give

you permission to go down to see him.
Mr. TONKIN: I have already said that.
Mr. Brand: As I said, there is nothing

secret about it.
Mr. TONKIN: what is secretive about it

is that the figures as shown from time to
time and the answers given to questions
in the House did not disclose at any stage
the amount of assistance which was being
so generously given. It has taken a lot of
extraction and calculation to be able to
arrive at this total, and there is no doubt
about its being correct.

I think it is assistance on a scale which
cannot be justified. It looks to me as if
the establishment of the T.AB. has already
cost the State more than £200,000 made UP
of loss of revenue to the Government plus
the necessity to make direct payments
from revenue to the racing clubs.

Mr. Brand: Both of them were antici-
pated more or less. We knew that in
giving the undertaking here. in explain-
ing the undertaking we knew that certain
assistance would have to be given to the
racing clubs in the establishment stages of
the T.ARB, and changing over from the
other system.

Mr. TONKIN: So that is what we got
for this expenditure of £200,000! I Can
show the Premier two dozen ways in which
he could spend £200,000 to better advan-
tage.
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M~r. Brand: Exactly. No doubt you could.
M1r. Ross Hutchinson: There is healthier

racing now.
Mr. TONKIN: We have totalisator agen-

cies in precisely the same places as they
were before-alongside hotels. We have
the T.A.B. advertising for business-some-
thing which was not done before; we have
this deprivation of dividends which has
been occurring for months-something we
did not have before. What advantage has
the State or the general public obtained
for the expenditure of £200,000? This
£200,000 could have been more advan-
tageously used in a number of directions.
As the member for East Perth said.
£100,000 might be given to the Empire
Games Fund with advantage.

Mr. Watts: What advantage has the
State ever got out of the contributions to
the racing clubs from your Government
or any other Government, if wxe got noth-
ing out of this?

Mr. TONKIN: Our Government and
other Governments never gave assistance
to the racing clubs on the scale that assist-
ance is now being given to them.

Mr. Watts: That is not the point.
Mr. TONKfI: Yes it is.
Mr. Watts: It is a question of advantage.

If the people get advantage out of that
sum, how much do they get out of half
that sum?

Mr. TONKIN: That is easily answered.
Mr. Watts: Yes; half as much.
Mr. TONKIN: No they don't.
-Mr. Watts: How much do they get?
-Mr. TONKIN: When this Government

came to office steps were taken to super-
sede the system of off-course betting and
to replace it with a Totalisator Agency
Board. The point I am trying to make is
that the Totalisator Agency Board, as
compared with the previous off-course
betting system, offers no advantage to the
State whatsoever.

Mr. Watts: The point you are trying
to make is that the State, by granting
assistance to the racing clubs, offers no
benefit to the people. What advantage
did the people get when you gave assist-
ance to the racing clubs?

Mr. TONKIN: How much monley did we
give in assistance?

Mr. Watts: I am asking you what bene-
fit the people obtained from the assistance
given to the racing clubs compared to the
benefit the people obtained from the money
you paid to the racing clubs.

Mr. TONKIN: What benefit are you re-
ferring to?

Mr. Watts: 1 am asking you what bene-
fit the people got out of the money you
paid to the racing clubs.

Mr. TONKIN: The Attorney-General
has not grasped the point.

Mr. Watts: Oh yes I have! You are a
genius at avoiding the point I am trying
to get out of you.

Mr. TONKIN: What point is that?
Mr. Watts: I asked you what benefit the

people got out of the amount You paid to
the racing clubs.

Mr. TONKIN: We had a system of off -
course betting in this State which was
originally introduced in order to remove
the chaotic state which previously existed.
and the farcical situation where people
were being prosecuted in certain parts of
the State for things which they could do
with impunity in other parts. We were
not the only State and the only country
in the world faced with that problem.
either then or now. I read recently where
Queensland is contemplating the establish-
ment of licensed off-course betting shops.
We considered then, as we do now, that
that was the preferable way of handling
the situation and deriving the greatest ad-
vantage, which almost completely brought
about the cessation of illegal betting.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You will move
back to that, will you?

Mr. TONKCIN, The almost Complete
cessation of illegal betting. That was the
advantage which that situation conferred.
Along comes this Government with the de-
sire to supersede that system with the
Totalisator Agency Board, and the cost of
that action to the Government, so far, is
£200,000. I ask: What advantage has the
State gained hrorn that expenditure to the
racing clubs, and that loss of revenue by
means of the change? Instead of gaining
any advantage, in my opinion, there is
disadvantage.

Mr. Watts: I recommend you to read
again the report of the Royal Commis-
sioner and you will soon find out.

Mr. Ross Hutch inson: Hear, hear!
The TONKIN: The report of the Royal

Commissioner proves nothing, because he
was dealing with a situation which hie
thought would occur, but we are dealing
with a situation which now exists.

Mr. Watts: He was dealing with a situia-
tion which he thought had been created
and which he knew would continue to in-
crease.

Mr. TONKIN: Was he?
Mr. Watts: Yes.
Mr. TONKIN:, That is a matter of

opinion.
Mr. Watts: I again recommend you to

read his report.
Mr. TONKIN: I have read his report;.

and one of the matters in his report was
that Smythe, who came from New Zea-
land, said a turnover of £6.500.000 would
be required for this scheme to be a suc-
cess financially. But that did not suit
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the learned judge, so he substituted his
own figure; but on what basis, the Lord
only knows.

Mr. Brand: You have to give him credit
for making something out of the issue.

Mr. TONKIN: Now I come back to the
point I was making. The Government has
superseded the system with the one which
is operating now. It has cost the State
£200,000 to do it and we have gained no
advantage whatsoever.

Mr. Watts: That, of course, is very
arguable.

Mr. TONKIN: Is it? To start with,
illegal betting has returned. The shops
are in precisely the same places as they
were before; that is, alongside hotels. The
board is touting for business to increase
its turnover.

Mr. Watts: The member for Melville
dislikes the Totalisator Agency Board in-
tensely.

Mr. TONKIN: I am dealing with the
facts, and the Attorney-General is now
becoming political.

Mr. Watts: No Ilam not.
Mr. TONKIN: Yes you are! I am deal-

ing with the facts.
Mr. Watts: You have disliked the board

all along.
Mr. TONKIN: This is the real situation.
Mr. Watts: And that is the real situa-

tion.
Mr. TONKIN: No it is not!
Mr. Watts: Yes it is.
Mr. TONKIN: The Attorney-General

has no justification for saying that I dis-
like the board.

Mr. Watts: I would like you to read the
speeches you have made over the last two
years.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not dislike the board,
but I dislike its methods.

Mr. Watts: I am talking about long
before the board came into existence.

Mr. TONKIN: Will the Attorney-General
give me some justification for saying that?

Mr. Watts: You disliked its creation for
a start.

Mr. TONKIN: What justification can
the Attorney-General give me for saying
that?

Mr. Watts: Every justification.

Mr. TONKIN: I pointed out the weak-
nesses in the proposal and-I have subse-
quently proved them to be correct.

Mr. Watts: That is a slight exaggeration.

Mr. TONKIN: That is no slight
exaggeration, as the Attorney-General will
see from what the board is doing. I said
before, when dealing with the proposed
scheme, that if the board was going to
operate in accordance with what was out-
lined it would be doomed to failure, and

now it is forced to operate and follow the
plan that it should have followed-that is,
paying out the odds declared on the course
-in the words of the chairman himself,
it is running on a very fine margin. I
read that in a letter which he wrote to a
person who asked to be paid some money
which the board refused to pay him.

Mr. Maher told him he could not afford
to pay out on this ticket, which was issued
in error, because the board was running on
such a fine margin of profit. The reason
for that is that it is no longer operating
regulation 36 which permits it to make as
large a profit as it desires. Now it is
bound to pay the odds declared on the
course it is on such a fine margin that
it cannot afford to rectify errors. Now it
is operating along the lines I told the
House it should have been operating on
at the time the matter wvas under con-
sideration.

If the board would function satis-
factorily, without robbing the off-course
investors as it has been doing; if it would
not do the things about which various
members have complained previously, I
would have no objection to it; but I object
to hypocrisy. I object to being told that
it will do this and do that when it has
no intention of doing it, and it is not doing
it, and when it is making out it is doing
something else. That is what I object to.

There are members in this House who
complained about the old licensed betting
shops being sited near hotels. I can re-
member one comment from the member
for Narrogin in regard to this, but he has
been strangely silent ever since. I1 have
shown, by figures I have used in this
House. that despite the fact that the Gov-
ernment deliberately imposed an invest-
ment tax on off-course investors-a tax
which on-course investors do not pay-
the Government has supported a system
which enabled the board to manipulate its
dividends, and levy an additional tax upon
every off-course investor, at the whim of
the chairman of the board. I object to
that. It is that which I am opposed to.

I am not opposed to a Totalisator Agency
Board, but I am opposed to that sort of
practice which levies one tax on the off-
course investor because he is betting off-
course, and then leaves the field open to
an operator to levy such additional tax-
ation as he deems fit, and to manipulate
the dividends accordingly.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What would you
do about the board if you got back to the
Government?

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister should be a
little patient and wait and see.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I would like to
know.

Mr. TONKIN: You wait till April '7th.
Mr. Watts: Will you not tell us before

the election?
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Mr. TONKIN: There is nothing to tell
the Attorney-General. He is not that in-
terested.

Mr. Watts: I would certainly be in-
terested as a member of the public.

Mr. TONKIN:
answer questions
to satisfy their
than Ministers
questions that I

1 do
here
idle
a ze
ask.

not propose to just
for Ministers merely
curiosity, any more
prepared to answer

Mr. Watts: I did not suggest you were:
but you referred to the 7th April, and I
wvanted to know your opinion.

Mr. TONKIN: That is a pretty good
guess.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He just does not
know what to say.

Mr. TONKIN: I am sure you did not.
realise, Mr. Speaker, that the Government
was handing out these funds in the mag-
nificent way it is doing to the racing clubs
in order to keep them solvent, when other
people find the greatest difficulty in
getting financial assistance. If the Gov-
ernment can give, in the period it has,
almost £100,000 to the racing clubs, it
could give a like amount to the Empire
Games, and I hope it will. I rose in order.
as the Minister for Industrial Development
says, to put the record straight.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Brand (Treasurer), and transmitted
to the Council.

TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
Council's Alternative Amendments

Schedule of three alternative amend-
ments made by the Council to the Coun-
cil's amendment No. 1 to which the Assem-
bly had disagreed, now considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Roberts) in the Chair: Mr'. Watts (Minister
for Education) in charge ofihe Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The alternative
amendments made by the Council are as
follows:-

No. 1.
Clause 6, Page 4, line 26-Delete

paragraph (b) and substitute the
f ollowing-

(b) has been constructed and
surfaced jointly at the cost of the
Municipality and the original sub-
divider, or is required to be so
jointly constructed and surfaced.

No. 2.
Clause 6, page 5, line 22-Delete

paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of
proposed new Section 28A.

No. 3.
Clause 6, page 7, line 37-Insert

alter subsection (11) of Proposed new
Section 28A a new subsection to stand
as subsection (12) as follows-

(12) This section shall not
apply to any road that has been
constructed or surfaced or both at
the cost of a municipality.

Mr. WATTS: I propose to move, if 1
may, that amendments Nos. 1 to 3 be agreed
to. Members will recall that originally the
Legislative Council sought to delete clause
6 from the Bill. This Committee disagreed
with that amendment and subsequently the
Legislative Council gave consideration to
alternative amendments, which I am ad-
vised when they were presented to that
House received the unanimous support of
all members. It will be remembered that
the original proposal in the Bill provided
for the payment to the municipality where
the road consisted of land vested in the
municipality or under its control or man-
agement and the road had been con-
structed and surfaced at the cost of the
municipality.

The Legislative Council now proposes
that that paragraph in the proposed new
section 28A should be deleted and replaced
by a provision which states-

(b) has been constructed and surfaced
jointly at the cost of the Munici-
pality and the original subdivider.
or is required to be so jointly con-
structed and surfaced.

I took the opportunity yesterday evening
of giving a copy of these amendments to
the Leader of the Opposition and the mem-
ber for Boulder so that they would be in
a position to know what the amendments
were all about.

The third amendment made by the
Council proposes that new section 28A
shall not apply to any road that has been
constructed or surfaced, or both, at the
cost of a municipality. That is a partial
reversal of the provisions which were pre-
viously rejected.

It is also proposed in the second amend-
ment of the Council to delete paragraph
(a) of subsection (4) of new section 28A.
Obviously the intention of this proposal is
that when a road is constructed by a
municipality entirely out of its rates, the
contributions referred to shall not be made.
When there is a joint construction the
contributions referred to would be made
because there is reference in the first
amendment to the effect that the roads
shall be constructed and surfaced jointly
at the cost of the municipality and the
original subdivider.
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These amendments appear to have re-
moved the substantial objections which
were raised. I therefore move-

That alternative amendments Nos.
I to 3 made by the Council be agreed
to.

Mr. MOIR: These amendments will im-
prove the provisions contained in the Bill.
This is a fairer way to deal with this
matter. It rather intrigues mec that the
Attorney-General should have moved to
agree with them when he previously refused
to accept them. These amendments will
take away some of the obnoxious provisions
in the BUi.

Question put and passed; the Council's
alternative amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

CLOSE OF SESSION
Comnplimentary Remarks

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[2.48 a.m.]: This brings us to the end of
the present session of Parliament, and it
coincides with the end of the three-year
term of the present Government. The
session has been a long and weary one,
as far as I am concerned. Nevertheless,
it has been one in which Parliament
has dealt with some very important
legislation, and has made decisions which
will have far-reaching effect, irrespective
of our political point of view, on the fut-
ure of the State. This is the end of the
three years in which I have had the hon-
our to lead the coalition Government.
Whatever the shortcomings of the Gov-
ernment, this term of office has been a
great experience to me, if not an exciting
one in every way.

I want to say how much I appreciate the
co-operation, advice, and help which I
have received from the Deputy Premier
(the Leader of the Country Party). it Is
rather essential in a coalition Government
such as ours to have understanding and
help. I would like to thank especially the
Deputy Leader of my own party, the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development-for his
help and for all he has done to assist me
in my job. I extend my thanks to all my
Cabinet colleagues and also express my
gratitude to my two ministerial colleagues
in another place who have borne the bur-
den of guiding the legislation through that
House.

I cannot let the occasion pass without
once again recalling the untimely death of
the late Minister for Transport, and with-
out reminding the House of the hard work
which he undertook In carrying out the
duties of the portfolios held by him.

We have now appointed a new Milnister-
I take this opportunity of congratulating
the member for Mt. Marshall, who has
been selected by the Country Party, on his

appointment to the portfolios of Trans-
port, Native Welfare, and Police. The
Minister for Lands will take over the port-
folio of Labour.

No Government can get along without
the very loyal support of the members who
sit behind it. During the last three years
no Government could have asked for more
loyal and solid and more united support
than has been given us, and I would like
to express my thanks.

To our Whip and to the Whip on the
other side I would like to express appre-
ciation, because they have a very difficult
job with a Government having such a
narrow majority as ours. Whilst the job
is always before the Government Whip,
there has been co-operation by the member
for Collie, and I would like him to know
that we appreciate It.

To you, Mr. Speaker, to the Clerks, to
the Chairman of Committees, to the De-
puty Chairman, and to the Clerks and
officers of the House, we would like to
express our thanks. We convey to them
our very best wishes now that the festive
season is about to begin; and we would
like you to convey to all other responsible
officers of the House: to Mr. Burton-the
Controller of the House-to Mrs. Burton,
and to the Controller's staff our best
wishes, because they all play a very im-
portant part here.

we realise that because of alterations
and additions which are taking place it
is very difficult to make the necessary ar-
rangements and to maintain the schedule
which is required during the sitting of the
House. I am sure members have co-
operated, and where there has been any
difficulty they have understood the reason
why.

To Mansard and to the Press, my thanks
and best wishes.

I now come to the fact that we are los-
ing two of the oldest members of our Par-
liament. It is very unfortunate that Mr.
J. I. Mann, the member for Avon Valley.
is not well enough to be here to say fare-
wvell and for us to wish him all the best
We know that he has been in uncertain
health for quite a long while.

I understand that at the end of this
month he will have been here, along with
the member for Murray, for some 32 years.
That is a long time to be in this House.

We also know that our esteemed friend.
the member for Eyre, has made a decision
not to stand again for Parliament; and
therefore this is the end of his parlia-
mentary career. On behalf of the Gov-
ernment and members on this side of
the House I wish him all the very best.
good health. and happiness. I am Sure
there is a very real appreciation of the
gentlemanly way in which he has alwnys:
acted, both as a private member and as
a Minister.

Members: Hear, bear!
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Mr. BRAND: I cannot pay too high a
tribute to the way in which he has acted,
whether in our electorates or whether in
this House or elsewhere. I think he sets
a fine example for all of us to follow in
that regard.

I appreciate that Christmas will soon
be upon us. I take the opportunity of ex-
tending to the Leader of the Opposition
and to his followers all the very best for
the festive season, good health, and a very
Happy New Year; and inasmuch as we
will be holding an election between now
and the next time we meet, I wish him
all the best that one opponent could wvish
another.

A Merry Christmas and a Happy anld
prosperous New Year to you all!

MR. UAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) 12.54 anm]: I whole-heartedly
support the remarks of the Premier in re-
lation to you, Sir; to the Clerks; to all the
staff of this House and of Parliament
generally; and to everyone who makes a
contribution to the smooth working and
interesting proceedings of the House.

I would like, naturally and very sin-
cerely, to express my appreciation to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the
member for Melville. It is not necessary
to tell members that he is a tireless
worker; one who is full of industry; one
who looks around for weaknesses in the
armour of the Government when he is In
opposition; and one who has an amazing
facility for placing his finger right on
weaknesses-especially legal weaknesses-
where they exist in actions which have
been taken and which he considers should
not have been taken.

I also express my very grateful thanks
to all the members of the Opposition for
the way they have stuck together and for
the great assistance they have given me
in my work as Leader of the Opposition
during the three years of this Parliament.
They have made my task relatively easy.
I think I might go so far as to say I have
enjoyed very much the three years I have
had as Leader of the Opposition, and I
am now fully restored to strength and to
vigor and filled with realistic anticipation
of the results which will be forthcoming
early in the year 1962.

I would like to express to the Premier,
as Leader of the Liberal Party section of
the coalition Government, and to the
Attorney-General, as Leader of the Coun-
try Party section of the coalition Govern-
ment, my thanks for the courtesies and
consideration they have shown me and my
Colleagues from time to time.

I was not able, because of having another
important prior appointment, to be here
when condolences were expressed in con-
nection with the unfortunate passing of
the late Minister for Police. However, I
think all members on each side of the
House would have known of my thoughts

and feelings in that direction. In this
Parliament we have lost by death at least
three members, and that is surely an in-
dication of the strain which public life
imposes upon members who find a place
in this House.

I would like to join with the Premier in
publicly congratulating the member for
Mt. Marshall-who is a political neigh-
bour of mine, even if not a. member of
the same political party-on his selection
as a new Minister in the Government. I
am sure he will bring joviality and a realis-
tic and at practical approach to the prob-
lems which he has to consider individually
as a Minister, and also to the collective
problems which will come before Cabinet
for so long as he remains a Minister. Under
both of those headings I think he will add
to, the approach which the Government
will make to Problems and to decisions
which will be made.

I am very sorry indeed to have to say
farewell to the member for Eyre. He has
always placed upon my shoulders the re-
sponsibility for the fact that he became
a. member of this Parliament; and I am
thankful to say he has always placed that
responsibility upon me with tones of
thankfulness and gratitude in his voice.

I very well remember the opening cam-
paign meeting of the by-election when he
was first elected. I knew he was not very
good at public speaking in those days; so.
quite strategically, it was decided to open
his campaign at a town called Kanowna.
in that year I think the total population
of Kanowna-children, pet cats, and pet
dogs included-would not have been more
than about 50.

When Mr. Nulsen, as he then was, was
called upon to deliver his policy speech, he
had trouble with his notes;, and after going
for about 31 minutes he told the audience
he was not much good at talking and would
hand the meeting over to Mr. Hawke. So
I felt some special effort was required of
me to demonstrate to the audience that al-
though Emil Nulsen could not talk for very
long he bad all the qualities of which
statesmen were made.

So I promptly proceeded to say to the
audience that Mr. Nulsen had spoken to
them for 31 minutes. I think I exagger-
ated 100 per cent, in saying that; and I
followed it by saying I would speak to them
for probably 80 minutes, but that Mr. Nub.
sen would saLy much more to them in 34A
minutes than I would say to them in 80
minutes, the essential reason for the differ-
ence being found in the fact that Mr.
Nulsen was a man of action and not a man
of words. I am delighted to say that Mr.
Nulsen won that by-election by a record
majority.

He has been outstanding in the service
he has given to the people in his own elec-
torate and outstanding also in the service
he has given to the State as a Minister of
the Crown. It is not exaggerating- one
whit to say that he is regarded with great
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respect and admiration, and-even better
-with great affection by all members of
the Parliament: and I should say by all
officers and employees in the Parliament.

Several members: H-ear, hear!
Mr. HAWKE: So, Mr. Member for Eyre,

I bid you a sad farewell on your departure
from the public life of this State, and
extend to you our very best wishes for
many years of healthful, active life.
We will always remember, with great
gratitude, the fact that we were privileged
to know you and to have you with us as
a parliamentary colleague; and we know
that you will, at least occasionally, come to
see us to say good-day.

I am very sorry indeed that the member
for Avon Valley is not well enough to be
present here this evening. The member
for Avon Valley was an outstanding char-
acter, and I am sure he still is. In all my
long parliamentary experience I can truth-
fully say there was only one Jim Mann in
public life. He made some! stirring speech-
es; most of them, unfortunately, down in
the corridor, and not here in the House.
Had he made, in this Parliament, some of
the speeches which he made in the corri-
dor, he would have shattered Governments
to smithereens, and would have broken for
all time some of the Political friendships
which he had made.

He was always straight from the shoul-
der. He did not care very much whether
he offended or pleased. I think he adop-
ted the same attitude in his electorate.
The greatest compliment which could be
paid to him was undoubtedly paid to him
by his electors, It is not breaking any
secret to say that be represented what
would be, in my judgment, an essentially
and overwhelmingly Country Party elector-
ate. Yet he did a "George Roberts-if I
may say so jokingly, Mr. Member for Bun-
bury-on the Country Party; and the next
time, when he stood as a member of the
LOCL.. he won easily; and despite strong
efforts by the Country Party since to un-
seat him, he has won very comfortably each
time. That. I think, is a great compliment
to Jimmy Mann.

He did not achieve what he achieved in
that direction by any cunning or decep-
tion. He was forthright and straight from
the shoulder, and as frank as anybody
could be, and he became more or less a
legend. Whilst still in his electorate and
while he is still alive I am sure he will go
out of public life with the same regard and
the same affection from all people in his
own electorate, as he does with the same
affection and regard that we hold for him.

The Premier has raised a very contro-
versial question by mentioning a State
election -for all Legislative Assembly seats
will take place early next year. I think
most of us have had enough experience in
public life to know that one cannot, with
any certainty, judge what the people will
be thinking in three or four months' time.

I am sure we all have our hopes and our
anticipations. However, I am content at
this stage to believe that the election cam-
paign, although it will be fought vigorous-
ly, will be fought on the same reasonably
clean basis we have seen in most State
elections in Western Australia. There will
be changes. That is inevitable, I think, in
elections, and more especially so in view of
the fact that the elections early next year
will be held on completely new boundaries,
some of the boundaries having been chang-
ed very drastically indeed.

I do not feel it is necessary for me to
wish members on the other side of the
House as much good fortune as one polit-
ical opponent can wish to another, because
I sort of feel that that would be wishing
them nothing-nothing but defeat-and I
cannot bring myself to do that, or at least
not to all Government members. Perhaps
the most I had better say is that I hope
each candidate opposed to the Labor can-
didates at the election will receive the fate
which he deserves.

I join very whole-heartedly with the
Premier in wishing you, Mr'. Speaker, and
all members of the House, all officers, and
everybody who is associated with Parlia-
ment in any way-and indeed all of the
people of the State-a very cheerful
Christmas, and a happy new year, and that
all the people of the world will have a new
year which will be completely peaceful.

MR. NULSEN (Eyre) [3.10 am.1
really do not know where to start.

I

Mr.' Hawke: There are no Standing
Orders.

Mr. NULSEN: Yes; that is so. I must
thank members for their kindly expres-
sions, although I felt rather restrained in
listening to them. When I first entered
this House I knew nothing about politics.
As my leader has said, it was he who per-
suaded me to enter politics, for which I
thank him very heartily. He has always
helped me as much as possible and has
always stuck to me when I have been in
tight corners.

I can remember one occasion when the
question of two-up was brought before the
House. I supported it because it was a
game that had been Played on the gold-
fields for many years. I knew my leader
was not quite in accord with me; but
nevertheless, on one occasion when I was
not Present in the House a member from
the Opposition benches attacked me for
supporting gambling and my leader took
up the cudgel and defended me.

Therefore. I feel that when one has a
leader and a friend of that calibre one
feels one is getting the greatest help one
can Possibly obtain. Since I have been
in the House I have always tried to be
fair in every respect. I have always found
my colleagues on this side very fair to
me,. although we have differed on several
matters, which we are quite entitled to
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do. As far as the members on the Gov-
ernment side are concerned, even when
they were in opposition, I always found
them to be just and, generally speaking,
impartial.

My aim as a member of Parliament-
which I think was instilled into me by my
leader-was to look after my electorate
and my constituents; and I have always
done the best I possibly could for them.
In regard to the country people, including
the primary producers and others, they
are the people who produce the real
wealth of the country, and I have always
been an ardent supporter of them. As
a consequence of representing people in the
country I realise what they have done for
the State, and I have always been their
firm friend.

Nevertheless. I realise that although the
people in the country deserve all the sup-
port we can give them, the people in the
metropolitan area do great work in the
development of the State. I have always
maintained, however, that it is not quite
as much as is done by the people in the
country, and I am not speaking dis-
respectfully. I know we cannot do with-
out our university and we cannot do with-
out our city.

When I first started as a member
of Parliament, my leader took me
into an electorate of 247,000 square
miles. There were not many people, but
there was a terrible lot of travelling to be
done: and as he promised them at my
opening campaign meeting that I was a
man of action, I had to live up to that
promise; anid, as a consequence, for the
first two or three years after entering this
House, and when I was receiving only £600
a year. I was showing a deficit.

My wife was not pleased when I entered
politics, because I was concerned with a
hotel, had interests in many farms, and
contracting teams, and other interests, so
I was pretty well occupied one way and
another. I can recall going home on one
occasion, and my wife said to me, "You
have always been a bit of a fool, and now
you are in Parliament with me battling
away here with all your affairs and I am
working myself to death. I will die before
I am 50, and you are in Parliament having
a good time."

I did not have a very happy passage
for a while. However, I was lucky enough
tdbet-into the Ministry which put me on
my feet. 'Despite all this, I have enjoyed
my stay in Parliament. I have enjoyed
the company of all the members of Par-
liament with whom I have come in con-
tact, although I have not always agreed
with them politically. Nevertheless, I
have found them to be worthy and good
citizens who are trying to do the best they
can for the people of Western Australia;
after which I say the people of Australia,
then the people of England, and then the
people of the Empire.

As I said, I have been in this House
nearly 30 years; and if I could live another
30 years I am quite sure 1 could not pos-
sibly be any happier than I have been dur-
ing the past 30 years. Again, I say that
MY leader was responsible for my coming
into this H-ouse; and he was nearly res-
ponsible for my having a divorce.

Mr. Hawke: You had better elaborate on
that.

Mr. NULSEN: I am not altogether blam-
ing him for that, but my wife blamed him
for my weakness. Anyhow, I have enjoyed
my stay here. I want to thank you, Mr.
Speaker, and all the officers of Parliament,
including HanLsard, for the courteous way
they have all done their jobs. I also want
to thank our typistes who sometimes have
a Pretty hard job to do. Nevertheless, I
have always found them very courteous,
and they have done their job well. They
always try to assist those who come along
to get their letters typed. I can only say
to you, Mr. Speaker, and to all members of
Parliament, and especially my leader, that
I wish you all the best of health and every-
thing that is good.

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) [3.18
am.J: This is rather a peculiar time for
one to mnake his first contribution to
Mansard in this session, but I would like
to say a few words before the session
finishes. Like the Premier and the Leader
of the Opposition, I am sorry that my mer-
curial friend, the member for Avon Valley,
is not in the Chamber at the moment to
deliver one of his smashing corridor ora-
tions. He has been ill, and therefore
unable to be here this evening. I trust his
health will improve and that he will be
restored tor full health. I am indebted to
the member for Avon Valley In many re-
spects. Despite mny extensive repertoire,
I have been able to add to my vocabulary
after associating with him.

With regard to the member for Eyre
who is leaving the Parliament, I would say,
knowing him as I do, and as all other
members do, that he thoroughly merits
the esteem in which he is held by mem-
bers of this House and outside it.

Several members: Hear, hear!I
Mr. CORNELL: As for myself, I wish to

thank the Premier and Leader of the Oppo-
sition, togethbr with members on both
sides of the House for their congratula-
tions on my elevation to the Ministry. It
has been suggested that I will probably
be one of the few Ministers who never
sat on the front bench. I have also heard
it said that this Government would not
run its full term. Therefore political pro-
phets are not always the best judges.
Again I thank Members for their felicita-
tiaras on my preferment, and I trust I will
be able to discharge the duties of that
office to their satisfaction.

There is a story I would like to tell of
a rather hardened old sininer of advanced
years who was brought before the judge.
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The judge looked him over and banded
him down a particularly stiff sentence, and
even the hardened old man was aghast on
hearing the severity of the sentence. He
stood up and said, "Your Honour, I will
never live to serve it." The judge said,
"The law does not expect impossibilities
Of any Man; just do your best." I will
try to do that.

THlE SFEAKER (Mr. Rearmani [3.21
a.m.J: On behalf of the staff of Parlia-
inent I would like to thank all members
for their kind remarks and good wishes,
which I will certainly convey to the mem-
bers of the staff who are not present in
the Chamber at the moment. I think the
good wishes which you have expressed are
thoroughly merited, and I would like to
associate myself personally with them. I
would particularly like to place on record
my appreciation of the great assistance I
have received from the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Assembly and Clerk Assistant during
the period I have occupied the office of
Speaker.

I would also like to thank members on
both sides of the House for the assistance
and consideration they have shown me. I
have endeavoured to do my job to the best
of my ability, but I suppose one is only
able to go so far. I do not know very much
of Standing Orders; but, fortunately for
me, I think some members know even less.
At any rate, we seem to have got through
all right.

I want to thank members for the many
considerations they have shown me. It
always seems that members on both sides
of the House have certain difficulties on
occasions such as this, when elections are
looming, to express good wishes without
appearing to be too enthusiastic. I think
that perhaps the most fitting way I have
heard it expressed, as it were, is in the
well-known comic opera, "The Mikado."
The hero, Nanki-Poo, is awaiting a sen-
tence of death. I think I can tell the story
because the member for East Perth is not
present. I think Nankl-Poo was going to
be boiled in oil. At any rate, he had a
month to go, so they sang this song-

As in three weeks you've got to die,
If Ko-Ko tells us true,

'Twere empty compliment to cry
Long life to Nanki-Poo!

But as you've got three weeks to live
As fellow citizen,

This toast with three times three we'll
give

"Long life to you-till then!"

It more or less fits the situation that per-
haps exists Just prior to elections.

I am sorry the member for Avon Valley
is not here, and I hope we have not heard
the last of his orations in the corridor. I
doubt it. However, it is a pity he was not
here to speak for himself, because I do not
think any member would expect to match
his colourful orations, even though they
might be a trifle unparliamentary. At any
rate, we all wish him well, and I would
like to associate myself with good wishes
to the member for Avon Valley in his ab-
sence and to the member for Eyre in his
presence. I think members would agree
that I should convey their good wishes
personally to the member for Murchison
whose health unfortunately has not enabled
him to take a very active part during this
session.

I am sure, also, that the House would
like me to convey its best wishes to the
widows of the three members who died
during the period of this Parliament. I
refer, of course, to Mrs. Lawrence, Mrs,
Andrew, and Mrs. Perkins. I think perhaps
the House would be quite agreeable if I
were to write to them and explain that we
have not forgotten them.

In conclusion, I would like to say tlat
whatever the future holds, I particularly
thank both the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition for the kindnesses they
have shown me.

BILLS (2) :RETURNED

1. Loan Bill, £21,762,000.
2. Appropriation Bill.

Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier): I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until a date to be fixed by the Speaker.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.26 a.rn.
(Thursday),
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